
 German Village Society Board of Trustees  
June 11, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

 
 

The meeting of the Board was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President Bill Case.  (It 
should be noted the usual 6 p.m. starting time was moved back one hour to 
accommodate the Haus und Garten PreTour dinner host event that was held at Erika 
Taylor Spa from 5 – 7 p.m.)   Absent members for the Board meeting were as 
follows:  Jeanne Likens, Norm Hall, Mike Yarbrough. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
Treasurer Nick Cavalaris replaced Jeanne Likens as Acting Secretary in her absence 
and agreed to take meeting minutes.  Bill Curlis noted that the minutes from last 
month had a procedural error and must be reconsidered, amended, and re-adopted.   
He noted in last month’s minutes that matters were discussed but no motion was 
mentioned nor do last month’s minutes reflect the minutes were adopted.  The 
Board discussed this issue, and a motion was made by Mr. Roy Bieber and seconded 
by Mr. Jim Hopple to amend the minutes from last month to reflect these changes.  
The motion to amend last month’s minutes was voted on, passed unanimously, and 
adopted.    
 
Appreciation 
 
President Case presented honors to Roy Bieber and Bill Quillan.  Mr. Bieber received 
a Certificate of Appreciation from the Society for the countless hours of work he 
devoted on behalf of the Society’s finances as Finance Committee Chair.    Mr. Quillan 
received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Society for his devotion to and 
volunteering at the Society’s Visitors Center.  A round of applause by all in 
attendance was received by the honorees.   
 
Treasurer’s Report   
 
Treasurer Nick Cavalaris briefly discussed his three written reports concerning the 
finances of the Society as of June 1, 2012.  The reports reflect that the Board 
continues to have positive balances in all accounts and cash flow is pacing higher 
than budgeted.  It was noted by Director Shiloh Todorov and Vice President Darci 
Congrove that Society finances have been positively affected due in part to increased 
Haus und Garten event sponsorships.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS   
 
Executive 
 



President Bill Case gave the Executive Report.  He noted the deadline for City of 
Columbus Streetscape application is July 27, 2012 and this committee is working to 
meet that deadline.   
 
Technology 
 
Brian Santin gave the Technology Report.  He noted the Society’s website is up to 
date with new software plugins.   
 
Civic Relations 
 
Nelson Genshaft filed a written report and no oral report was given.   
 
Finance 
 
Chairman Nick Cavalaris gave a brief oral report of the Finance Committee.  It was 
noted that the financial advisors from Huntington National Bank that were selected 
by the Society will be submitting a written engagement letter to be considered by 
the Board.   
 
Historic Preservation 
 
Chris Hune gave an oral report and commented on the very successful Caretaker’s 
Event last month.   
 
Long Range Planning 
 
Matt Eshelbrenner submitted a written report.  It was also noted by President Bill 
Case that the Society has not taken an official position on the City of Columbus 
Streetscape Plan and the minutes should reflect that.  It was also noted that the Long 
Range Planning Committee officially formed Village Connections as a 501(C)(3) 
charitable organization and Vice Chair of the Committee, Amy Borman, was named 
Chairperson of that Village Connections organization. 
 
It was also noted that one time Columbus City Councilwoman and Franklin County 
Commissioner, Fran Ryan, has joined the Long Range Planning Committee.  
President Case noted all these accomplishments by the Long Range Planning 
Committee and establishment of Village Connections shows the Board’s good 
judgment to allow the LRP Committee the latitude that allowed them to act as a 
charitable organization and this relationship fosters good deeds. 
 
Membership, and Development, and Parks and Public Spaces and Community  
 
Written reports were submitted by Dave Ross on behalf of Development and 
Membership and Sara McNealey on behalf of PPSCE. 
 



Go Green   
 
Brian Santin said no updates for this committee. 
 
Village Singers  
 
No report  
 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 
Nominating Committee 
 
Jim Hopple gave an oral report and stated there are many qualified candidates for 
the Board.  He said the Committee held a breakfast reception in early June that was 
attended by the candidates, members of the GVS Board and others that was very 
successful.  A proposed slate of candidates will be presented to the Board at the July 
9th Board Meeting.  The candidates will be judged by a matrix scoring system and an 
election for the Board seats will be held in August or September 2012.  
 
Haus und Garten    
 
Vice President Darci Congrove submitted a handout entitled 2012 German Village 
Society Haus & Garten Tour Report to the Board of Trustees, 6/11/12.  The report 
was discussed and highlights included: 13 stops on the tour; sold 1,800 tickets (803 
sold on Group On) so far; sponsorships have raised $41,790.00 to date; pre-tour 
event has raised $43,750 to date; and 81% of the $53,750.00 pre-tour ticket sales 
goal has been met to date.  
 
John and Jan Clark were recognized as co-chairs of the event and discussed the 
theme of the PreTour event and received a round of applause from the Board.  
PreTour Chair Ann Gallutia and event planner Adrianne Mellen Ramstack were also 
recognized.      
 
Development Committee  
 
A written report was submitted.  It was noted that there should be a joint effort 
between the Development Committee and the Membership campaign and 
discussion was held to coordinate development and membership drives.  Discussion 
was held on expanding the donor/membership audience and allow for more 
outreach to those who visit the Meeting Haus Visitors Center.   Discussion was held 
on how to combine the two programs together so that donations can be solicited 
more efficiently.  There appear to be many ideas to try and increase donations.  It 
was noted there will be an effort to talk with large donors and ask them what are 
the factors that inspires them to give. 
 



A motion was made by Vice President Congrove that states the Development 
Committee is requesting that $3,000 be moved from the Society’s savings account to 
the Society’s checking account (operating fund) so the Director can use the funds to 
support fundraising efforts and grant opportunities for the promotion of the Society.  
Jim Hopple seconded the motion and the motion was voted on, passed and adopted.      
 
It was noted that on June 14, 2012 at the Meeting Haus at 5 p.m. there will be a 
speaker that will focus on the many ways someone can learn to ask for donations.  
Sara Benson will do a role-play related to this.   
 
GVBC 
 
All Board members are welcome at the New Members Mixer to be held at Barcelona 
on June 12, 2012 at 5:30 p.m..    
 
Marketing Committee  
 
Beth Ervin gave an oral report.  The members of the committee each have a 
particular area of expertise and are working well.  Beth is working on a creative 
brief sheet that will allow her and Director Todorov to outline expectations to 
committee members for each individual project. 
 
Old Business 
 
Director Wish List 
 
Director Todorov set forth a Wish List which includes:  more hours for Jodi 
Graichen, need to allocate approx. $2,000.00 to promote group tours, the 2013 
budget should include funding for the Marketing Committee, and money should be 
allocated for renovations to the Visitors Center and second floor of the Meeting 
Haus.  The idea of the Wish List is the Director is involved in the daily affairs of the 
Meeting Haus and Society and she should be able to identify a few items she deems 
noteworthy and have funds to use to resolve these items at her discretion.  The 
Board discussed empowering her to make those decisions on the condition she 
keeps the Board informed of these expenditures.   
 
A discussion was held about how this Wish List could increase donations.  Beth 
Ervin noted this discretion should help the Society’s capital campaign to increase 
donations.  Vice President Congrove noted we should consider making a list to share 
with potential donors that shows them they have donation options to target their 
donations to specific items.  President Case stated we should consider developing 
marketing material that will help with development and fund raising.   
 
