
German Village Society Board of Trustees 
September 9, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

 
Present:  Tim Bibler, Bill Case, Sarah Irvin-Clark, Darci Congrove, Bill Curlis, Chris Hune, 
Jeanne Likins, Jeff McNealey, Brian Santin.  Absent:  Nick Cavalaris, Mike Cornelis, Beth 
Ervin, and Mike Yarbrough. 
 
Others present:  Russ Arledge (German Village Society staff), Stef Martt, Jim Nichols, 
Shiloh Todorov (German Village Society staff), Elise Wyant (German Village Society staff). 
 
At 6:03PM President Bill Case called the meeting to order.  He welcomed everyone. 
 
Public Participation 
Kelly Clark, Friends of Schiller Park Scotch and Cigars Fundraising Chair, provided an 
update on this event designed to raise funds for the Friends of Schiller Park.  The date is 
Friday, October 11 at 8 PM (away OSU game).   
 
The event will be at Kelly and Sarah’s home, 256 Reinhart.  The scotches are special and 
very unique.  The cigars are also special and ones that the committee is looking forward to 
sharing.    
 
Tickets are $75/each.  There is a silent auction as well.  This will increase the value of this 
event and therefore, the revenue for the Friends of Schiller Park.   
 
Secretary’s Report         
Secretary Jeanne Likins moved for the approval of the August 12, 2013 German Village 
Society Board Meeting Minutes.  This was seconded by Jeff McNealey and the minutes were 
unanimously approved. 
 
Staff Reports      
Director Shiloh Todorov provided a written report.  In addition, Shiloh noted that last 
Friday she and President Bill Case met with the new Director of Public Service, Traie 
Davies.   
 
Director Davies is interested in all the things the German Village Society will be working 
with her on going forward, such as the UIRF grant for the Third Street Master Plan, parking, 
Livingston Avenue changes as a result of the re-building of Interstates 70/71, the sale of the 
Africentric School, etc. 
 
Shiloh pointed out that the Society needs to start thinking about how we want to raise the 
funds to implement the Third Street Master Plan and, how we prioritize the various 
elements of this long term enhancement project. 
 
President Bill Case added that they also talked about special German Village signage.  It 
seems that the street signs must follow new Ohio law.  Trustee Brian Santin noted though 



that some years ago the city said that German Village could use the original black sign 
frames, provided the additional cost was paid by someone other than the city.   
 
Brian also mentioned that former Director Kelsey said he would keep the German Village 
Society in the loop about the landscaping above the trench.  Brian urged the Society 
representatives to keep in touch with the Public Services staff instead of waiting to be 
notified.   
 
Shiloh also reported that she met with the ad hoc Visitor Center Updating Committee last 
week.  After a wide ranging conversation the last several months, this group is returning to 
a smaller scale vision for the Visitor Center updating.   
 
For instance, the focus will not be on the entire building and it will not include researching 
and sharing “what is our story” from the last fifty years or so.  Both of these ideas, while 
compelling, would significantly expand both the funds and time required. 
 
Instead, this effort will move forward with modified educational content that increases the 
focus on preservation and gives less focus on German history than is the case currently.      
 
Improved internal signage for the Society’s Meeting Haus is another element of this project. 
 
In addition, there is a silent donor who has offered to provide professional quality museum 
display cases for the Scheurer Room.  This is included in the updating and will enhance the 
educational goals by showcasing historical artifacts and other items of interest to members 
and visitors. 
 
This ad hoc committee will do a “visioning” session with Continental Office shortly.  The 
goal is to keep the project within a $50,000 price range.  Corporate sponsorship will be 
sought for this important way the Society fulfills its mission for preservation education and 
advocacy. 
 
Shiloh requested the board’s permission to spend up to $500 to make the current volunteer 
desk more usable.  She also sought the go-ahead to clean out the Visitor Center Gift Shop 
with a sale linked possibly to the annual meeting.   
 
Shiloh pointed out that Pam Bergeron tallied the daily sheets of what is sold in the Visitor 
Center.   The walking tour booklet, t-shirts and the Jeane Conte book all sell well.  Shiloh 
would like to do “garage sale” pricing for everything else to clean up and re-purpose that 
corner of the Visitor Center. 
 
MOTION: 
To liquidate the current items for sale in the Visitor Center on such terms as the director 
feels is appropriate.   
 
Trustee Jeff McNealey moved the motion, Trustee Brian Santin seconded it.  The board 
unanimously approved this motion. 



 
Shiloh announced that Tuesday, November 19 at 6 PM is this year’s member/donor 
appreciation event.  It will be held at Clay Space, 831 Gallery, on Front Street.  Everyone 
will be able to play with clay that night Shiloh shared. 
 
Stef Martt was recognized and thanked for her service as the Membership Committee Chair 
this last year by Shiloh.  Stef was given a certificate of appreciation and a hearty round of 
applause.   
 
This committee met the year’s membership goal by mid July Shiloh noted.  Stef also 
contributed a lot to the development of “the shiny new brochure”, a membership marketing 
brochure which is now in use. 
 
Continuing the recognitions, Shiloh expressed appreciation and thanked the three outgoing 
board members and President Bill Case, who will remain on the board but in a different 
role for 2013-2014.   
 

Tribute to Outgoing Trustees Beth Ervin, Brian Santin, Mike Yarbrough 
and Outgoing President Bill Case 

We have three outgoing board members to recognize this month, along with our outgoing 
Board President Bill Case. 
 
Let's do it in alphabetical order, starting with this great tribute to Beth Ervin, written by 
Trustee Bill Curlis: "My first encounter with Beth Ervin occurred 25 plus years ago, over a 
walkie-talkie while sitting in a cold damp empty warehouse on Front Street.  Beth was 
calmly trying to break into a screaming match between Bob Balthaser and Aaron Leventhal, 
about gangs converging on Front Street to storm the front gate of the Oktoberfest.   
 
She failed in her attempt, because neither man would release the “talk” button long enough 
to permit her into the conversation.  She gave up trying and walked into the Walkie-Talkie 
Communications center and asked me to find a policeman to go to the front gate to calm 
Bob and Aaron down with the instruction …………..“just shoot them both.” 
 
"And Beth Ervin has been serving German Village and the German Village Society over the 
years, with the same calm, practical approach to problems, both real and contrived. 
"Beth has served our organization on many German Village Society committees and events.  
From the Oktoberfest and the Haus und Garten committees to several ad hoc committees, 
including most recently, the Fred and Howard Memorial Gift committee, she has brought 
her hands-on experience and leadership to the tasks.  (Beth taught me everything I know 
about literally holding an event together with Duck Tape.)   
 
But her chairing of the Marketing Committee and spearheading our fantastic new branding 
and visioning efforts will certainly be forefront in the memory of Villagers for many years 
to come. 
 



"Beth Ervin has also brought her considerable communications talent and contacts to the 
service of our community and our Society through her employment with Experience 
Columbus.  There’s another reason that German Village is the number one tourist 
destination in Central Ohio." 
 
Dr. Brian Santin is also stepping off the Board, having joined the Board in 2010 and served 
a number of critical roles for GVS. And Brian went one better, usually teaming with his then 
girlfriend and new wife, Crystal Seamon, to get things done for German Village. 
Together, they initiated Go Green/Go Grun in 2009 – a neighborhood-wide green initiative.  
 
Just this year, they helped coach the new chair of Go Green and the committee is back up in 
full force! As they worked to green their thumbs, Brian and Crystal were some of the 
inaugural farmers at The Farm, and the community garden at Livingston United Methodist 
Church.  
 
Brian's interest in Third Street prompted his chairmanship of the Streetscape Committee as 
it worked through community visioning. Brian and his cohorts on Streetscape worked 
closely with Brian Kinzelman and his associates as they worked to create the Third Street 
Master Plan.  
 
That plan is about to take its next steps, now that GVS has won a half-million dollar Urban 
Infrastructure Renewal Fund grant to move Third Street from vision to reality. 
Brian's vision was in full force as the Technology – or Website – Committee was formed.  
 
