German Village Community Farm 

Rain Water Collection and Distribution Project Narrative

1)History: The German Village Community Farm was founded in April 2009 by members of the Livingston United Methodist Church and the German Village community.  That spring, community and church members were invited to an organizational meeting and anyone interested was encouraged to sign up for a four foot by four foot garden plot.  Five raised beds of three plots each were constructed on the church grounds and growing began.  Last year in our second season we constructed three additional beds, two of which were dedicated to growing tomatoes, and added composting to our activities.  We also constructed a rainwater collection system.

2) Garden Description: The garden (Community Farm) is located on the lawn of the church, 200 E. Livingston Ave, Columbus, OH, and consists of eight raised beds constructed of 2x8 pine lumber.  Walkways between the beds are spread with wood chips to control weeds and prevent mud.  There is a 110 gallon rainwater collection system using water from the church roof.  A composting barrel and an enclosure for plant waste are provided along the fence separating the church property from Interstate 70. The garden is located about 100 feet from the church building.

Twenty gardeners are currently enrolled with about half being from the German Village community and half being church members.  Garden membership is not restricted to these communities, but information about the garden has only been disseminated through them.
Our proposed expansion and upgrade of the rainwater collection system will be constructed solely by garden members with the possible exception of burying a pipe between the church building and the garden so water will always be available at the garden without interfering with lawn care of the church grounds. All garden members will benefit from the project.

3) Benefits:  Both the German Village and the Livingston Church communities benefit from the community farm.  It promotes friendly relations between the two and supplies fresh vegetables to clients of the food pantry and the Charitable Pharmacy of Central Ohio, both of which are housed at the church. Gardeners derive benefits from a great summertime supply of home grown food, and the satisfaction of knowing they have grown it themselves.

4) Challenges:  For the farm to maintain and expand its activities a watering system is needed that doesn’t depend on expensive city water and a long garden hose that has to be pulled across the lawn and then returned to the building after each use.

Currently water is by far the largest garden expense.  The Community Farm pays about 10% of the churches water bill during the growing season.  

The existing rainwater collection system, which was installed mid-season 2010, fills with only a few days’ worth of water after each heavy rain.  Most of the time, we rely on city water from the church and it doesn’t solve the problem of hose usage. Additionally, the existing pumping system from the collection drums next to the building to water containers at the garden is extremely slow and vulnerable to kinks in the hose.  This wastes time and causes great frustration.

Grant support for our project to triple the rain water storage and install a pumping and buried piping system that delivers water at a satisfactory rate will allow us to shift focus from lack of water to increasing the quality and productivity of our garden.

5) Implementation and Maintenance: The project will be implemented by members of the Community Farm under the direction of the project manager.  All materials will be purchased by and almost all labor supplied by members.  The one exception is that we will hire a contractor to burry a plastic pipe between the church building and the garden.

The most likely future need for this project is increased rain water storage capacity.  Since the water is stored in 55 gallon plastic drums, and is shared between them using short hoses and the force of gravity, the system is easily expanded by adding more drums.  

Each gardener pays an annual fee of $25 per 4x4 garden plot and $10 per 2x4 tomato plot.  As mentioned before, water is the largest expense. Thus, financial support for system maintenance and expansion will be provided by the funds made available by no longer needing to pay the church for city water.  

6) Signs of Success:  The project will demonstrate success through elimination or major reduction of the use of city water. It will also provide the opportunity for healthier more productive gardens by providing an abundant, convenient, chemical free source of water for the plants.  Healthy abundant crops are, after all, our greatest measure of success.
7) Funding:  Non-grant support for the garden is supplied from several sources.


a. Espoma Inc. provides an abundant supply of organic fertilizer and soil amendment products that they manufacture at no charge.  


b. Winnscapes, a landscaping company, provides topsoil for the gardens and chipped wood mulch for the walkways at no cost.


c. Livingston United Methodist Church provides use of their land at no charge.


e. Advance Sign Group provided our Community Farm sign at no cost.


d. Community Farm members pay yearly fees for use of the growing space.  With the current number of members this provides $570.00 annually.

8) Qualifications:  The project Manager, Larry Drake, will provide the design and technical information for the project.  He will procure the materials, seeking help from other members to keep cost low.  He worked as the Maintenance Manager in the plastics industry for 14 years and is familiar with piping and pumping systems.

He and other members would be pleased to attend courses at the Franklin Park Conservatory.

Project Budget

	Item
	Amount

	Pump Pad and Cover
	$    40

	Pump with Bladder Tank
	$  300

	¾” Plastic Pipe
	$    50

	Yard Hydrant
	$    50

	Pipe Fittings
	$    30

	4 – 55 Gal. Plastic Drums
	$  300

	Hose and Fittings (Connect drums to each other)
	$    30

	Bury Plastic Pipe (Contractor)
	$  750

	TOTAL
	$1550


Pictures from the Farm
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