Project Narrative for grant application for Schiller Park’s Huntington Garden signage.

1) The garden was a part of the renovation of Schiller Park by the German Village Society and initially funded by the Huntington Bank.  The garden was planted in 1991 by a group of 50 volunteers.  The project manager was Alberta Stevens who is still chairman of this ongoing garden project.

2)  The garden is a combination of three 100’ X 25’ beds in the center of a brick promenade at the Stewart and City Park entrance to Schiller Park.  The garden is maintained by approximately 40 volunteers named The Deadheaders, funded by the German Village Society through community fundraising efforts.  Until 2010 it had been funded by the Huntington Bank who in the past year withdrew its support and therefore we had to reach out to the German Village community for the necessary funds.  

According to information from the City it is the most visited garden in the city park’s system by local residents, and visitors from many parts of the city, state, and country.  

The garden is the only public theme garden of which we are aware.  The east and west beds inside the boxwood hedge are in the colors of the German flag, and the center bed displays the colors of the American flag.  This design was developed to signify the coming together of the two cultures in German Village.  Both native plants in early German landscapes, as well as, newer hybrids from Germany and new plants hybridized in the United States continue to be an important educational tool while we continue to enrich the cultural theme we began.

3)  The ability to learn about gardening through volunteering and the developing camaraderie experienced from working together for community beautification.  The gardens draw, as noted above, a number of visitors to the Village.  We particularly draw a large number of gardening groups from all over the state for whom we give garden tours during the gardening season.

4)  Since the Huntington Bank withdrew support and the destruction of the city greenhouse, the cost of acquiring plant material has escalated and we have had no money to replace the signage.  We have operated on a very tight budget as we are housing over 13,000 plants and maintenance and annual plantings require significant dollars.  Since volunteers cannot be at the garden 24/7, visitors who would like to be able to identify plant material are unable to do so.  And since we have a number of deadheaders who are learning to garden, they are not always able to identify the planting material.  If the requested signage were available then this issue would be resolved.

5)  We are engaged in a neighborhood campaign to raise money for the garden’s endowment fund, which we hope will eventually earn enough interest to fund the gardens annually.  When we are able to grow more of our plants again in the Franklin Park Conservatory’s greenhouse, our expenses will decrease exponentially.  Hopefully the greenhouse will be completed in time for the 2012 planting.

6)  We usually receive a significant amount of newspaper coverage, both in the Columbus and local newspapers. We also have a local Neighbors4Neighbors newsletter e-mailed weekly to anyone who has ever been a German Village Society member or volunteer for any village event.  In this newsletter we share what is blooming in the garden and any other interesting garden tidbits.

7)  The German Village Society gives us no direct funding.  All funding must be raised by campaigns and special events.  We have no in-kind services or products.

8)  The project manager has too many years to admit of gardening experience, thirty years of teaching experience, and a great group of professionals with which she networks.  If the grant award is received, we would happily send a representative to a series of courses on gardening at the Franklin Park Conservatory.
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The purchaser hereby claims exception or exemption on all purchases of tangible personal property and selected services
made under this certificate from:

(vendor’s name)

and certifies that the claim is based upon the purchaser’s proposed use of the items or services, the activity of the purchase, or
both, as shown hereon:

exempt pursuant to 301 (¢ )(3). Internal Revenue Code USCA
Non-Profit organization established 06/17/1960

Purchaser must state a valid reason for claiming exception or exemption.

German Village Society

Purchaser’s name

588 South Third Street

Street address

Columbus, OHio 43315

City, state, ZIfsode

& | Board President

Signature Title

oI\

Date signed

25.250307.3  Federal ID # 31.0969645

Vendor’s license number, if any

Vendors of motor vehicles, titled watercraft and titled outboard motors may use this certificate to
purchase these items under the “resale” exception. Otherwise, purchaser must comply with either rule
5703-9-10 or 5703-9-25 of the Administrative Code.

This certificate cannot be used by construction contractors to purchase material for incorporation into
real property under an exempt construction contract. Construction contractors must comply with rule
5703-9-14 of the Administrative Code.