Brian saw the need for germanvillage.com to jump into the 21st century, so he first sold the 
idea to trustees and then threw himself into overhauling the site. The effort won an award 
in 2010. In 2011, Brian helped imagine, create and launch our mobile website. Last year, he 
was central to the selection process to select a new database, paid for with Tea 43206 
money. 
 
Just before moving to Cincinnati for a medical residency, Brian took on the organization's 
ultimate challenge – the presidency. He served from January to June 2011, just as GVS was 
beginning to emerge from several years of turmoil, but before it had yet identified a 
director to staff the daily leadership role. 
 
Mike Yarbrough, too, served in the president's role, taking the July-October 2011 stint 
when Brian and Crystal moved south. Mike, whose service began in 2010, was in the 
leadership role when I was hired, and spent many hours – along with his wife, Mary – 
helping me get the lay of the land and to meet many of the Society's most-active volunteers. 
 
During his term on the board, Mike used his legal skills to help rewrite GVS bylaws just 
after a vote by the community that changed the shape of the board. That was a critical time 
in the Society's history, and Mike's ability to lead was important to shaping our rules. 
Mike and Mary were frequent PreTour hosts, welcoming people to their beautiful home on 
Deshler. In 2003, that home was on Haus und Garten Tour! 
 



Mike also stepped up to give shape and movement to the Development Committee. The 
Society had embraced a "new business model" several years ago, seeking to create 
sustainable funding that wasn't dependent on a perfect Sunday in June for our biggest 
fundraiser. Mike took that sense of the community – to go in a new direction with 
fundraising – and put together a group of key and longtime Village leaders to create the 
policy for Development.  
 
Then Mike helped support me as we interviewed a half dozen development consultants, 
and landed with Raising Green Productions. 
 
 I value him as a mentor, not only to me but to our final tributee – Bill Case. Bill and I 
started together on my first day, October 10, 2011. Though Bill had already served on the 
Board for several months, he was just stepping into the leadership role – so we grew up 
together here. 
 
I have watched him be a tireless advocate for German Village. Together we have met 
numerous city officials and he is a master at mixing the ability to take a strong line on what 
we need and why we are worthy; while at the same time keeping a friendly and 
collaborative manner and a cool head. I don't think we'd have secured the Third Street 
UIRF if it weren't for Bill's leadership as we saw it through meetings with City Council 
members, City departments, Mr. Kinzelman and meetings with our own members and 
committees. When we finally get the curbs at the correct height and the utility lines cleaned 
up, I hope you'll stop Bill as he walks the streets with his Corgi, Angus, and thank him. 
 
Bill made it a priority to see every kind of committee meeting in progress during his tenure. 
From rapping with the new Go Green committee out front of the Meeting Haus one cool 
spring night, to countless Civic Relations and Historic Preservation meetings where he 
serves as a full-time member, Bill's calendar has been FULL of GVS for more than his two-
year tenure.  
 
As part of his HP duties, Bill is the founding chair of the Oral History subcommittee – a 
group of volunteers working to capture the stories of German Village Society from those 
who saw its early years. Oral History won a grant from Ohio Humanities Council and Bill 
was asked to speak at its subsequent workshop as an emerging expert in how to gather 
neighbors' stories. 
 
We're lucky that Bill's board term isn't up, but the next president will have considerable 
shoes to fill. Bill will likely step back into golf shoes more often during the hours he gains 
back in his life. 
 
To all four of these amazing leaders, thank you for all you do, have done – and hopefully 
will continue to do – for German Village Society. 
 
President Bill Case thanked each board member and Director Shiloh Todorov individually 
for their contributions to the Society.   He also expressed appreciation to each person for 



their support of him during his time as president.  He noted that he has learned a lot and it 
has been a most interesting two years. 
 
Assistant for Visitorism, Elise Wyant, submitted a written report.   
 
Program and Operations Manager, Russ Arledge, submitted a written report.  Russ noted 
that things are going great and the volunteers are working hard. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Nick Cavalaris provided three written reports:  September 2013 Financial 
Highlights, Variance by Month, and the Balance Sheet.   
 
Committee Reports 
Executive Committee: 
 

Trustee and Sponsor of the 2013 TEA 43206, Darci Congrove provided three 
documents (overall event summary, the detailed budget report, and the list of 
sponsors and silent auction donors) from this recent, highly successful event.   

 
The entire proceeds go the Society’s Fund for Historic Preservation, a designated 
fund for historic preservation activities only (excluding staff).  240 people attended.    

  
President Bill Case and the board thanked (and applauded!) Darci and her husband, 
John Pribble, for creating this event and Trustee Bill Curlis noted the significant 
contribution (just shy of $6,000) made by the German Village Guest House as the 
sponsor of this third annual event. 
 

 Strategic Plan 
President Bill Case and Director Shiloh Todorov discussed the importance of the 
German Village Society undertaking a new strategic plan.    
 
Shiloh noted this was one of the specific recommendations from the recent two 
hour, free consultation she and Trustee Jeanne Likins had with the presenter and 
consultant from the “High Performance Boards” workshop.  Shiloh and Jeanne 
attended this program in May with Trustee Tim Bibler.  It was sponsored by the 
Ohio Association of Non Profit Organizations, to which the Society belongs. 

 
The consultation focused specifically on the German Village Society and how best to 
apply the ideas from this workshop to strengthen the governance of the Society.   

 
The consultant noted that when an organization is three or four years out of a 
strategic plan, it is time for a new plan.  He suggested it include 3-5 strategic goals 
for the next 3-5 years.   

 



Also, the consultant suggested a committee of members and several board members 
to start the discussion in the community.  This could then be a focus of the board’s 
annual retreat perhaps.     

 
Shiloh thinks that perhaps a group of 6-8 members who could meet 5-6 times this 
fall to generate the information useful for a strategic plan is a good method to get 
started.  She noted that the consultant advised that this doesn’t need to be an overly 
laborious process.   

 
The Strategic Planning Ad Hoc Committee will report via the Society’s Long Range 
Planning Committee President Case noted.   Suggestions for who might be a part of 
this group should be sent to Shiloh right away since the group needs to be formed 
and get to work.  Shiloh noted that the officers will decide who to include on this 
committee and she and Bill will extend the invitations to participants.  

 
Trustee Brian Santin offered an oral update from the Technology Committee.   He 
noted that he is still getting input from the Society’s committees about what would 
be helpful to add or change about the website. 

 
Nelson Genshaft, Chair of the Civic Relations Committee, provided a written report.    
 
President Bill Case noted that Public Services Director Tracie Davies was not negative 
about the parking moratorium letter shared with her during the meeting with Case and 
Todorov. The moratorium is part of a package of plans the Civic Relations Subcommittee on 
Parking is developing. 
 
There was discussion about how best to proceed in following through with the zoning 
concerns shared this summer with the Historic Preservation Committee.  It was agreed that 
the Historic Preservation Committee will continue to “own” the educational part of this and 
other preservation topics.   
   
The Civic Relations Committee will consult with the city.   This is part of their role on behalf 
of the Society and this is done on a variety of issues.  The intent is to collaborate with both 
the city and the German Village Commission. 
 
 
 
Director Shiloh Todorov noted that the Development Committee met recently.  It 
recommended that the Society utilize the Columbus Foundation’s Big Give Day on Sept, 17th 
to ask folks to make a special, additional gift to the Society to help fund a Historic 
Preservation Officer.   
 
MOTION: 
To establish a German Village Society Historic Preservation Office Support Fund to be 
managed in accordance with German Village Society Board policies on designated funds 



and, to transfer the unexpended funds from the 2012 budget to that designated fund for 
that use. 
 
The motion was moved by Trustee Jeff McNealey and seconded by Trustee Darci Congrove.  
It was unanimously approved.   
 
MOTION: 
To use the opportunity of the Columbus Foundation’s Big Give campaign on September 17, 
2013 for the purpose of raising money dedicated to fund a historic preservation officer on 
contract to the German Village Society.   
 