New Business     
 



Vice President Congrove noted everyone should mark their calendars for Tea 
Weekend, August 17 and 18, 2012.  On August 17, Rhonda Sincavage, a TED speaker, 
will give a speech about the power of place in a historic community.  The speech will 
be in the evening at the Fest Hall on August 17th.   In the morning on August 18, Ms. 
Sincavage will meet with Historic Preservation Committee and will attend the Tea as 
well.   
 
Director Todorov brought up the issue of who will handle the property tax lawsuit 
settlement money and which accounts will it be sent to.  The Board in the next 
meeting will ask the Finance Committee to make a recommendation of how much 
goes into each account including a rainy day fund.   
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Jim Hopple and seconded by Chris Hune.  The 
measure passed and the meeting was adjorned at 8:40 pm.     



 

 

 

 

 

June 11, 2012 
 
Monthly Report to the German Village Society Board of Trustees 
 
Submitted by: Russ Arledge, Program and Operations Manager 
 
 
►The new PastPerfect database software program is working flawlessly. All new 
member/renewal letters/email and envelope templates have been installed. Renewing and new 
memberships are being processed smoothly and the appropriate thank you letters are created 
and printed in a fraction of the time it used to take. 
 
►The GVGC May 11 Jazz & Juleps, and the May 12 Market Platz enjoyed perfect weather 
and both were very well attended. 
 
►The Village Valuables event held on May 19 was another huge success as the weather 
cooperated and the crowds were non-stop all day! 
 
►We had a number of school groups visit during the last month for our very popular 
Scavenger Hunts. 
 
►The Police Luncheon for April and May was combined for an evening meeting on May 16th, 
at 7pm. It was very well attended and the thought of repeating an evening meeting was highly 
recommended. Minutes of the meeting can be found on the cyberblockwatch.com website. 
 
►The new cyberblockwatch.com website is doing quite well with 455 registered users. This is 
a collaborative effort between the German Village Society, Schumacher Place, and the citizens 
of both neighborhoods.  
 
►The online Volunteer Scheduling program called WhenToHelp.com  has proven to be 
extremely useful in keeping our Visitors Center volunteers scheduled and organized, The 
program’s report making capability provides the data I use to report the monthly Visitor Center 
volunteer hours worked for the month, or any time period requested. During this month the 
Visitor Center is now back open on Sunday’s and a total of 250+ hours was worked/donated by 
the Visitor Center Volunteers, and we welcomed 574 visitors from Ohio and around the world! 
 
►Also this month… now that the GVS is an official computer recycling drop-off center for the 
Community Computer Alliance, the response has been tremendous! To-date we have had 
collected numerous computers, monitors, laptops, printers, cell phones, and even a fax 
machine… at last count over 9 van loads of computer equipment has been picked-up at the 
Meeting Haus… Thanks to all who have contributed! 
 
It’s been a busy month… all for now. 

http://www.cyberblockwatch.com/
http://www.cyberblockwatch.com/


I was so happy to see my first Caretakers of a Legacy Award ceremony on May 15. We had an 

enthusiastic turnout, we had a chance to thank our donors and we had another great event celebrating 

our core mission of historic preservation and education. 

I'd like to say a hearty thank-you this month to three people who have showed amazing dedication to 

the Village. Bob Jackson is officially easing out of his role as membership coordinator. New software 

purchased in April with Tea 43206 money has allowed Russ Arledge to create a very streamlined 

approach to keeping track of membership, and this allows that function to require MANY fewer hours 

per month. Bob requested a more flexible volunteer schedule once the transition to the new software 

was complete, and now he is spending time helping coordinate Tour volunteers, along with Chris Hune. 

Roy Bieber has stepped down as Finance Committee chairman. Welcome Treasurer Nick Cavalaris to 

that role! 

Also, Bill Quillen has been a long-time volunteer in the Visitors Center on Thursday afternoons. He has 

retired out of that regular role and we already miss him so much! Ken Hunger has stepped up to take 

that shift in the VC. 

I can't thank Pam Bergeron enough for all she does to keep the VC staffed and running smoothly! 

Haus und Garten Tour is coming together beautifully. Tickets are selling, volunteers are lining up and the 

team is delivering on all fronts for this, our biggest fundraiser of the year. 

I had an opportunity to sit down with VP of Community Relations for Nationwide Children's Hospital 

Angela Mingo in May. We had a wide-ranging talk about ways the hospital and German Village could 

partner on a number of shared interests, and promised to keep the lines of communication open.  

I also had a chance to meet Jeff Lefever, director of Columbus Historical Society.  

The entire Upper School of The Wellington School in Upper Arlington came to German Village on May 17 

to serve their Community Service Day. They worked in the park, helped a senior organizer her home, 

provided a deep-cleaning at the Livingston Avenue United Methodist Church Food Pantry and helped us 

clear out three storage areas in the Meeting Haus. We took what they cleared out to the Platz for Village 

Valuables and made $283.62! And we now have breathing room in all of our storage areas to organize 

and store things correctly. We were also honored to partner with Goodwill of Columbus to pick up 

unwanted items from across the neighborhood after Village Valuables. Goodwill said it can't wait to be a 

part again in 2013. 

GVS hosted Prost! on May 17. The young people's social group meets monthly in the Village. Thanks to 

one landlord sharing the invitation with all of her renters, Prost! gained new members and the Society 

gained new members, as well! 

Please welcome our new intern, Ellen Fraser! Ellen just finished her sophomore year at Elon University. 

She is an English and Art History major with a Spanish minor. She grew up in Bexley and spent last 

summer serving as a nanny for Sarah Kellenbarger (who speaks VERY highly of Ellen). Ellen's first 



assignment is to do some research regarding social media and which platforms would best serve GVS’s 

needs – then create a social media strategy for us that any volunteer or future intern could help us 

implement. Another project I’ve spoken to Ellen about creating is some kind of outreach to all of the 

hundreds of visitors who put their name and contact information into our Visitor Log every week. Ellen 

is also very excited about helping digitize our archives as Past Perfect is launched this month. She feels 

this kind of experience will bolster her Art History credentials. Ellen will be with us Mondays 11-5, 

Wednesdays and Fridays 9-3. Stop in and welcome her! 

Ellen and I had a chance to attend a free social media workshop on May 24 created by Cement 

Marketing. Later on the 24th, I attended a workshop on UIRF funding. 

The city intends to make grant funding available to neighborhood groups for projects. With the help of 

Civic Relations, GVS is submitting application to have our Third Street Masterplan project funded for an 

engineering survey. 

I also attended my first Fred & Howard breakfast and was so pleased to see about 100 Villagers there! 

Congratulations, Sarah, on your well-deserved award! Thanks to Max & Erma's for donating breakfast 

and to the Fun Committee for helping out and selling tickets. We netted more than $1,000 in ticket 

sales! 

Working with Russ, Cheryl, Roy, Nick and Larry Anderson, we've streamlined the process for getting 

financial transactions to Cheryl. Russ did a "two-weeks-at-a-glance" timeline of how he uses his time. 

