
German Village Society

Long-Range Planning Committee

Meeting Minutes - March 10, 2011

___________________________________________

Attending:  Bill Curlis, Janet Druen, Ed Elberfeld, Cindy Farson, Jay Panzer, Carolyn McCall (chair), Jo Anne St. Clair. Guest:  Roxyanne Burrus.

· “Village Connections” 
Carolyn McCall has been contacted by Village resident and OSU professor Meg Teaford, who will be teaching a spring class in occupational therapy.  Dr. Teaford suggested that her students could work with 5-8 German Village residents who may be faced with physical challenges that make it difficult to stay in their homes. The students would conduct home assessments and make recommendations for specific modifications.

This is a generous and unexpected offer, and the committee agreed to go forward.  Carolyn McCall is seeking someone to serve as the point person with Dr. Teaford.  Jo Anne St. Clair offered to help if needed, as her background is in gerontology. The class runs from the end of March to the end of May.  
Business/Residential Mix [Jo Anne St. Clair]
Roxyanne C. Burrus met with the committee to discuss the planning process for her studio class at OSU to research the topic of the ideal mix of business/residential for German Village.  This will be a project for a masters level class in City and Regional Planning.  The class will develop a document for the Long-Range Planning Committee.  There may be a cost to produce the document, which will include many photos, maps, and so on.

· The class will research other cities/neighborhoods that are somewhat similar to German Village, such as Beacon Hill in Boston, Georgetown, State College, Pa., and Oak Park, Illinois.

· A lively discussion ensued re: what an ideal balance would look like and what the purpose of this “ideal balance” is. This study will help inform this discussion.

· Information can be obtained from Beth Ervin/Columbus Visitors Bureau re: the tourist dollars that are generated for German Village and the City of Columbus by German Village.  German Village is the top tourist attraction in central Ohio.
· With a focused goal that will help determine what the students can accomplish in this new semester project to begin in September.
· As a part of their research, the students will need to understand the architectural review commission guidelines.  What is the place of regulations in preserving this architectural gem and are there suggestions for regulation changes?
· Another question is what is appropriate for this neighborhood – maintenance of a community that people want to live in vs. tourists 24/7?
· Other considerations are the Third Street Streetscape Study and the I70/71 split and their impact on the neighborhood.  There is also a record on each property and its use from several years ago that the students would have access to.  The committee agreed that the students could make the Meeting Haus their base when they are in German Village for the project.
· The Business Community is very well integrated with the German Village Society.  We need to engage them in this project, which can also include interviewing business owners that left the Village and newly arriving business owners.  Carolyn McCall will make contact with Karen Page, the president of the Business Group.  Roxyanne and Jo Anne will come up with a set of questions to be asked of the two groups.
· A further discussion that should be included is finding out from the “average” resident, 50 % who are homeowners and 50% who are renters, why they moved here. The 2010 Census data should be a useful tool for various demographics.
· This discussion ties in with the research that will be done relative to what services residents would like to see provided through Village Connections, as well the cost level for some of these services.  Bill Curlis agreed to incorporate questions relative to what has drawn residents to German Village in this same survey.
· Next Steps: Roxyanne will confirm the proposed course with the department head, Jennifer Cowan for the Fall Semester and begin to finalize the specifics for the course.

· Roxyanne will next meet with Long-Range Planning on June 9 to discuss the proposed outline of the research and fine tune the visioning by the committee for the final product.  In the interim, suggestions/questions from the committee for Roxyanne should be emailed to Jo Anne at jastclair@columbus.gov  or by phone  - 645-5220.

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn McCall and Jo Anne St. Clair

Meeting Schedule (second Thursday of every month).

Note:  an additional committee meeting to work on Village Connections is scheduled for Wednesday, March 30.



March 30 - special meeting of the “Village Connections” leadership group [all committee 

       members are invited to participate]


April 14 - meet with representative from Columbus Commons for update and learn 

     about the developer’s long-term vision for the site, esp. office/retail space


May 12


June 9 - Roxyanne Burrus/business-residential mix project


July 14


August 11


September 8


October 13


November 10


December 8

All meetings are at the Meeting Haus starting at 6:00 p.m.