Trustee Darci Congrove moved the motion, Trustee Jeanne Likins seconded this, and it was 
passed unanimously. 
 
Nick Cavalaris, Trustee and Chair of the Finance Committee, had no report.  Trustee Darci 
Congrove noted that the committee met Saturday, discussed a range of topics, and this will 
be reported next month.    
  
German Village Business Committee Chair, Greg Gamier, submitted a written report. 
   
Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) Chair, Chris Hune, provided a written report.  
President Bill Case commended Chris for how well she led the last several committee 
meetings.  Bill noted that there were lots of new attendees at the July and August HPC 
meetings for the discussion about concerns expressed in June to the board of trustees.      
  
Long Range Planning Committee Chair Matt Eshelbrenner provided a written report. 
Shiloh Todorov noted a grant is being requested from the Create  Columbus Fund, which 
focuses on how to engage and retain young professionals with Columbus activities and 
organizations.   
 
The Society’s grant project, from the Long Range Planning Committee, is how to engage the 
51% of German Villagers who are renters.  This is also a topic of discussion in the Society’s 
Membership Committee. 
    
Director Shiloh Todorov provided an update from the Membership Committee.  The 
committee did not meet in August but will meet September 11 at 6 PM at the Society’s 
Meeting Haus.   
 
Susan Sutherland is the new chair.  She is also the new non-voting board member 
appointed by the President of the German Village Society, effective at the October 2013 
meeting.   
 
Organizational Development Committee (ODC) Chair Jeanne Likins  provided a written 
report.    
 



Jeanne noted that this group has been working on board orientation (September 29 10-
11:30 AM at the German Village Society Meeting Haus), a new board self assessment, based 
on a model provided by the Ohio Association for Non Profit Organizations (sent out last 
week), the annual meeting presentation, and ideas related to the board’s January retreat 
such as strategic planning.  This committee meets Sept. 23.  It will finalize and recommend 
a slate of officers at the October board meeting. 
  
Parks, Public Spaces and Community Events Committee Chair Sara McNealey provided                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
two written reports, one from the committee and another from the Friends of Schiller Park 
(FOSP).    
 
Regarding an item from the Friends of Schiller Park Report, Shiloh shared that she has 
started a conversation with Katharine Moore (Chair of the FOSP).  Katharine has expressed 
concerns about how and when contributions made to the FOSP are recorded by the Society 
and sent to the FOSP.  She also wants to understand better the financial processes utilized 
and to improve how the Society can support its committees with financial matters.   
 
In addition, Shiloh noted that last Saturday the Finance Committee discussed how various 
German Village Society committees should proceed with any potential fundraising 
activities.  The goal is to balance the interests of the various committees with the mission 
and priorities of the Society.  
 
For example, there needs to be coordination so that prospective donors are not 
overwhelmed with lots of diverse requests and, to help ensure that the priorities of the 
Society are pursued for the good of the total organization.   
 
Further discussions will involve the Development Committee as well as the Finance 
Committee.  Shiloh will continue to follow up with Katharine and other interested 
individuals. 
 
Old Business         Bill Case 
There was no old business. 
 
New Business        Bill Case 
Permanent Funding for Historic Preservation Officer (HPO)   
 
Director Shiloh Todorov reported on the recent Development Committee meeting.  The 
discussion focused on how to fund the Society’s number one critical priority:  the Historic 
Preservation Officer (HPO) position.   
 
The good news is that the Society has raised the financial resources to hire a part-time, 
contract expert on historic preservation for one year.  The next question is:  how do we 
make it more permanently sustainable?  There was robust discussion as the following 
overview demonstrates.   
 



Trustee Darci Congrove noted that there are two basic ways to raise money:  work to raise 
the needed dollars every year or, raise more funds for an endowment that at some point is 
sufficient to annually fund this position using the interest from the principal, which has 
been invested. 
 
Director Shiloh Todorov pointed out that the German Village Society has a compelling story 
to tell and, there are people who want to support us in our mission.  It is a very demanding 
task however, to raise this kind of money every year in addition to current fund raising 
efforts.   
 
The Development Committee’s thinking is that it could be better to work very, very hard 
for a number of years to fund an endowment and then, the position would be funded 
permanently.  
 
A specific idea the Development Committee has discussed is to launch an endowment fund 
raising campaign, perhaps linked to the Columbus2020 program.  This could be a seven 
year campaign plan to raise the funds for a full-time HPO ($40,000annual salary).   
 
To fund this position permanently requires a $1 million endowment.  To accomplish this 
goal in the Columbus 2020 timeframe would require a 20 person team to pledge to raise 
$7,000/person of new funds, for seven consecutive years and over those same seven years 
continue to help fundraise through the event mechanisms already in place so GVS can pay 
the HPO between now and when the endowment creates the salary - totaling $10,000 per 
asker .    
 
 
The Society’s Development Committee has thought that one approach to an endowment 
campaign might be to put together “slates” of ways for each board member to get to 
$10,000/year of new funds for this designated purpose.   
 
Perhaps an approach to potential donors could be that a portion of funds raised from all 
events would go to this HPO endowment fund?  To do this we need to be very clear what 
this person does and what value it adds to the German Village Society and to German 
Village.   
 
Also, it is important to note that this is a very serious ask of this number of individuals.  
How realistic is a plan like this?    On the other hand, while this idea may be scary, if we 
don’t do something, we will have nothing. 
 
Does the German Village Society have the twenty people willing and able to make this kind 
of commitment for this seven year period of time?  Are board members and development 
committee members ready to increase their personal financial and time commitments in 
this manner to accomplish this goal?   
 



Will such an expectation limit who is interested in serving as a board member?  This is an 
issue for the current board as well as for future board members.  How might this 
commitment expectation change the nature of the board and the organization? 
 
Once again, it is clear that the current number of 13 board members is insufficient for the 
work of the German Village Society.   As an example, the Columbus Museum of Art has 50 
board members, all of whom raise serious money in support of its mission.   
 
In other words, our existing infrastructure is insufficient for the scope of a goal such as this.   
 
We need to scale back our goal or, scale up our infrastructure or some combination of that.    
Some large corporations don’t give money to any organization unless they have someone 
on that board.   
 
If the German Village Society wants to garner such corporate support to fund our priorities, 
then changes in the number and composition of board members is required.  This change 
would include a structure in which at least some board members are appointed to ensure 
that the board includes those committed to raising the necessary funds. 
 
How does the German Village Society manage fund raising for the Historic Preservation 
Officer, the Visitor Center upgrades, and the many aspects of the Third Street Master Plan 
which the city will not fund?   
 
All of this is in addition to the major fund raising activities already necessary to support the 
operation of the German Village Society Meeting Haus and on-going operations.   
 
Have we exhausted what we can do to increase our revenue from existing events?  Tanya 
Rutner, who was hired earlier this year as a consultant to help the Society evaluate its 
current fund raising as well as develop new methods to ensure the Society is more 
sustainable financially, has said there are two ways to raise new dollars:  maximize our 
current event revenue and/or pursue an endowment campaign.   
 
Regarding the first method, Tanya believes there is still a lot to be done to maximize 
current event revenue for the next four-five years.   That process started this year and has 
been quite successful to date. 
 
Shiloh pointed out that she has had a number of in depth conversations regarding what 
should be included in a HPO position description.  Also Shiloh has tried to identify what 
gaps have existed since Jody Graichen, who was the Society’s HPO, left Columbus in the 
summer of 2009. 
 
Former Trustee Jim Nichols, who has spent many years on non profit boards and has raised 
large amounts of funds for Ohio State and other charitable organizations, pointed out that 
larger and more sophisticated donors ask about the extent of board member donations.   
 



One hundred percent participation by board members is expected.  Sometimes donors also 
want to know the range of board member donations.   Is this board (and future boards) 
willing and able to support such an expectation for financial contributions? 
 