The portion of the pie he was spending on transactions was equal to the time he's spending on Past 

Perfect. Since we have a professional bookkeeper and we want Russ to be the professional museum 

curator that he is – as well as absorb Bob Jackson's membership duties – I asked the above named 

whether there was anything we could do to free up time for Russ related to money matters. Going 

forward, this group has agreed that Russ should: Open the mail, date stamp invoices, stamp any checks 

with a ‘deposit only,' on the day before Cheryl arrives at the office, fill out any check requests 

(revenue/expense form) and total the checks. 
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German Village Society  
Financial Highlights for June 2012     6/6/12 

Nick Cavalaris, Treasurer  
  

 
 

This report highlights certain items of the attached financial reports that are presented to the GVS board each month.   
Please note that the accompanying reports are as of June 1, 2012 and reflect reconciled balances to the last available 
bank statement.  They also include unreconciled amounts from the previous month in order to give the board the most 
current information available from QuickBooks.  The financial advisor selection of Herbert Chen and Brenda Dean of 
Huntington National Bank was nominated by the Finance Committee and approved by the Board at the May 2012 
Board meeting.  The advisors will present a detailed engagement proposal to the selection committee which will be 
presented to the Board for approval at the June 2012 Board meeting.  
 

1. Balance Sheet  (attached):     
 

Total Operations Bank Account Balances: $262,969.65  
 

Board Designated Funds Balance:   $357,123.84  
    

Designated Checking Balance:   $74,757.93  
 

Perm. Restricted Funds Account Balance: $138,117.58  
 

Total Balance of GVS Bank Accounts:  $833,069.00 
 
 

 
2. 2012 Operational Budget vs. Actual Reports including Variance by Month (attached)    

 
 

  



Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

Income

   Admission/Event Income 0.00 256.00 0.00 32.58 20.00 2,524.03 510.00 31,658.48 33,795.00 74,350.00 1,725.00 0.00 1,500.00 7,850.00 0.00 0.00 34,471.09 119,750.00

   Advertising Income 3,800.00 1,850.00 3,125.00 1,850.00 4,401.25 2,050.00 2,025.00 2,500.00 2,697.50 7,775.00 3,300.00 400.00 400.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 16,048.75 20,125.00

   Contributions 6,812.08 4,075.00 954.57 1,425.00 175.50 200.00 4,694.71 2,300.00 3,805.50 0.00 0.00 2,875.00 100.00 0.00 1,975.00 3,200.00 500.00 16,442.36 16,650.00

   In-Kind Donations 100.00 5,829.00 295.00 960.00 2,000.00 0.00 159.80 0.00 47,315.00 3,025.00 6,895.00 5,850.00 7,960.00 700.00 0.00 7,988.80 73,100.00

   Interest Income 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 550.00 0.00 0.00 550.00

   Membership Dues - GVS 53,698.84 33,660.00 4,137.00 5,410.00 2,650.00 6,030.00 3,115.39 4,695.00 2,330.00 3,650.00 5,940.00 4,575.00 1,055.00 3,065.00 1,720.00 0.00 0.00 65,931.23 69,800.00

   Membership Dues -GVBC 6,450.00 3,975.00 1,425.00 1,750.00 225.00 1,150.00 75.00 500.00 75.00 75.00 125.00 0.00 75.00 75.00 0.00 0.00 8,175.00 7,800.00

   Merchandise Income 175.00 50.00 114.00 125.00 172.00 175.00 873.00 150.00 131.00 275.00 925.00 100.00 200.00 150.00 275.00 200.00 1,375.00 1,465.00 4,000.00

   Miscellaneous Income 194.00 0.00 0.00 145.53 350.00 24.00 0.00 50.00 100.00 1,585.00 900.00 2,325.00 820.00 0.00 0.00 120.00 413.53 6,200.00

   Rental Income 685.00 25.00 480.00 100.00 350.00 75.00 560.00 175.00 5,777.50 50.00 100.00 150.00 0.00 825.00 550.00 50.00 50.00 7,852.50 2,150.00

   Sponsorship 0.00 0.00 2,000.00 0.00 1,500.00 4,500.00 8,749.37 3,000.00 12,025.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 12,249.37 19,525.00

   Tour Income 75.00 0.00 268.00 250.00 836.00 0.00 32.00 275.00 654.00 750.00 350.00 275.00 275.00 225.00 425.00 175.00 0.00 1,865.00 3,000.00

   Transfer- Meeting Haus Maintenance 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,150.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,150.00 0.00 12,300.00

Total Income $  71,889.92 $  43,735.00 $  16,588.57 $  11,205.00 $  10,987.86 $  11,010.00 $  17,423.13 $  15,605.00 $  56,013.15 $  49,470.00 $           0.00 $152,115.00 $           0.00 $  14,150.00 $           0.00 $  11,250.00 $           0.00 $  12,510.00 $           0.00 $  20,830.00 $           0.00 $    4,875.00 $           0.00 $    8,195.00 $172,902.63 $354,950.00

Gross Profit $  71,889.92 $  43,735.00 $  16,588.57 $  11,205.00 $  10,987.86 $  11,010.00 $  17,423.13 $  15,605.00 $  56,013.15 $  49,470.00 $           0.00 $152,115.00 $           0.00 $  14,150.00 $           0.00 $  11,250.00 $           0.00 $  12,510.00 $           0.00 $  20,830.00 $           0.00 $    4,875.00 $           0.00 $    8,195.00 $172,902.63 $354,950.00

Expenses

   Accounting Expense 593.75 560.00 606.25 560.00 568.75 560.00 581.25 560.00 568.75 560.00 550.00 560.00 560.00 560.00 560.00 560.00 550.00 2,918.75 6,700.00

   Advertising 300.00 0.00 545.00 350.00 300.00 730.00 187.28 0.00 991.53 360.00 950.00 825.00 60.00 2,475.00 200.00 0.00 0.00 2,323.81 5,950.00

   Audit Fees 0.00 370.00 575.00 1,625.00 2,955.30 1,575.00 2,641.90 1,125.00 600.00 0.00 0.00 450.00 0.00 0.00 50.00 5,967.20 6,000.00

   Bank/Credit Card Fees 141.72 140.00 271.29 90.00 177.01 150.00 154.03 220.00 435.58 1,815.00 3,125.00 155.00 65.00 90.00 390.00 680.00 30.00 1,179.63 6,950.00

   Computer Related Costs 346.86 300.00 461.96 125.00 222.35 425.00 2,016.60 200.00 3,674.58 600.00 175.00 425.00 100.00 200.00 700.00 100.00 150.00 6,722.35 3,500.00

   Consulting Fees 6,500.00 6,500.00 0.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 0.00 0.00 6,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 12,500.00 18,500.00

   Dues & Subcriptions 184.00 184.00 0.00

   Equipment Rental 519.00 590.00 152.10 0.00 304.20 340.00 1,431.50 0.00 548.92 170.00 340.00 5,830.00 170.00 680.00 550.00 30.00 150.00 2,955.72 8,850.00

   Food/Beverages 100.00 200.00 261.58 100.00 851.41 15.00 100.00 400.00 956.15 100.00 5,375.00 0.00 7,425.00 0.00 630.00 530.00 100.00 2,269.14 14,875.00

