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The German Village Society’s Parks, Public Spaces, and Community Events 

Committee  
Purpose and Participation Policy 

 
 
 
Description 
 
The German Village Society’s Parks, Public Spaces and Community Events, which was chartered in 
1999, is an umbrella group composed of German Village Society committees; community 
organizations and institutions whose social, cultural, and recreational activities have bearing on 
the areas parks and public spaces; and area groups that are a part of the City of Columbus 
Recreation and Parks Department. 
 
Mission 
 
The mission of the German Village Society’s Parks, Public Spaces and Community Events 
Committee is to foster cooperation among all groups and organizations that utilize the parks and 
public spaces in German Village and those organizing social, cultural, and recreational activities 
in the neighborhood.  The overall goals are to provide a forum for the sharing of information, to 
increase cooperation and collaboration among the various groups, and to optimize the utilization 
of each group’s resources. 
 
Our Members 
 
A broad range of groups participate as members of the Parks, Public Spaces and Community 
Events Committee. These groups fall into three categories: 

 
I. German Village Society Committees and Initiatives, both those that are park-related (which 
includes the involvement of the Columbus Parks and Recreation Department) and those that 
are non park-related.  
 
II. Independent community organizations with missions of their own, which are either park-
related or non park-related.  
 
III. City of Columbus Recreation and Parks Department groups and Department leadership. 



 
The Guidelines for Participation 
 
When reviewing the responsibilities for those who are engaged in the Parks, Public Spaces, and 
Community Events Committee, it is helpful to utilize the categories of organizations. 
 

I. German Village Society Committees and Initiatives  
    The guidelines for participation may include: 
 

• All German Village Society committees working with public spaces, parks 
projects, and community events are encouraged to participate on the PPSCE 
committee by having a designated representative attend committee meetings, or 
submit a written report when unable to attend. Other representatives from the 
committee are welcome to attend.  

• Submit annual budget to German Village Society Treasurer 
• Submit an annual calendar of events and periodic updates as warranted; copy the 

German Village Society 
• Provide the German Village Society with event details so that calls and questions 

may be answered 
• Provide email contact list for those interested in receiving PPSCE information 
• Respond to requests for data 
• Contribute to Annual Membership Meeting Report 
• Disseminate PPSCE information back to the group represented 
 
 

German Village Society park-related committees may agree additionally to: 
 
• Participate in Enhancement and Maintenance Project approval process 
• Contribute to the annual review and revising of Maintenance Agreements as 

warranted 



 
 

II.  Independent Community Organizations  
  The guidelines for participation may include: 
 

• Submit an annual calendar of events and periodic updates as warranted; copy the 
German Village Society on this information  

• Provide the German Village Society with event details so that calls and questions 
may be answered 

• Provide email contact list for those interested in receiving PPSCE information 
• Participate in monthly meetings when possible 
• Respond to requests for data 
• Disseminate PPSCE information back to the group represented 

 
Independent Community Organizations that are park-related may agree 
additionally to: 

 
• Participate in Enhancement and Maintenance Project approval process 
• Contribute to the annual review and revising of Maintenance Agreements as 

warranted 
 

 
III. City of Columbus Recreation and Parks Department groups 
 The guidelines for participation may include: 
 

• Submit an annual calendar of events and periodic updates as warranted; copy the 
German Village Society on this information  

• Provide the German Village Society with event details so that calls and questions 
may be answered 

• Provide email contact list for those interested in receiving PPSCE information 
• Participate in monthly meetings when possible 
• Respond to requests for data 
• Disseminate PPSCE information back to the group represented 
• Contribute to the annual review and revising of Maintenance Agreements as 

warranted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Bottom Line 
 
The Parks, Public Spaces and Community Events Committee is a resource that is useful to groups 
and organizations with shared interests working in our dense urban neighborhood. Participation is 
never intended to cause a burden, but rather to strengthen and extend the civic reach of 
cooperating organizations and groups. Members of the committee exchange information 
regularly, have developed best practices for coordinating project development, and find 
invaluable benefit in collaborating with one another.   
  
 
 
 