There was also discussion about corporate donor requests which could include naming 
rights for spaces and activities of the German Village Society.   It was pointed out by several 
board members that many corporations do not support non-profit operations, including 
staff.   As a result, the Society needs to consider what kinds of needs could be funded by 
corporations and by individuals. 
 
It was also noted that there is fatigue already around the small board table given the 
existing volunteer and cash and in kind support provided by board members.  Do we risk 
losing the support of those who are presently doing so much for the Society by asking for 
more? 
 
The Development Committee meets again Sept. 26th to continue the conversation.   
 
Adjournment         
At 8:17 PM, Trustee Jeanne Likins motioned and Trustee Bill Curlis seconded the motion to 
adjourn.  With a unanimous vote, the board adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jeanne M. Likins, Secretary 
9.9.13 draft 



German Village Society Board of Trustees 
August 12, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

 
Present:  Tim Bibler, Bill Case, Nick Cavalaris, Sarah Irvin Clark, Darci Congrove, Mike Cornelis, Bill Curlis, 
Beth Ervin, Chris Hune, Jeanne Likins, Jeff McNealey.  Absent:  Brian Santin, Mike Yarbrough.   
 
Also Present:  Russ Arledge (German Village Society staff), Greg Gamier (German Village Business 
Committee Chair), Jim Nichols (Finance Committee member), Tanya Rutner (German Village Society 
fund raising consultant), Gary Seman (newspaper), Matt Shad (German Village Society APA Conference 
consultant), Shiloh Todorov (German Village Society staff), and Elise Wyant (German Village Society 
staff). 
 
At 6:01 PM President Bill Case called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. 
 
Public Participation 
There was none. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Trustee Jeanne Likins, Secretary, presented the July 2013 meeting minutes (attached). 
 
MOTION:  to approve the July 8, 2013 German Village Society Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes.   
Motion offered by Jeanne Likins and seconded by Trustee Bill Curlis.  The minutes were approved 
unanimously. 
 
Staff Reports 
Director Shiloh Todorov submitted a written report (attached).   
 
Shiloh added that Trustees Tim Bibler and Jeanne Likins have been focusing with her on various board 
development ideas.  This included a free follow up consultation last week with the presenter of the May 
2013 program “High Performance Boards” sponsored by the Ohio Association of Non-Profit 
Organizations.   
 
In addition, Shiloh and Tim participated in a Columbus Foundation sponsored workshop on how non-
profit organizations can measure their activities in ways other than just financial outcomes.  Such 
measures are important accountability indicators and are helpful in soliciting both donors and grants. 
 
Shiloh introduced Matt Shad, APA (American Planning Association) Livable Neighborhoods consultant, 
who submitted a written report about this 2014 German Village Society program (attached).  Matt has 
both urban planning and design as part of his background.  In addition, he has planned and hosted 
events such as this in Columbus (a regional program with 400 attendees and another program with 
1,000 attendees).    
 
Kristen Smith, the German Village Society’s 2013 Summer Intern, was thanked by Director Shiloh 
Todorov for her contributions to the Society this summer.  Kristen submitted a summary of her activities 
(attached).  President Bill Case thanked Kristen and specifically commended Kristen for transcribing 
almost all of the oral history interviews this summer, as well as many other activities.   
 



Assistant for Visitorism, Elise Wyant, submitted a written report (attached).   She noted that the German 
Village Society will have a presence at the President’s Cup Opening Ceremony Oct. 2 at the Columbus 
Commons, and she is excited about representing German Village at this very large event. 
 
Russ Arledge, Program and Operations Manager, submitted a written report (attached).   
 
Russ led a demonstration of PastPerfect, the state-of-the-art-software designed for museums and 
historical societies.  With funding from the Fund for Historic Preservation, generated by TEA 43206, the 
German Village Society purchased this impressive program last year.    
 
This software is enabling the digitalization of the German Village Society’s many archives.  It already 
houses and organizes the Society’s membership, donor, volunteer, and other databases.   In addition to 
the area which includes “people” such as membership lists, committee rosters, etc. there are digital 
storage areas for objects, photos, archives, and library. 
 
Presently there are three volunteers trained who are starting the document-scanning process with 
archival items.  The priority for this volunteer data entry is to get all the individual German Village 
property files entered with a photo and the basic property survey documents.   Eventually, there will be 
a tab added to the Society’s website.  All this archival information will be available online and 
searchable. 
 
In 1984 and again in the 1990s a survey was completed for each of the more than 2100 individual 
properties within the official historic district.   This was done by the Ohio Historical Society partnering 
with OSU architectural students.  Longtime German Village resident and historic preservation expert, 
Judy Kitchen, provided important leadership.  Any other items in these individual files will be available at 
the Society’s Meeting Haus.   
 
Russ noted that these property surveys are done every 20 years or so.   He commented on how many 
things physically change in this 20-year window between surveys.  
 
It is time once again to do this.   Russ is starting to formulate how to organize this endeavor.   In addition 
to updating and completing the German Village Society’s files, these surveys are very helpful to the 
German Village Commission in its work.    
 
We have reason to believe that German Village Society is among the first historic districts in the United 
States to organize detailed information on each property within the historic district, according to Russ.  
 
Director Shiloh Todorov pointed out that Russ is uniquely qualified for this effort since he has worked 
professionally with historical collections both at the Ohio Historical Society and the Ohio Air Museum.   
 
The OSU Digital History professor, Dr. David Staley, is also helping the German Village Society carefully 
think through how information is being organized and cataloged for the new digital archive.  
 
Shiloh pointed out that the Society could use a lot more help on this important project and encouraged 
potential volunteers to be in touch with her or Russ.   
 



Russ is also starting to populate the oral history transcriptions on PastPerfect.  Some of these are 
presently available on the GVS website.  Down the road, these transcriptions will “live” on the 
PastPerfect server rather than the German Village Society’s website. 
 
In addition, Russ noted that this program has been saving a tremendous amount of time in managing 
and using the membership database for instance.   It also provides a way to backstop QuickBooks and 
what we believe we know elsewhere in the Society’s financial records.  There are more than 800 reports 
available.   
 
In response to questions, Shiloh noted that there are not server capacity issues with PastPerfect.  She 
explained that this was explored last year with the Society’s technology vendor, eRoots, when the 
software was being considered. Additional server space is provided by PastPerfect with the GVS's 
contract. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Nick Cavalaris presented three written reports (attached).  They include the August 2013 
Financial Highlights, the Variance by Month, and the Balance Sheet.     
 
Finance Committee member, Roy Bieber, provided a written report (attached) from the Ad Hoc “Rainy 
Day Fund” Committee, as was requested during last month’s German Village Society Board of Trustees 
meeting.   
 
Treasurer Nick Cavalaris reported the recommendations by the Ad Hoc Rainy Day or Contingency Fund 
which include:  to keep the Contingency Fund name and not the Rainy Day Fund name;   not to lump this 
fund with other German Village Society designated funds; and to invest $58,000 from this fund with a 
financial institution (as leverage with development efforts) to generate some investment income. 
 
Nick noted that currently, there is $103,000 in this fund.   German Village Society average expenses are 
about $30,000/month and the committee recommends that this amount should  be held in a savings 
account to cover operatingcash flow fluctuations.  There is $15,000 of designated Step Up money 
included in this $103,000 total, which was budgeted to be spent in 2013 toward Development.  The 
balance then, $58,000, is to be invested.  
 
President Bill Case thanked the committee and particularly Roy Bieber, former Treasurer, for his 
contribution to this evaluation and for preparing the committee’s report.    
 
It was noted that the German Village Society’s other invested funds are up over 10 percent just since 
November 2012.   This investment income is not included in the 2013 budget, so should produce a 
positive variance at year end  
 
Executive Committee 

Board of Trustees 
President Bill Case announced the results of the recent German Village Society’s2013 Board of Trustees 
election:  Dennis Brandon, Mike Cornelis, and Dennis McCann.  He congratulated them, noting that they 
commence their terms at the October board meeting for three year terms.    
 