   Gifts & Awards 0.00 0.00 0.00 463.60 450.00 369.40 0.00 1,775.00 130.00 20.00 0.00 100.00 700.00 0.00 833.00 3,175.00

   In-Kind Expense 100.00 5,829.00 295.00 960.00 2,000.00 0.00 159.80 0.00 47,315.00 3,025.00 6,895.00 5,850.00 7,960.00 700.00 0.00 7,988.80 73,100.00

   License/Fees/Permits 0.00 0.00 0.00 400.00 200.00 50.00 325.00 250.00 25.00 0.00 150.00 280.00 0.00 20.00 450.00 1,250.00

   Meeting Haus Cleaning 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 2,900.00 8,700.00

   Meeting Haus Groundskeeping 0.00 97.50 200.00 150.00 76.50 100.00 62.50 0.00 75.00 0.00 275.00 0.00 100.00 0.00 125.00 236.50 1,025.00

   Miscellaneous Expense 2,105.00 115.00 150.00 0.00 8.00 5.00 380.00 100.00 77.65 880.00 425.00 775.00 0.00 0.00 3,020.00 205.00 0.00 2,720.65 5,525.00

   Payroll Processing 179.54 170.00 102.84 95.00 117.84 95.00 113.34 120.00 102.84 95.00 100.00 130.00 105.00 105.00 130.00 105.00 50.00 616.40 1,300.00

   Payroll Taxes 1,225.58 775.00 1,050.73 775.00 777.73 775.00 647.06 775.00 -617.47 775.00 775.00 775.00 775.00 775.00 775.00 775.00 775.00 3,083.63 9,300.00

   Postage 560.24 705.00 300.00 -364.95 975.00 430.00 0.00 884.54 710.00 850.00 0.00 0.00 860.00 0.00 0.00 175.00 1,509.83 4,575.00

   Printing/Signage 425.38 100.00 633.78 100.00 650.00 4,450.00 3,256.82 225.00 3,666.93 1,425.00 3,675.00 175.00 500.00 325.00 415.00 285.00 350.00 8,632.91 12,025.00

   Property & D/O Insurance 0.00 0.00 5,136.00 1,900.00 3,800.00 914.55 955.00 955.00 955.00 955.00 955.00 2,300.00 0.00 0.00 6,050.55 12,775.00

   Real Estate Tax 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10,000.00 0.00 20,000.00

   Repairs & Maintenance 2,476.51 175.00 215.35 10.00 3,652.25 200.00 1,832.44 20.00 192.23 20.00 20.00 495.00 475.00 800.00 560.00 600.00 200.00 8,368.78 3,575.00

   Salaries/Wages 8,458.32 8,460.00 8,458.32 8,460.00 8,458.32 8,460.00 8,458.32 8,460.00 8,458.32 8,460.00 8,460.00 8,460.00 8,460.00 8,460.00 8,460.00 8,460.00 8,440.00 42,291.60 101,500.00

   Security 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 575.00 425.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00

   Storage 1,020.00 1,025.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,020.00 1,025.00

   Supplies 450.00 140.74 350.00 127.97 75.00 323.75 650.00 244.58 275.00 700.00 1,625.00 325.00 100.00 1,900.00 50.00 100.00 837.04 6,600.00

   Transportation/Towing 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,900.00 975.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,875.00

   Utilities 1,288.17 1,180.00 1,014.56 1,110.00 734.76 850.00 395.02 1,010.00 1,664.42 825.00 1,725.00 525.00 1,375.00 1,300.00 730.00 1,580.00 990.00 5,096.93 13,200.00

Total Expenses $  26,240.07 $  22,270.00 $  21,086.00 $  14,220.00 $  28,446.64 $  29,465.00 $  27,111.81 $  19,590.00 $  26,772.70 $  20,200.00 $           0.00 $  98,415.00 $           0.00 $  27,015.00 $           0.00 $  29,265.00 $           0.00 $  24,860.00 $           0.00 $  30,485.00 $           0.00 $  16,085.00 $           0.00 $  22,980.00 $129,657.22 $354,850.00

Net Operating Income $  45,649.85 $  21,465.00 -$   4,497.43 -$   3,015.00 -$ 17,458.78 -$ 18,455.00 -$   9,688.68 -$   3,985.00 $  29,240.45 $  29,270.00 $           0.00 $  53,700.00 $           0.00 -$ 12,865.00 $           0.00 -$ 18,015.00 $           0.00 -$ 12,350.00 $           0.00 -$   9,655.00 $           0.00 -$ 11,210.00 $           0.00 -$ 14,785.00 $  43,245.41 $       100.00

Other Expenses

   Deferred Gain/Loss Investments -1.75 -1.33 -4.58 -1.33 -8.99 0.00

Total Other Expenses -$         1.75 $           0.00 -$         1.33 $           0.00 -$         4.58 $           0.00 -$         1.33 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 -$         8.99 $           0.00

Net Other Income $           1.75 $           0.00 $           1.33 $           0.00 $           4.58 $           0.00 $           1.33 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           8.99 $           0.00

Net Income $  45,651.60 $  21,465.00 -$   4,496.10 -$   3,015.00 -$ 17,454.20 -$ 18,455.00 -$   9,687.35 -$   3,985.00 $  29,240.45 $  29,270.00 $           0.00 $  53,700.00 $           0.00 -$ 12,865.00 $           0.00 -$ 18,015.00 $           0.00 -$ 12,350.00 $           0.00 -$   9,655.00 $           0.00 -$ 11,210.00 $           0.00 -$ 14,785.00 $  43,254.40 $       100.00

Total 

Friday, Jun 01, 2012 12:37:35 AM PDT GMT-7 - Cash Basis

German Village Society

2012 GVS Budget Variance by Month
January - December 2012

Jul 2012 Aug 2012 Sep 2012 Oct 2012 Nov 2012 Dec 2012Jan 2012 Feb 2012 Mar 2012 Apr 2012 May 2012 Jun 2012



