Minutes of the

June 16, 2011

German Village Society Long Range Planning Committee Meeting
Discussion Re: Expectations of City and Regional Planning Class for Project to assist in the determination of the optimum mix of commercial and residential in German Village

Introductions from committee members and brief presentation by Roxyanne C. Burrus, OSU Adjunct Professor of City & Regional Planning were made. Ms. Burrus also stated that she will be utilizing second year students from a studio class for the project.

Ms. Burrus stated that as part of the study, she will contact city staff in the Planning Division, as well as other appropriate city staff regarding a land study, a demographic study, which will address who visits the shops and stores, as well as looking at best practices from other similar communities (although everyone acknowledged that German Village is unique).

A question was asked as to whether there is a model to obtain this information – Basic planning techniques will be used to determine recommendations and the effort will be made to try to compare apples to apples with other urban, historic neighborhoods.
It was suggested that Jody Graichen, Historic Preservation Officer, would probably have some very useful information to share.  It was suggested that the students look at Galveston, Texas, the Soulard area south of downtown St. Louis, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and that GV doesn’t want to copy the Georgetown model. Other areas to compare are Alexandria, Virginia, Madison, Ga., and Charleston, S. C.

Aspen International did a retail analysis in the 1980’s of the area which was part of a larger study.  That information may prove helpful in this study.  Policy considerations/recommendations could come from the OSU study re: what power does an area have to keep certain types of businesses from coming into a community that is considered inappropriate.  It was stated that the 220 acres of GV are zoned residential, businesses are a non-conforming use. It was asked what kind of residences are considered a business – rentals and “condoizing”.  Ms. Burrus stated that the students will be looking at active businesses.  State College, Pa. controlled what types of businesses came into the area.
Other questions related to whether experts have a theory of what makes a good mix?  The study will look at that issue as well as what contributes to long sustainability.  Also, what is the mission/expectation – how does GV intend to use this information and recommendations for strategy?  The initial study could lead to another study.  Ms. Burrus stated that she will make contact with the Planning Administrator, Vince Papsidero regarding what impacts might be coming from the city.
A discussion ensued re: the Columbus Commons and potential businesses that might compete with existing GV businesses and how to develop a strategy types of “boutique” businesses that might not want to be downtown.

The discussion concluded with the project’s timeline – end of September – to early January and will involve 10 – 20 students and costs.  The students will produce a document which will also be available electronically.  The community should be informed that this study is happening.  Articles in the local community papers would be very beneficial and provide some visibility to the students.  It was suggested that an opening reception for the students, GV Board and committee would be good kickoff.
There will probably be visual boards – may be able to get the material from the School of Architecture, which could also be displayed for the community at the Meeting Haus.

Linkage to the committee re: the study will be through Jo Anne St. Clair, who will report back to the committee on a monthly basis and students can provide updates during the duration of the study.
Next meeting is July 14, 2011.  Meeting adjourned.

Submitted by,

Jo Anne St. Clair, LISW

Neighborhood Liaison & South Side Pride Center Manager

City of Columbus