President Bill Case announced that he is appointing Susan Sutherland as the non-voting member of the 
German Village Society Board of Trustees, per the recommendation of the Society’s officers.  This term is 



effective also at the October board meeting when Mike Cornelis moves from this non-voting position to 
a three year term as a voting board member.   
 
MOTION:  to approve Susan Sutherland as the non-voting member of the German Village Society Board 
of Trustees, for a one year term, effective with the October 14, 2013 German Village Society Board of 
Trustees meeting. 
 
Trustee Bill Curlis moved the motion, Trustee Jeff McNealey seconded the motion, and it was 
unanimously approved. 
 
 2013 Tour and Pre-Tour 
Trustee Darci Congrove, the board liaison to the 2013 Haus and Garten Tour and Pre-Tour, distributed a 
written report (attached) detailing the financial results of this year’s event.   The projected total “profit” 
is $109,000.  Darci thanked the committee and Tanya Rutner, the German Village Society’s fundraising 
consultant.   
 
This financial result is a combination of savings on  expenses  and an increase in revenue.    For instance, 
there were $52,000 of in-kind donations to the week-end event, which covered significant food and 
beverage costs, as well as other items.  In addition, the Pre-Tour hosts in-kind donations ,which are not 
all are reported yet, totaled more than $27,000.  In other words, there is almost $80,000 of in-kind 
donations in total for this event, which is quite impressive, Darci pointed out. 
 
Fundraising consultant Tanya Rudner added that Giant Eagle came through in a major way by agreeing 
to sell tickets at all its stores (more than $14,000 in tickets were sold and at least a few tickets were sold 
in every store in the central Ohio market).  Also, Giant Eagle donated a great volume of water as well as 
appetizers for the Pre-Tour reception.  
 
In terms of ticket sales, there were 3,500 tickets purchased not counting those who purchased Pre-Tour 
tickets, which include a tour ticket.  There were also many volunteers who got free tickets to the Sunday 
Tour, also increasing the number of guests for this event. 
 
Tanya also pointed out that there were a lot of fundraising “seeds” planted this year for all 2013 Society 
events and not just for Tour Weekend.  This is also true for 2014 German Village Society events for those 
businesses whose budgets were already set for 2013. 
 
Trustee Darci Congrove provided some historical financial information about Haus Und Garten Tour 
Week-Ends:  In 2009 (which was the 50th Anniversary with lots of special features) $103,000 was raised, 
the highest year in recent history.   $79,000 was raised in the difficult year of 2010 (without staff), 
$88,000 was netted in 2011, and $87,000 for 2012.   
 
Given the excellent results of this 2013 Haus und Garten Tour, discussion ensued about delivering on the 
number one priority of the German Village Society’s critical needs list:  hiring a historic preservation 
consultant.  Shiloh emphasized that it is exciting to execute the Society’s 2013 goal as a result of the 
successful fundraising efforts to date this year, but noted that fundraising is ongoing. 
 
Director Shiloh Todorov noted that the Society promised in the sponsor package to hire a historic 
preservation officer (estimated at $40,000 full-time or $25,000 part-time or on a contractor basis).  With 
sponsorship and other development support, the Society can now turn its attention to this priority. 



 
Director Shiloh Todorov distributed large Excel sheets updating the Society’s 2013 budget.  This was 
carefully reviewed last week by the officers and updated for this board meeting.  The revised budget 
shows a projected 2013 surplus” of $31,000 compared to what was budgeted last December when the 
German Village Society Trustees approved the 2013 budget.   
 
Director Shiloh Todorov also noted that the designated Step Up Funds, which the Society promised 
would be used for implementing the New Business Model, was spent this year as the Society began to 
launch its new development initiatives.  This included Tanya’s professional fundraising expertise, as well 
as the creation and mailing of the new development materials.  These are designed to increase 
sponsorship and to plant some seeds for future development efforts.   
 
They reminded everyone that the Society had to search for a fundraising consultant and allow time to 
develop an approach and a program before a dollar could be raised.  Actual fundraising began April 1. 
Now that the groundwork is laid, this year the Society can start raising funds in October for the 2014 
slate of events. 
 
In terms of next steps:  after hearing about the outreach to corporations to support the German Village 
Society, a number of members have asked Shiloh when the Society will ask individuals for their support 
of critical needs items.   Shiloh and Tanya will be working on just such an outreach effort along with the 
Development Committee. 
 
Director Shiloh Todorov explained that Jody Graichen, the Society’s Historic Preservation Consultant, will 
work with her on how to conceptualize the new position and to ensure a smooth transition, given Jody’s 
extensive background in historic preservation and with the German Village Society.   
 
This role will be structured similarly to the Society’s other consultant or contractor positions.  The 
person hired will not be an employee.   Benefits are not included Shiloh noted.  She expects to have a 
vetted position description by the September board meeting for review. 
 
There was discussion about the significance of this position being sustainable by the German Village 
Society.  Given their experience to date with this new to the German Village Society fundraising 
approach, both Shiloh and Tanya believe the historic preservation position is sustainable.   
 
Also, Shiloh mentioned that it is important to ask the community to help support this top priority for the 
German Village Society.  She noted that many people tell her how important this position is for German 
Village.  Going forward, the Society will ask folks to help support the financing of this position for the 
community. 
 
Fundraising consultant Tanya Rutner pointed out that there was good success in 2013.  She also noted 
though that the $100,000 critical needs list is an annual need, not a onetime fundraising effort.  Shiloh 
reminded those present that we will know more about sustainability when 2014 budgets are submitted 
to her by mid-September.     
 
Trustee Darci Congrove clarified that originally the board and the development committee  were 
expected to make significant efforts toward raising  this $100,000 but in fact, most of the work was done 
by Shiloh and Tanya.  In other words, the board’s potential is still unrealized and needs to increase 
substantially in the years ahead for these programs and services to be continued.   



 
MOTION:  to authorize the Director to move forward in the pursuit in a historic preservation officer 
position, consistent with budgetary goals.     
The motion was made by Trustee Bill Curlis and Trustee Darci Congrove seconded.  This was passed 
unanimously. 
  
2013 TEA 43206 
Darci Congrove, Trustee and Sponsor of the third annual TEA 43206 event, which benefits the German 
Village Society’s Fund for Historic Preservation, provided two written reports (attached) about this 
event, which is this upcoming week-end.     
 
She noted that the forecast is for 79 degrees and sunny on Saturday.   
 
As of now, 190 tickets have been sold.  225 is the capacity.    As a result, Darci expects to sell out the 
event before Saturday, so she urged anyone who wants to attend to get a ticket immediately.   
 
The goal is to raise $15,000 or more from TEA 43206.  Darci reported that there are 42 silent auction 
items (compared to 27 last year).   The volunteer schedule is covered.   As of now, twenty tickets have 
been sold for the Friday night event.    
 
A list of the silent auction items goes out tomorrow via N4N to encourage people to get excited about 
the great things for sale.  New this year:  TEA shirts will be for sale.   
 
 Technology 
There was no written report from Brian Santin, Chair of the Technology Committee. 
 
Civic Relations 
Nelson Genshaft, Chair of the Civic Relations Committee, provided a written report (attached). 
 
Trustee Bill Curlis, a member of the Civic Relations Committee, provided a written report (attached) 
about the 70/71 re-construction project.  Bill pointed out that the Third, Fourth, Front, Broad, and Grant 
Street Bridges will be re-built, but not until 2020 as of the new schedule.     
 
Bill also noted that German Village is now the last phase of this massive highway reconstruction project.    
The focus by German Village representatives is to try to ensure that German Village is not cut off from 
downtown when the work is being done.   
 
President Bill Case, the board liaison to the Civic Relations Committee, gave an oral report about the 
UIRF grant request from German Village Society member and resident, Stef Martt, on behalf of 
neighbors seeking improvements along part of Jaeger Street.   
 
Director Shiloh Todorov pointed out that the City’s Development Department has advised Stef to secure 
a letter of support from the German Village Society to be considered for possible funding for this repair 
request.    
 