Total

ASSETS

   Current Assets

      Bank Accounts

         Bank Accounts - Operations

            Operations Chase Checking - 6039 57,873.22

            Operations Chase Savings - 4693 205,096.43

            Operations Fifth Third Checking - 5113 0.00

         Total Bank Accounts - Operations $               262,969.65

         Board Designated Bank Accounts

            Board Designated Checking - 1362

               Bicentennial Fund 3,250.00

               Council of Historic Neighborhoods 1,777.87

               For the Good of the Neighborhood 5,439.46

               Frank Fetch Park/Maintenance 50.00

               Fund for Historic Preservation 8,411.27

               German Village Business Community 28,542.53

               Highfield Garden 499.17

               Huntington Garden/Maintenance 18,035.34

               Schiller Friends of Schiller Fund 3,580.91

               Schiller Park/Arboretum Fund 806.21

               Schiller Park/Bench Fund 888.00

               Schiller Trash Can Fund 250.00

               Village Singers 3,227.17

            Total Board Designated Checking - 1362 $                 74,757.93

            Board Designated Funds

               Meeting Haus Maint/Replacement 156,453.88

               Warner Maintenance - 2342 8,357.04

               Warner Maintenance - 5402 179,609.58

               Warner Maintenance - 8188 12,703.34

            Total Board Designated Funds $               357,123.84

         Total Board Designated Bank Accounts $               431,881.77

         Permanently Restricted Fund Accounts

            Frank Fetch Endowment 0.00

            Fund at Columbus Foundation 753.93

            Huntington Garden Endowment 137,363.65

         Total Permanently Restricted Fund Accounts $               138,117.58

         Petty Cash 100.00

      Total Bank Accounts $               833,069.00

      Accounts Receivable

         Accounts Receivable-General 0.00

      Total Accounts Receivable $                          0.00

      Other Current Assets

German Village Society

Balance Sheet
As of June 1, 2012



         Inventory 1,000.00

      Total Other Current Assets $                   1,000.00

   Total Current Assets $               834,069.00

   Fixed Assets

      Building 588 South Third Street

         Cost 759,990.66

         Depreciation -473,685.99

         Land 40,000.00

      Total Building 588 South Third Street $               326,304.67

      Leasehold Improvements 45,525.00

      Office Equipment

         Cost 75,430.87

         Depreciation -190,359.76

      Total Office Equipment -$              114,928.89

      Office Furniture

         Cost 113,895.39

      Total Office Furniture $               113,895.39

      Office Paintings

         Cost 1,775.00

      Total Office Paintings $                   1,775.00

   Total Fixed Assets $               372,571.17

TOTAL ASSETS $            1,206,640.17

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

   Liabilities

      Current Liabilities

         Accounts Payable

            Accounts Payable 0.00

         Total Accounts Payable $                          0.00

         Other Current Liabilities

            Deferred Revenue-Property Taxes 146,221.44

            Designated Funds GVBC Payable -5,603.00

            Designated Funds GVS Payable 0.00

            Other Current Liabilities 0.00

            Prepaid GVBC Membership Dues 0.00

            Prepaid GVS Advertising Fees 0.00

            Prepaid GVS Membership Dues 0.00

            Sales tax payable 0.00

         Total Other Current Liabilities $               140,618.44

      Total Current Liabilities $               140,618.44

   Total Liabilities $               140,618.44

   Equity

      Designated Earnings

         Non Restricted 0.00

         Restricted 0.00



      Total Designated Earnings $                          0.00

      Retained Earnings 990,173.96

      Net Income 75,847.77

   Total Equity $            1,066,021.73

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $            1,206,640.17

Friday, Jun 01, 2012 12:37:39 AM PDT GMT-7 - Cash Basis
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Committee: Board Chair/Rep: Meeting Date: 
Technology Committee 
 
 

Roy Bieber 
Brian Santin 

 

Number of Attendees:  New Members?: 
 
 
 

  

Executive Summary: 
 
Aside from continual updates on plug-ins and overall site maintenance, the form 
builder component of the website has been a major push in the last few weeks.  
We are trying to make Volunteer options more accessible for members via a 
dedicated link on the germanvillage.com homepage.  We believe that there are a 
number of members who aren’t exactly sure where they would like to volunteer or 
help out with various Society groups when they first join or even renew each year 
online.  Therefore this option will allow Society committee’s and activities to 
hopefully attract more participation in an ongoing manner throughout the year. 
 
The membership portion of PastPerfect is running 100%... it is now being used 
exclusively for processing all new and renewing members, printing thank-you 
letters/envelopes or sending thank-you emails, and I have entered all Get 
Connected categories so that all members will have their interests identified from 
this point forward. In fact, Pam just dropped off the generic email  response to be 
used for each category… Bob no longer has to cut-n-paste a list for Pam and 
Pam no longer has to cut-n-paste and send out individual emails to the member 
and committee chair… it can all be done automatically at the point of member 
data entry/update with just the click of a few buttons… done! 
 
 
 
Meeting Objectives/Highlights: 

 

 Request for staff time or Volunteers? 

 Financial Resources? 

 Issues or concerns that require consideration by the Board or staff for 
possible response or action with timeline included 
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Next Steps: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Civic Relations has no action items to present to the Board for its June 2012 meeting.  We continue to 
work on funding for the engineering package for Third St, and we are in the process of preparing a grant 
application to UIRE for $400,000 for this work.  The grant application is due by 7/27/12.  We would like 
to get Board approval to submit the application, but we are not ready right now.  We will plan to put this 
matter on the Board’s agenda for the July meeting. 
 
Submitted by Nelson Genshaft, committee chair 



Finance  (oral report) 



Historic Preservation (no report) 
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Committee: Board Chair/Rep: Meeting Date: 

Streetscape 

 

Tim Bibler May 22,29, 2012 

Number of Attendees:  New Members?: 

8 and 6 

 

  

Executive Summary: 

Streetscape Amenities 

The committee set a goal to develop a Streetscape Amenities Master Plan that will 

provide the German Village Society with an opportunity to communicate and enforce the 

long term vision for all future amenities along the Third Street Streetscape.  The Master 

Plan will help to ensure that the German Village Society will make wise and justified 

short-term decisions that will preserve the long-term integrity of Third Street. 

 

The Committee identified and categorized the Streetscape amenities as part of the 

strategy to develop the Master Plan.  The next step will be to review and decide design 

concepts. 

 

Brick Sidewalk Demonstration 

The committee reviewed the lottery concept and the idea of doing a demonstration 

project and concluded that there were too many potential problems for a successful 

outcome.  It was decided to attempt to come up with other ways to promote brick 

sidewalks at the June meeting.   

 

Brick Sidewalk Bank 

The committee is still exploring the idea of having a bank, offer property owners a low 

interest loan for brick sidewalks.  

   

Meeting Objectives/Highlights: 

 Request for staff time or Volunteers?  None. 

 Financial Resources?  None. 

 Issues or concerns that require consideration by the Board or staff for possible 

response or action with timeline included.  None 

 

 

Next Steps: 
 

Next Meeting June 26, 2012  
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German Village Long Range Planning Committee Minutes 

Meeting from 5/10/2012 

 

Stewart School Update 

Construction Update on the Project 

- There are 4 issues to solve before the school district begins construction 
o 2 issues seem to be very minor and are in the process of being fixed 
o School must provide parking on site for all teachers/staff so as not to cause additional 

congestion in that part of the Village 
o School/GV/Brewery District must still work together to find way to solve Pearl Street 

issue.  The GV Society feels strongly that the Street should not be permanently closed so 
the conversation is how to best work around this issue. 

Plan for the Future 

- We are working to set up a round table discussion consisting of potential parents to measure 
interest and answer key questions regarding interest in this project before proceeding further.  
More information to come soon here. 

- We are also working to develop a survey to distribute to potential parents who might not be able 
to make a round table discussion.  

- The goal for the round table/survey is to gather information surrounding whether or not they 
would send their children to a public school in German Village if we are able to work with the 
School Board to ensure some guaranteed spots for GV residents. 

Village Connections Update 

- Below is the update provided by Ed from their 5/10 meeting 

We have presented our founding documents to Darci Congrove for review; these  include a 501 C 3 
application, By Laws, Business Plan, and Articles of Incorporation. Our plan is to submit these to the IRS 
once the Board has reviewed them at our June 7 meeting. 
  
We are delighted to have already found twelve village residents to join our Board, and we continue to talk 
to interested individuals about this exciting and groundbreaking endeavor. 
 
