
German Village Society

Long-Range Planning Committee

Meeting Minutes - September 9, 2010

___________________________________________

Attending:  Eleanor Alvarez, Janet Druen, Jay Panzer, Jo Anne St. Clair, Carolyn McCall (chair).

“Village Connections” (aging in place/concierge services)

Eleanor Alvarez, who is leading this effort, briefly reviewed the committee’s activities, which have included a literature review of various models in operation in such cities as Boston and Washington, DC, where communities have sought a better alternative to retirement communities and nursing homes as residents grow older.  A needs assessment sub-committee was formed to explore resources to aid us in developing and/or adapting an existing model.  The sub-committee also drafted a survey that could be used to explore community interest in a neighborhood network of services.

Based on this early research and group discussion, the committee is moving to more of a focus on “concierge” services, which would appeal to a broader group of residents as opposed to a narrow focus on “aging” services.  Concierge services include such things as dog walking, recommendations for repair and maintenance suppliers, cultural and education programs, physician referrals, running errands and so on.  Such models are operating successfully in several communities around the country and are adding to the vitality of their neighborhoods.

This is potentially a major undertaking with a huge impact on our community.  Much more groundwork is needed before the group can determine if such a model makes sense for German Village and if so, what it would entail.  Eleanor has invited the executive director of Capitol Hill Village, a highly successful program in the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Washington, to “meet” with our group via Skype so we can gain insights into the details of a working model.  

Next steps:  Oct. 21 LRPC will meet to formulate questions for the Capitol Hill meeting.  On Nov. 18, we hope to meet with Capitol Hill via Skype.  On Dec. 16, we will digest what we learned, discuss how it applies to German Village and determine if additional information is needed.  We hope to make a report and possibly recommendation to the GVS board in February.

Downtown Development [Nick Cavalaris]

A representative from Columbus Commons will be invited to an upcoming meeting to better understand their vision for this project, particularly the planned commercial/office/retail space, so we can understand any potential impact on German Village.

Business/Residential Mix

The committee has not made much progress on this topic beyond general conversation.  Jay Panzer pointed out that we do not have the expertise to know how best to proceed and suggested we approach OSU to offer the study as a class project.  Jo Anne St. Clair agreed to contact Roxyanne Burriss, who formerly worked with the City of Columbus and is an expert in city planning.  She is now on the faculty of Ohio State.

Next steps:  Identify a class in city planning that will take on this project.

Next meetings:  Thursday, October 21, November 18, December 16: Meeting Haus 6:00 p.m.