Trustee Tim Bibler expressed concern that since the Society has been advocating for UIRF funding for 
the Society’s Third Street Master Plan, that support of this request not jeopardize that long standing 



German Village endeavor.  Tim noted that it is important that this long-time community priority 
continue and not be displaced by any other requests. 
 
Trustee Bill Curlis pointed out that this is the first time the Society has heard that the City might give 
funds to a group of citizens in addition to established groups such as the German Village Society.  Stef 
Martt has asked a number of City departments to handle this repair over the last half dozen years or so 
and they have now advised her to seek a UIRF grant.   
 
Director Shiloh Todorov has been in conversation with the City about this.  She pointed out that the 
German Village Society would always be considered first with any UIRF funds.  She also noted that the 
earliest funds could be available for this resident group’s request would be in 2015 with a fall of 2014 
application timeline.   
 
MOTION:  to table the draft motion to support the residents’ request for City of Columbus assistance to 
make improvements along Jaeger Street and the adjacent right of way in German Village pending 
securing further information.   
 
The motion was made by Trustee Bill Curlis and was seconded by Trustee Chris Hune.  This passed 
unanimously. 
 
On behalf of the Civic Relations Committee, Trustee Nick Cavalaris gave a verbal update about that 
committee’s efforts to address permit parking requests for German Village.   Trustee Tim Bibler noted 
that this is a broader issue than just a business vs. resident’s situation.  He pointed out that both groups 
want others come to their micro areas and be able to park.   
 
MOTION:  to create a sub-committee of the Civic Relations Committee to study whether additional 
permit parking zones should be installed on public streets in German Village. 
 
The motion was offered by Trustee Jeff McNealey, seconded by Trustee Bill Curlis and, unanimously 
approved.   
 
In further discussion, it was agreed that there will be a letter of support provided by the German Village 
Society President.    Director Shiloh Todorov pointed out that Randy Bowman is the Mobility Options 
Coordinator.  The authority to grant a moratorium on issuing permit parking restrictions comes from 
him.   
 
There was also discussion on other strategies (such as communicating with City Council President 
Ginther and City Council Member Paley, who chairs the Public Services committee)to ensure that the 
City understands the German Village Society’s concern about this issue and its commitment to trying to 
provide a more comprehensive plan for parking in historic German Village.     
 
Development 
Dennis Brandon, Chair of the Development Committee, did not have a written report.    Shiloh noted 
that the Development Committee did not meet in June as their regularly scheduled meeting was just 
prior to Tour Weekend.  In July both she and Tanya Rudner were traveling when the committee would 
ordinarily meet. 
 



A question was raised: should the German Village Society value its physical assets such as its water color 
collection?  Program and Operations Manager, Russ Arledge noted that in the museum world things 
such as that are not valued as they are not a capital holding.  Instead, such non profits provide an across 
the board value for these assets for insurance purposes.   This question was referred to the Historic 
Preservation Committee for further consideration.   
 
Finance 
Treasurer Nick Cavalaris provided a written report (attached) from this committee, which met June 8, 
2013.   
 
Trustee Bill Curlis asked if the German Village Society is exempt from the Sarbanes-Oxley Act.  Trustee 
(and CPA) Darci Congrove confirmed that it is, though Trustee Jeff McNealey advised that implementing 
good internal controls as outlined in the Act is good fiscal policy.  Bill Curlis inquired about the Finance 
Committee’s cash handling discussion and the related Finance Committee June 8, 2013 Meeting 
Minutes.   
 
Guest Jim Nichols, a former German Village Society Trustee and Finance Committee member, was not in 
attendance at that Finance meeting.  He noted though that this review of the German Village Society’s 
entire cash handling process was recommended by the auditors given the change in staffing since the 
procedures were originally crafted some years earlier.  Jim indicated that additional controls were put 
into place for the 2013 Haus & Garten event, primarily to keep the various sources of revenue separate 
(i.e. beer sales, water sales, raffle tickets), but pointed out that nothing has been formally adopted as of 
yet but will be in place for 2014.     
 
There was not a Maintenance Committee report (Roy Bieber, Chair). 
 
German Village Business Committee (GVBC) 
Chair Greg Gamier provided a written report (attached). 
 
Historic Preservation 
President Case thanked Trustee and Chair Chris Hune for her coordination of the July Historic 
Preservation Committee meeting which drew a crowd of about forty folks.  He noted that the meeting 
was well organized and there was an excellent presentation and discussion.  
 
Hune thanked Trustee Darci Congrove for the excellent and comprehensive notes she took during the 
meeting.   Shiloh has since utilized these in an educational column for the newspaper and the website. 
 
Trustee and Chair of the Historic Preservation Committee, Chris Hune, distributed a written report 
(attached).   
 
Long Range Planning 
Chair Matt Eshelbrenner provided a written report (attached).   
 
Marketing 
Chair and Trustee Beth Ervin noted that she and Director Shiloh Todorov agree that there is not a need 
for this committee now that the German Village Society’s branding guidelines are in place.   
 
President Bill Case noted that the recent PRDaily 2013 Nonprofit PR Awards  was great news.   



 
Director Shiloh Todorov also pointed out more good news this week:  the Ohio Historical Society is 
recognizing the German Village Commission, the German Village Society, and the City of Columbus for all 
the work done to preserve German Village over the last 50 years since the German Village Commission’s 
creation.   
 
This award will be presented at a luncheon in Fest Hall of the Meeting Haus in September.  The Society’s 
officers asked Jody to submit the nomination in recognition of the significance of the German Village 
Commission over these last 50 years. 
 
Membership 
Outgoing Membership Committee Chair, Stef Mart, provided a written report (attached).  President Bill 
Case noted that the Society will officially thank Stef at next month’s board meeting since she is out of 
town presently.   
 
Bill Case also noted that Susan Sutherland, a member of the Membership Committee for the last several 
years and a long time resident and supporter of the German Village Society, has agreed to become the 
new chair of this committee.    
 
Trustee Tim Bibler asked if there has been consideration about having a continuing membership for 
renewals instead of an annual, manual renewal process.   Director Shiloh Todorov noted that presently 
the technology that she’s explored with one of the Society’s banks is quite expensive.  This may be more 
feasible though Shiloh noted when technology is more affordable.   
 
Organizational Development 
Trustee and Chair, Jeanne Likins, submitted a written report (attached).   
 
Parks, Public Spaces and Community Events 
Chair Sara McNealey provided two written reports (attached).  One was from the committee, and the 
other from the Schiller Park Arboretum Fund, chaired by Lindy Michael, which is part of the Parks, Public 
Spaces, and Community Events Committee. 
 
Old Business 
There was none. 
 
New Business 
There was none. 
 
Adjournment 
At 8:21 PM there was a motion to adjourn the meeting by Trustee Jeanne Likins, which was seconded by 
Trustee Darci Congrove and unanimously approved.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jeanne M. Likins, Secretary 
 
 
 



 

September 9, 2013 Director’s Report 

German Village Society Board of Trustees 

The fundraising success announced at last month's meeting has set off a discussion, ideas and planning 
for how we both sustain higher income and how we begin to deliver on our critical needs list. 

I had the chance to move promptly on your request that I move forward with the hiring process for a 
new historic preservation expert to join our organization on a contractual basis. Our current Historic 
Preservation Consultant Jody Graichen was graciously sponsored by German Village Guest House for her 
stay and participation in Historic Preservation Weekend. Jody and I had time Thursday and Friday to 
discuss and begin crafting a job description for a contractual expert to support our mission. I am now 
seeking feedback from the officers and the chair of our Historic Preservation Committee Chris Hune to 
hone that description. 

Additionally, Jody and I are working on a grant application through the History Fund – the dollars 
allocated by the state through Ohio Historical Society through the check-off program on our Ohio tax 
returns. The History Fund grant is being sought as a one-year, startup, matching-fund allocation to bring 
back the important position of historic preservation expert to our organization. The grant is due Sept. 5, 
and should we be successful in securing those dollars, this will become a part of my sustainability 
narrative on how we hire and maintain this expert. 