We are collecting supporting documents in preparation for an anticipated RPF from the Ohio Department 
of Aging which may lead to a substantial grant. 
 
We have  looked at Census data, particularly in our neighboring areas that will be part of the Village 
Connections membership area. This includes Schumacher Place, Marion Village, The Brewery District, 
and downtown below 670. The census tracks do not match up precisely with the designated 
neighborhoods but census indicates that our potential membership base in German Village and the four 
surrounding neighborhoods is 1538 individuals  who are sixty five or older and 3305 who are fifty to sixty 
four.  
 
We are developing a job description for an Executive Director, likely to be our first and most important 
hire. 
 
We are developing a logo and a website. The website is designed to host our administration entirely 
online. The site will handle the village’s membership database, signups and renewals, donations, committees, 
documents, discussions, store, photo sharing, event calendar and registration and financial management 
using the Internet 



GV Transportation Update 

- Final presentation from Nick Gurich will happen at our next GV LRP Committee Mtg. on Wednesday, 
June 13

th
, 2012. 

City Services 

- We have identified the below issues as things people might want to know more about. The city 
provides the majority of these services free of charge but we would like to find the best way to inform 
GV residents so they can use these services when needed. 

o Sidewalk repair 
o Tree issues 
o Utility Poles 
o Curb breaks 
o Potholes 
o Street lights 
o Bulk pickup 
o Fences in disrepair 

 

- Could we work to include in the below places?  I will touchbase with Shiloh to see which place(s) she 
would recommend. 

o Membership Directory 
o Weekly Blog 
o Welcome Neighbor Packet 
o GV Website 

 



Membership  (written report jointly with Development) 



Parks, Public Spaces & Community Events 
Minutes 

May 3, 2012  
Committee Chair Sara McNealey called the meeting to order at 8:40am.  

Members Present: Craig Seeds, Connie Swain, Ann Lilly, Lindy Michael, Katharine 

Moore, Sara McNealey, Jerry Glick, Sarah Irvin Clark, Shiloh Todorov, Sara Irvin Clark, 

Terri Leist, Deacon Mickey Hawkins 

Carol Mullinax moved that the minutes of the April meeting be adopted into the 
record, Katharine Moore seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
Actors’ Theatre 
Carol reported that Opening Night for Actors’ Theatre is Thursday, May 24, and 
that it would feature, as a fundraising event, a tent dinner catered by the 
Explorers Club and Winans Coffee and Chocolates. She also indicated that the 
group received a grant for $2,000 from the Little Garden Club of Columbus to 
help fund the landscaping of the Caretaker’s Cottage, a project she would be 
working on with the assistance of Sara McNealey.  
German Village Garten Club 
Friends of Frank Fetch Park 
Jerry Glick provided an update on the Garden Club’s annual Jazz and Juleps 
event, which will take place at the Meeting Haus on May 11, is almost sold out 
and that the Garten Mart, held the next day on May 12, will bigger and better this 
year. The hours have been extended, from 8:30am to 3:30pm, and will be 
operating in bigger space, incorporating Willow Street, and have more vendors. 
He announced that Frank Fetch Park received a grant from MiracleGro, both 
financial aid and materials that will be put to good use for park improvements. He 
also reported that the third Sunday Concert Series, which will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary this summer, would feature An American Songbook theme. He also 
said that plans are underway for the June 22 tour of German Village public and 
private gardens for members of the American Garden Association, which is 
holding its conference in Columbus this year.  
GVS Report  
Shiloh Todorov reported that the Wellington School will provide 150 volunteer 
students to provide assistance with various projects in German Village from nine 
to noon, May 17. Final details are still being worked out. Craig Seeds says the 
city will provide paint and other materials for painting the fence around Schiller 
Monument and the playground. Shiloh also reminded the group of the upcoming 
Caretakers of the Legacy Event on May 15, which will feature Mayor Coleman, 
and urged committee members to attend. 
Friends of Schiller 
Katharine Moore reported that the group had received a $2000 grant from the 
Little Garden Club of Columbus for the landscaping of Schiller Monument. The 
application for a certificate of appropriateness from the German Village 
Commission for the light fixtures has been tabled, pending a test of light options.  
Katharine also indicated that the Friends of Schiller launch went very well and that one of 

the attendees offered to create a Constant Contact account for the group, which would 

improve communications among the volunteers. The Schiller Park planting is scheduled 

for May 21 4:30 until 7:00 pm with the goal of planting the welcoming gardens. Flowers 

will again be provided by Nationwide Children’s Hospital.  

Sara distributed a report submitted by Linda Friedman on behalf of the 
Huntington Garden Committee regarding the painting and restoration of the 
benches bordering Huntington Promenade. In the report, Huntington Garden 



asked the PPSCE Committee to allocate money from the Bench Reserve Fund to 
cover the expense of painting 5 trashcans on the Huntington Promenade. 
Katharine explained that the Bench Reserve Fund is under the auspices of the 
Friends of Schiller and that those funds have already been allocated for use in 
2012. Shiloh indicated that she would follow up with Bert regarding this 
information. 
Bert approached the Columbus Parks and Recreation Department about funding 
replacements for the stolen bronze plaques taken from the Huntington 
promenade. Alan McKnight approved the request. Katharine subsequently asked 
that he extend his offer to include the replacement of stolen plaques on all the 
benches in Schiller Park, and he agreed. Katharine is to conduct an inventory of 
benches that are missing plaques and submit an order for the replacements.  
The Committee discussed the need to prioritize funding requests to the city, 
before they are submitted, noting that the Schiller Monument has been identified 
by a public arts assessment group as being in very poor condition. One stopgap 
effort to delay further deterioration is to wax the entire statue, a $2,800 expense. 
Terri Leist, Assistant Director of Columbus Recreation and Parks, said that 
money necessary to repair or wax the statue is not in the department’s capital 
funds at this point, but encouraged Friends of Schiller to re-submit its proposal 
and to continue to look for funding.  
Katharine also reported that the plans for the September 8th and 9th Bicentennial 
Celebration in Schiller Park are well underway. As part of this effort, Deacon 
Mickey Hawkins has researched carillion music with the goal of finding a version 
of Ode to Joy that could be played by the church bells. He reported that he had 
received a quote for $500 for the equipment and technician that would make this 
possible. 
St.  Mary’s Church 
Deacon Hawkins reported that Luna Alsharaiha, who represents St. Mary’s 
School, asked him to let group know that on May 30th the school will be hosting a 
showcase to allow people to learn more about the school and what it offers to the 
children and the community. Invitations will go out soon. He also reported that 
this coming weekend that parents would be helping to clean up the area around 
the school. 
Arboretum Fund 
Lindy reported that she has approval for GVS Development Committee to do 
fundraising for the 2013 treatment of trees with ash borers in Schiller Park. She 
also talked to meetings for residents of Schumacher Place and Merion Village to 
let them know about the availability of ash borer treatment. They agreed to help 
publicize.  
She also reported that several new trees are due to be planted in the park soon, 
thanks to generous by a few people whose houses border the park. 
Grace Highfield Garden 
Ann reported that the garden has $82,874.12 in its endowment fund at the 
Columbus Foundation.  
Fun Committee 
Shiloh reported that the fun committee has planned a special outing on the 
upcoming Friday to a Clippers game. She also reported that Max and Erma’s 
needs volunteers to set up for the Fred and Howard Memorial Breakfast on June 
7. 
Community Garden  



Connie reported that the community garden is doing well and that they are 
looking for a donation of bench for visitors to the community garden. She invited 
committee members to scout the Village Valuables sale for a bench. 
Recreation and Parks 
Terri indicated that she had no report. Craig said that starting on the upcoming 
Saturday, the city would start picking up trash in big parks, like Schiller, on both 
Saturday and Sunday. 
 Old Business 
None. 
New Business  
None. 
Sara adjourned the meeting. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday,  

June 6 at 9 am. 
 



