PARKS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

               MARCH 15, 2011

ATTENDING:  Katharine Moore, Jerry Glick, Sara McNealey, Carol Mullinax, Craig Seeds, Russ Arledge, Brian Santin, Jack Low, Terri Leist

Today, for the first time we welcomed to our committee,  Katharine Moore as the new Chair of Friends of Schiller and welcomed Carol Mullinax as our new representative board member of Actors' Theatre.  We are very pleased to have both of them joining our committee.

Carol Mullinax reported that Actors is working with Recreation and Parks for permission to install large banners near the stage, during the season, to bring attention to the theatre and Actors' presence in the park.  They are also looking into a city grant that could fund further landscaping around the care-taker's cottage and signage for the cottage.  Jerry suggested that the existing kiosk should also be used.  Katharine said part of it is supposed to used by Actors.  She stated that the kiosk was originally meant for:  the German Village Society, Actors' Theatre, the Recreation Center and tree memorials from the Arboretum Fund.  Actors is also working with the man who runs the snack bar to get it refurbished and some Actors' Theatre signage on it.  Carol reported that they are looking into the feasibility of having some of the City's licensed food carts (no more than four) present one night of each different play.  There was general discussion about where these should be placed and the consensus was that they should be on Deshler (with neighbors' consent) to avoid the insurance issues that would arise if they were parked on park land.

Craig reported that the map of Schiller benches had been distributed to members of the Parks and Public Spaces Committee for review and the intern currently working on it is making revisions on it and we should have it by next meeting.

Jerry reported that the March 21 Garten Club meeting will host Jane Forbes as its speaker.  Jane is a landscape architect.  The April 18 meeting will have Nina Bagley, a local beekeeper and masters class instructor at OSU, who will be speaking about beekeeping, the decline of bees in this country and about the beehive that will be installed in Fetch Park late in April.  Fetch Park volunteers will be attending this meeting to get acquainted with "living and working" with a beehive in the park.  Fetch clean-up date is on Earth Day this year, April 16.  The Go Green Committee will be providing lawn waste bags and gloves for the clean-up.  Jerry also told us that the Commission had approved the improvements for the front of Fetch Park and that contractors were putting together costs for the installation of the brick and iron retaining wall.  The City will provide a new sign for the park.  Haus Frau Haven has generously given sponsorship money to help offset costs for the four Third Sunday Concerts this year.  On Haus und Garten tour day, Fetch will be hosting three "mini concerts" for tourists to enjoy.  Friends of Fetch now have more than 60 volunteers working.

Terri Leist asked Jerry if he and Nina Bagley would attend the next Recreation and Parks Board Meeting and give a short talk on the installation of the beehive in Fetch Park.  Terri indicated that everyone is very excited to have this great educational activity going into a city park.

Russ told us that he still does not have word or whether the historic marker that was damaged in Schiller park can be repaired or will have to be replaced.  It was originally not installed in the right location and may be moved, depending on whether it has to be replaced or not.

The Parks and Public Spaces Committee invited Jack Low, our City Forester who is retiring, to this meeting and we presented him with a beautiful framed Larry Hammill photograph, printed with words of our appreciation for all he's done for us.

Brian Santin, President of the Board of Trustees of the German Village Society, presented Jack with a proclamation and indicated that the Board had made a contribution to the Arboretum Fund in Jack's name.

Our next meeting will be April 12 at 11:00 AM, if that works for everyone.

Respectfully submitted,

Sara McNealey, Chair