Until I can complete the budget forecasting for sustainability, I will not seek approval from the Board to 
list the job description. 

The Development Committee met on Aug. 22 and discussed two major ideas to feed the sustainability 
numbers. One idea will come by way of motion for this month's meeting, and I will broach the other in 
new business for your consideration and discussion so that a subsequent motion can come before you in 
October from Development. 

First, we have learned that the Columbus Foundation will again do a Big Give campaign with matching 
funds for any dollars raised through the campaign Sept. 17 at 11 a.m. through Sept. 18 at 11 a.m. We 
participated in the Big Give two years ago, allowing members to renew their memberships and realize 
the extra matching money (I think it was about 25 cents on the dollar). This year, Development would 
like to dedicate the ask and the money to the sustainable hiring of an HP expert for GVS. This is an 
excellent nexus of 1) delivering on our No. 1 critical need 2) asking neighbors and members to help us 
deliver 3) the renewed desire among a significant cohort of our members to reinvigorate our historic 
preservation mission and to defend the historic fabric of German Village. Development will make some 
strategic calls to a target list of members and friends to encourage them to donate to the Big Give with 
the funding of this critical need in mind. 

Second, I have asked for time within New Business to discuss a longer-term campaign to fund the 
preservation expert in perpetuity. I hope each board member will think very hard about how he/she can 



be a part of this very important fundraising campaign. We are a preservation nonprofit and our very first 
hire was to have a preservationist on staff. I submit that we need to return to those roots and dedicate 
ourselves to a short-term challenge to raise the money to fund that position in perpetuity so that we 
don't have to run ourselves ragged every year in perpetuity to raise the funds needed in operations to 
fund the position. Please refer to the agenda in New Business and come prepared to discuss. 

As you were made aware of in email the last week of August, the Long-Range Planning Committee is 
seeking funding from the Create Columbus grant to underwrite its initiative to reach out to renters and 
landlords. Recent changes by the Franklin County Auditor to require landlords to list their contact 
information and the addresses of their rental properties give us a new, exciting tool to reach the 51% of 
our neighbors who rent – and to engage landlords. These are longtime wishes of the Society, but we 
haven't known where to contact these distinct groups. Whether we win the funding or not, LRPC's 
discussion and initiative are an exciting new chapter in understanding how we engage our entire 
community to be caretakers of a legacy. 

I have been working closely with Trustees Likins and Bibler – both serve on ODC – for the past several 
months to improve our board processes and to maximize our time together for the good of the order. 
Tim and Jeanne and I went to Dayton in May for an Ohio Association of Nonprofit Organizations 
workshop entitled "High Performing Boards;" then Tim and I attended a Columbus Foundation workshop 
on how high-performing nonprofits measure and benchmark themselves; and in August, Jeanne and I 
took advantage of a 1-on-1 follow-up conversation with the Dayton speaker to specifically address GVS's 
needs and realities. ODC has finalized a board self-evaluation, which each of you will be asked to fill in so 
that we may better understand our strengths and weaknesses, and so we can start to make changes 
that addresses the weaknesses but also so that we can celebrate our achievements (of which there are 
MANY). The outcomes may include movement to a consent agenda so that we may more fully spend our 
time visioning and less time reviewing; and it may include a fall strategic planning initiative that would 
be led by members and discussed by the Board at its traditional January retreat. I think the workshops 
and the work of ODC puts us on a track to strengthen our governance processes and practices and make 
us more effective. 

Also, you received an email in August detailing our plans for an online annual report and an Oct. 27 
annual meeting that will be vastly different and more interactive than last year's event. I am so gratified 
to be supported in these new approaches by volunteers Jeanne Tranter, Emmy Mitchell and John 
Pribble. I expect delivery of two truly memorable projects and look forward to sharing them with you. 

Finally, our Monster Bash committee is in place and off and running to create an eighth-annual success. 
We welcome back last year's co-chairs, who have also recruited a core committee of about 10 young 
professionals who will bring the event to life on Oct. 19. Get your costumes! 

Shiloh Todorov, Director, German Village Society 



German Village Society 
Elise A. Wyant Assistant for Visitorism 

September 9, 2013 Board of Trustees Meeting 
 
Tours: 
In August there were a total of four terrific tours.  Plus a visit from the owners of a tour agency who 
primarily does bank travel in the south and along the east coast.  Experience Columbus invited them to 
our city as a possible destination for their groups.  They took a look at our video and toured the 
neighborhood.   
 
Another interesting tour came through the meeting Haus late in August.  The group of 10 are all 
professors from Iraq and Lybia.  They were sponsored by Kent St. to work on research projects.  While in 
the U.S., the visitors are able to travel.  Their stops that day were at the Statehouse and to German 
Village.  They were very impressed with all the greenery, the American food and accommodations.  Their 
docent, Dr. Norm Burns, loved speaking with the group and may have asked more questions about them 
than they asked of GV.   
 
For September, four more tours are booked.  There have been some scavenger hunt tours booked for 
this fall by school groups and I anticipate even more in the next few months.  
 
Rentals: 
There are two rentals this month.  On September 14th a wedding reception will take place in Fest Hall.  
Years ago, the bride’s grandparents were married in German Village and had their reception in Fest Hall.  
They are so happy to be able to create a new memory in the same space.    
 
September 28th Fest Hall will be host the Ohio Historical Society Awards Banquet.   
 
Shiloh and I had a meeting with Carly Ziemer of Two Caterers and of the newly opened High Line Car 
House.  She offered some ideas of GVS collaborating with them to offer a deal for brides looking for a 
ceremony and reception space.  She wants to create a package deal for them to use Fest Hall and their 
new facility.  This idea is still very much in the beginning stages, but we are excited of the potential 
rental income this partnership could bring us.   
 
GVBC: 
I am working with The Greater Columbus Sports Commission to maximize our presence at the 
President’s Cup Opening ceremony in the Commons.  I am also looking into creating sandwich boards for 
placement near the parking garages directing traffic to GV.  The German Village Tourist maps seem to be 
a hot commodity.  We receive requests all the time to ship dozens of maps for different events.  They 
are available at the airport and are located at many rest areas where they are very popular. 
 
Past Perfect: 
Tea sponsors, silent auction buyers, and silent auction donors have all been put into the system with tax 
letters generated to those who need them.     
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September 09, 2013 
  
Monthly Report to the German Village Society Board of Trustees 
  
Submitted by: Russ Arledge, Program and Operations Manager 
  
 
►I was my pleasure to present to the Board of Trustees during the August 2013 
meeting an overview of the PastPerfect database program. Funding for the 
“PastPerfect” database was made possible by the annual “Tea 43206” event 
contributions to our GVS Historic Preservation program. While the program is used daily 
for membership and donation recordkeeping, there are several “behind-the-scenes” 
projects going on as well. In addition to digitizing all the German Village property files, 
we are also scanning documents and photos from our archives such as our past Haus 
und Garten programs, our old printed newsletters, old photos from GVS past events 
from the last 53 years, and historic photos and documents relevant to the neighborhood. 
These files and photos will be made available soon on our new “searchable” online 
archives section of the GVS website.  
 
►Shiloh and I had the pleasure of meeting with David Staley, Ph.D. from OSU to talk 
about providing an opportunity for 2014 Spring Semester history student interns to help 
with the various PastPerfect database projects.  
 
►The Police Luncheon held on August 29th was well attended. Minutes of the meeting 
can be found on the cyberblockwatch.com website. The lunch for the officers this month 
was provided by the Brown Bag Deli. 
  
►The cyberblockwatch.com website now has 962 registered users. This is a 
collaborative effort between the German Village Society, Schumacher Place, and the 
citizens of both neighborhoods.  
   