Ode to Joy
 A Bicentennial Celebration

in Historic Schiller Park



 

Ode to Joy 

A Bicentennial Celebration in Schiller Park 

The German Village community will celebrate Columbus’ Bicentennial on September 8 

and 9, 2012 in one of the city’s most storied locations: historic Schiller Park. 

The park has played a significant role in the culture of our city.  Citizens have gathered 

for Sangerfests, Fourth of July celebrations that were especially meaningful to new 

Americans, baseball games, romantic picnics for two, military ceremonies and, more 

recently, performances of Shakespeare’s works under the stars. This tradition of 

gathering the community together in a public park has infused the character of Columbus 

with a spirit of camaraderie and democracy.  

The German Village Society has collaborated with the Recreation and Parks Department 

over many years to forge what is widely recognized as a model private/public 

partnership. Enhancements to the park have included an amphitheatre, lighting, the 

restored carriage path, and several spectacular public gardens. This legacy of civic 

generosity began with the gift of the Schiller monument by area residents in 1891. The 

bronze statue is considered one of the most historically significant pieces of public art 

owned by the City of Columbus. 

Schiller, born in 1759 in the very region of German that so many Columbus Germans 

claimed ancestry, was a philosopher, historian and dramatist whose contemporaries were 

Goethe, Beethoven and Mozart. He features prominently in the cultural history of 

Germany and helped spread the theories of the Enlightenment through his various written 

works. His words were used by Beethoven as the lyrics for the final movement of his 

Ninth Symphony, Ode to Joy. Though he was ennobled later in life for his literary 

achievements, he raised issues felt by every man of every class and stature ~ it comes as 

little surprise that Columbus Germans would have chosen to recognize his influence upon 

the world in a little corner of theirs. To make their monumental gift possible, German-

American neighbors raised funds by selling subscriptions, soliciting donations from 

German-American societies and neighborhood breweries, and by sponsoring festivals and 

bazaars. The nearly 11-foot high statue was cast at the Ferdinand von Miller Foundry in 

Munich, Germany. In honor of its German-American citizens and on the centennial of 

Schiller’s death in 1905, the city changed the park’s name from City Park to Schiller 

Park.  Clearly, the persistence and persuasiveness of today’s German Villagers goes back 

more than 100 years!  

To commemorate the park’s place in Columbus history, the inspiration of Schiller’s 

words, and the vibrant community that helps maintain the grounds today, both a capital 

project with long-term improvements and a community celebration are planned.  

The Schiller Monument has been a bit neglected; the area needs to be landscaped, a sign 

with the story of both Schiller’s genius and the gift of the statue by early Villagers placed 

in the new garden, and lights installed to illuminate the monument at night. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symphony_No._9_(Beethoven)


As the sun goes down on September 8, 2012, the Harmony Project community choir will 

perform Joyful, Joyful as the century-old Schiller Statue is illuminated for the first time. 

Goose bumps guaranteed!   

The Friends of Schiller Park will host “Light it Up” a tented dessert and dancing party 

following the lighting.  The ticketed event ($50 per person) will raise funds and friends 

for Schiller Park. 

Festivities will continue on September 9, 2012 with a family picnic and an afternoon of 

activities for park lovers of all ages. Costumed characters from Actors’ Theatre of 

Columbus will be positioned at locations around Schiller Park to tell the stories of the 

Umbrella Girl fountain, the creation of the Schiller monument and it's long journey from 

Munich to Columbus, the petting zoo of long ago, the gathering of citizen-soldiers on 

their way to fight in the Mexican-American War in the 1840s, and the celebration that 

was held upon the soldiers’ return home. We will hold a pie baking contest just as they 

did at The Ohio State Fair when it was held in the park in 1865 and 1866, and organize a 

scavenger hunt complete with prizes. The entire neighborhood will be invited to gather 

for a "family portrait" around the Schiller monument, with photographer Larry Hammill 

perched high in a cherry picker to capture every prideful smile. Our goal is to entertain, 

educate, and delight 1,000 guests. 

Project Goals 
 

Communities throughout Columbus have been encouraged to celebrate the city’s 

bicentennial anniversary this year. It would have been easy enough to offer a lecture on 

the role German Village has played in the redevelopment of the downtown area, or to 

display our collection of historic artifacts and check off the obligation to recognize the 

City's milestone anniversary. 

 

But our ambitions were much greater. 

 

As Mayor Michael Coleman said in his State of the City Speech this year “None of our 

neighborhoods is in more need of renewal than the South Parsons Corridor on the South 

Side, where one in five houses is vacant and abandoned. High teen pregnancy, infant 

mortality and death rates for chronic diseases plague the neighborhood. 

 

We called the community to act, and our call to action has been heard... most 

importantly, this neighborhood needs champions to fight for them." 

 

The German Village Society is a champion of the South Side. 

 

We have developed the Ode to Joy project as an invitation to our neighbors to enjoy the 

park and as a campaign to remind our community that there are noble lessons here to be 

shared.  

The weekend celebration will utilize the arts of storytelling, music, and dance. The 

Schiller Monument tells the story of a struggling immigrant community pooling their 



resources and commissioning a public work of art.  They didn’t choose the most 

decorated general, or the patron saint of breweries to represent their aspirations.  They 

chose a poet.  They chose a philosopher who wrote of the importance of nurturing one’s  

soulful self no matter how distracting the work, the politics, and the minutia of the day 

might be.  We don’t want that story to ever be lost.  Our earliest neighbors, having 

escaped tyranny and repression, launched new lives in Columbus, Ohio based on their 

belief that the world could be peaceably transformed through poetry, literature, music, 

and mindfulness.  

We believe this carefully considered blend of programs, events, and park improvements 

will: 

 Enhance Schiller Park with capital improvements utilizing the long-successful 

model of private/public partnerships  

 Educate and showcase the role the earliest German immigrants played in the 

development of Columbus  

 Remind all of our rich legacy of civic generosity that is illustrated by the gift of 

the Schiller Monument, one of the city’s most significant pieces of public art 

 Instill a sense of awe, history and pride for Schiller Park, German Village, and 

Columbus  

 Provide a "friend raising" opportunity for Friends of Schiller Park, strengthening 

the organization for future projects and initiatives  

 



Outline of Plans for September 8 and 9 Bicentennial Festivities 
June 8, 2012 

 

Saturday, September 8, 2012 

Lighting Ceremony and Concert  7:15pm 

 Program and concert featuring The Harmony Project Community Choir 

 Illumination of Schiller Monument, Bells of Saint Mary’s 

 

Ticketed Dessert and Dancing “Light it Up” Party on Deshler Avenue 8:30pm 

Desserts, dancing, raffle…Friend Raising!  The steering committee of Mike Cornelis, Bill Mains, 

Connie Swain, Meghan Humphries, Brigid Butler, Bill Curlis, Christinia Leonard, P. Susan Sharrock, 

and Ashley Stephens are working on the details and are building a host committee to help sell 

tickets, which will be priced at $50 per person. 

Sunday, September 9, 2012 

Ode to Joy Bicentennial Celebration    Noon until 4:00pm 

 Picnic and concert with The All People Band 12:00 – 1:30 

In the picnic area…we are thinking up a way to encourage participation…tables hosted 

by committees and affiliated organizations…Garten Club, GVS Board of Trustees, Dead 

Headers, Merion Village Society, German Village Business Community etc ?  Ideas? 

 Living History Stations    1:30 – 2:30 

Jody Graichen, Marshall Swain and Liese Kuehn are developing scripts for each of the 

stations.  Actors Theatre will provide characters in costume to tell the stories of Schiller 

Park from the Ohio State Fair to the drilling of soldiers preparing for the Mexican 

American War.  Guests will circulate in groups led by tour docents, ending up at the Pie 

Contest. These scripts will be incorporated into the year-round German Village Society’s 

tour program. 

 Pie Contest Judging and Tasting   2:30 – 3:00 

Kevin Lohr, recipient of an Ohio State Fair Best in Show blue ribbon for his lemon pie, 

will organize a pie baking contest for neighborhood cooks.  A trio of judges will award 

the prizes; our guests will taste from all of the entries. 

 Scavenger Hunt     3:00 – 4:00 

Teams are forming now (or at least soon)!  A scavenger hunt with clever clues and 

challenging finds will take teams throughout the Park…with a terrific prize for those who 

complete the game, and a first place award for winners. 

  



Family Portrait 200 Columbus   4:00 

Larry Hamill will take a special “Columbus 200” family portrait at 4:00.  All smiles on 

deck! 

 Ice Cream Social     After you say “Cheese!” 

Enhancements to Schiller Monument 

 2 lights fixtures with LED lights 

Application was tabled by the German Village Commission last month, pending a 

trial of a variety of lighting options, which took place on site May 14; the LED 

lights were clearly the favorites and the application was reconsidered. 

Certificate of Approval issued following June Commission meeting.  Two black 

poles will be installed at the west end of the Huntington Promenade and you 

just won’t believe how spectacular the statue looks bathed in light! 

 Landscaping of Schiller’s Garden 

Jerry Smith, Paul Soehnlen, and Dave Holloway collaborated on a landscape 

design that will provide color and beauty with a variety of low maintenance 

materials.  The City has offered to prepare the site and we will recruit 

volunteers for the planting.  The irrigation system has been checked and is in 

good working order. 

 Aspirations for a sign 

The current sign at the monument is just a fundraising recognition from the 

1991/92 refurbishment project.  We will raise the funds to have a sign 

fabricated and installed that tells the story of the monument and the 

significance and impact of Schiller’s works.  Unless some large grants come 

through in the next 10 days, this will have to wait. 

Funding 

 $12,200 secured to date  

Outstanding Grant Applications 

 Ohio Arts Council 

 Unsuccessful Grant application 

 Ohio Humanities Council 

 Columbus Foundation 



The Harmony Project is the art of community. 

We sing — 150 voices strong — with music as diverse as our membership. We believe that when 

people of different racial backgrounds, religions, ages and occupations unite in artistic 

collaboration, they move their audience and community to action. 

We bring to life the dreams of performing at a sophisticated level and making a difference in the 

lives of others. To our audience, we are the sound of inspiration. 

As we practice, walls come down and bridges are built. When we perform, we spotlight a 

community in harmony. 

The Harmony Project embraces the mission of transforming the community through service and 

song. It provides an opportunity for individuals of different racial backgrounds, religions, ages, 

political affiliations, and sexual orientations to work toward performing at an artistic level they 

had never imagined, and bond through the collective experience of community service. Walls 

are torn down and bridges are built. The result: a stronger, more inclusive community. 

 

The All People Band is part of the community music program, Harmony on the Southside, which 

brings opportunities to experience, learn and participate in the arts to the South side of 

Columbus.   The All People Band is made up of some of the finest musicians in the Central Ohio 

region, and plays an eclectic and upbeat mix of R&B, Funk, Blues and Rock music with a positive 

message.  Past performances have included Mayor Coleman's Neighborhood Pride event, The 

Affordable Housing Trust, The United Way, Nationwide Children's Hospital, F.A.T. Tuesday 

concerts at Lion Park, Schiller Park Concert, Ganthers Place Arts Festival, South side Parties on 

the Plaza and Coffee Houses.     Members include Ed Moed on keyboard, Chris Ciampa on bass, 

David Bennett on guitar, The Governer on drums, bandleader and singer Eileen Howard, and 

singers Sam Ciampa, Darchelle Williams, and Sue Wolfe.    Harmony on the Southside is an 

initiative of Community Development for All People. 

 



Go Green (no report) 



Village Singers (no report) 



Nominating Committee  (oral report) 



A report of the Development Meeting June 6th 2012 held at G. Michael’s. 

Attendance:  Mike Yarbrough, Sarah Benson, Darci Congrove, Shiloh Todorov and Dave Ross 

(representing Membership.) 

 

The discussion was in regard an end of the year money raising goal.  The goal was to develop a time line, 

marketing  goals & tools, and talking points.   The idea is to broaden the base of those that contribute to 

the success and development of German Village as a Historic area and learning source.    Tying in the 

charitable aspects and the training opportunities that we develop for children and adults to learn about 

Historic Preservation. 

Methods include, partnering with major business’ and certainly our large neighbor Nationwide 

Children’s Hospital.  Utilization of our ‘complete” data base, including those that visit us at the visitor 

center, as well as the thousands that attend the Annual  Haus and Garten Tour. 

Comments:  There are apparently people that wish to contribute towards Historic Preservation without 

becoming Members of the GVS .  To some the concept of telling people that you have to be a member 

limits there annual contribution. 

There really isn’t any conflict between Membership and this broader concept.  The workout will remain 

in the details.  For example we still need a membership to know who votes for the Board, etc.  We have 

many that want their names on the roster and they want to see it in print, or on line.  I believe that all 

ideas can be served.  A simple card with the  thank you for the people that give, let say $250 or more 

that allows them to check off – Do they want to be included as a Member of GVS?,  Do they want their 

names included on the Roster?   If they do then they are included, if not, no.  I think the biggest hit will 

be that the Membership drive should be at the end of the year, with all renewals covering the 12 month 

period of the following year,  that will take some doing, but it surely can be done.  What are your 

thoughts in this matter ?  The next meeting will be held Tuesday the 26th of June,    Darci is going to put 

together the timeline, Shiloh is meeting with the Marketing Comm., and Sarah is putting together the 

Talking Points.  These are three very dynamic and competent women.  What the hell I’m doing there I 

really don’t know but I’m willing to continue to sit it for Membership if that’s your desire. 

Dave Ross 



GVBC (no report) 



Marketing (oral report) 



2012 H&G Tour /Pre-Tour (oral report) 
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