►Also this month… once again GVS, as an official computer recycling drop-off center 
for the Community Computer Alliance, we have had collected numerous computers, 
monitors, laptops, printers, cell phones, and  fax machines… at last count over 17 van 
loads of computer equipment have been picked-up at the Meeting Haus… Thanks to all 
who have contributed! 
 
It’s been a busy month… all for now. 
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German Village Society  
Financial Highlights for September 2013     9/7/13 
Nick Cavalaris, Treasurer  
  

 
 

This report highlights certain items of the attached financial reports that are presented to the GVS board each month.  
This report is the September 2013 report.  The balances in this report are as of August 31, 2013 and reflect reconciled 
balances to the last available bank statement.  The attached reports are as follows:  1) GVS Balance Sheet as of 8-31-
13 and 2) 2013 Budget Variance by Month.  Highlights are as follows:     
 
1. Balance Sheet  (attached):     

 
Operations Bank Account Balance:   $192,977.61  
Board Designated Checking Balance:   $114,638.99  
Total Board Designated Funds Balance:   $442,096.52 
  (Including: MH and Warner maintenance) 
Perm. Restricted Funds Account Balance:  $165,119.54  
 
Total Balance of GVS Bank Accounts*:   $800,793.67 
 
 

 
2. 2013 Budget Variance by Month (attached) 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*  Excludes inventory 



Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget
Income
   Admission/Event Income 0.00 250.00 42.78 0.00 488.34 350.00 46,297.76 40,250.00 35,577.77 59,900.00 38,841.74 6,000.00 1,449.39 1,000.00 2,000.00 8,250.00 0.00 0.00 122,697.78 118,000.00
   Advertising Income 0.00 0.00 600.00 4,000.00 1,105.00 1,300.00 3,475.00 5,000.00 3,425.00 8,550.00 750.00 400.00 660.00 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,250.00 10,015.00 26,500.00
   Contributions 1,955.96 1,860.00 1,511.20 0.00 229.37 0.00 2,125.96 1,880.00 3,125.00 0.00 469.53 6,250.00 2,039.25 1,880.00 15.00 0.00 0.00 1,880.00 0.00 6,250.00 11,471.27 20,000.00
   Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 0.00 1.00
   Interest Income 298.67 60.00 15.78 60.00 16.34 60.00 18.04 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 140.00 348.83 800.00
   Membership Dues - GVS 26,116.66 53,000.00 16,841.66 4,000.00 10,991.66 2,500.00 4,816.66 3,100.00 8,166.66 2,400.00 5,416.66 2,200.00 2,716.66 1,200.00 1,366.66 1,300.00 2,300.00 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 76,433.28 73,000.00
   Membership Dues -GVBC 3,525.00 6,400.00 2,025.00 1,400.00 2,475.00 200.00 150.00 75.00 150.00 375.00 0.00 75.00 0.00 300.00 75.00 125.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 8,850.00 8,500.00
   Merchandise Income 375.00 250.00 70.31 250.00 248.95 250.00 176.00 250.00 967.95 1,750.00 426.50 3,250.00 152.78 250.00 34.12 250.00 250.00 250.00 250.00 250.00 2,451.61 7,500.00
   Miscellaneous Income 100.00 125.00 405.72 125.00 520.00 125.00 361.99 1,225.00 28.00 1,525.00 134.06 1,150.00 125.00 125.00 125.00 125.00 125.00 1,449.77 5,000.00
   Rental Income 509.00 1,125.00 1,498.97 1,125.00 1,456.71 1,125.00 2,708.98 1,125.00 712.00 1,125.00 5,456.94 1,125.00 1,053.34 1,125.00 675.00 1,125.00 1,125.00 1,125.00 1,125.00 1,125.00 14,070.94 13,500.00
   Sponsorship 3,400.00 1,000.00 3,600.00 1,000.00 5,600.00 1,000.00 9,600.00 8,500.00 14,100.00 8,400.00 16,100.00 3,300.00 3,600.00 7,028.88 3,600.00 3,900.00 4,300.00 3,600.00 3,600.00 30,228.88 75,000.00
   Tour Income 100.00 70.40 200.00 589.00 800.00 746.00 50.00 1,282.00 700.00 110.00 1,500.00 3,296.00 1,700.00 577.00 650.00 1,000.00 2,000.00 0.00 0.00 6,670.40 8,700.00
Total Income $  32,780.29 $  66,295.00 $  23,033.32 $  11,010.00 $  18,055.53 $  14,660.00 $  13,704.98 $  17,990.00 $  72,963.36 $  66,760.00 $  59,685.40 $100,460.00 $  52,358.83 $  17,365.00 $  12,106.05 $    9,185.00 $           0.00 $  10,885.00 $           0.00 $  18,990.00 $           0.00 $    5,160.00 $           0.00 $  17,741.00 $284,687.76 $ 356,501.00
Gross Profit $  32,780.29 $  66,295.00 $  23,033.32 $  11,010.00 $  18,055.53 $  14,660.00 $  13,704.98 $  17,990.00 $  72,963.36 $  66,760.00 $  59,685.40 $100,460.00 $  52,358.83 $  17,365.00 $  12,106.05 $    9,185.00 $           0.00 $  10,885.00 $           0.00 $  18,990.00 $           0.00 $    5,160.00 $           0.00 $  17,741.00 $284,687.76 $ 356,501.00
Expenses
   Accounting Expense 781.25 837.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 833.00 6,612.25 10,000.00
   Advertising 150.00 200.00 1,150.00 200.00 200.00 -20.00 1,800.00 6,608.77 1,200.00 50.00 2,100.00 450.00 200.00 400.00 250.00 150.00 150.00 8,238.77 7,000.00
   Audit Fees 0.00 320.00 3,000.00 2,400.00 0.00 1,072.50 0.00 731.85 0.00 0.00 495.12 0.00 0.00 600.00 0.00 0.00 2,619.47 6,000.00
   Bank/Credit Card Fees 328.78 525.00 381.47 575.00 341.18 475.00 393.49 455.00 1,002.05 1,045.00 1,690.64 2,095.00 1,587.08 2,145.00 68.89 495.00 545.00 695.00 475.00 475.00 5,793.58 10,000.00
   Computer Related Costs 189.05 1,400.00 1,893.15 370.00 248.10 370.00 590.10 370.00 481.78 370.00 64.05 370.00 793.40 370.00 64.05 370.00 370.00 370.00 370.00 300.00 4,323.68 5,400.00
   Consulting Fees 1,850.00 3,920.00 3,766.25 3,920.00 1,950.00 3,920.00 2,210.00 3,920.00 2,700.00 3,920.00 2,725.00 7,420.00 1,420.00 5,825.00 1,420.00 1,420.00 1,420.00 1,420.00 1,380.00 21,026.25 35,500.00
   Equipment Rental 834.82 400.00 315.82 400.00 315.82 400.00 834.82 1,400.00 327.94 400.00 1,388.07 1,600.00 5,684.04 7,900.00 846.94 400.00 400.00 400.00 400.00 400.00 10,548.27 14,500.00
   Food/Beverages 160.00 200.00 310.00 445.00 860.00 491.25 160.00 1,072.50 4,560.00 5,296.85 10,310.00 1,296.99 1,260.00 -399.30 810.00 210.00 1,160.00 160.00 40.00 8,403.29 20,000.00
   Gifts & Awards 50.00 22.74 50.00 40.00 510.40 40.00 40.00 1,258.00 1,540.00 456.59 1,640.00 40.00 40.00 40.00 40.00 40.00 2,247.73 3,600.00
   License/Fees/Permits 25.00 25.00 25.00 200.00 375.00 350.00 175.00 132.25 25.00 25.00 25.00 325.00 425.00 25.00 25.00 682.25 1,500.00
   Meeting Haus Cleaning 743.55 725.00 743.55 725.00 743.55 725.00 743.55 725.00 762.10 725.00 743.55 725.00 725.00 725.00 743.55 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 725.00 5,948.40 8,700.00
   Meeting Haus Groundskeeping 100.00 100.00 30.00 100.00 110.00 100.00 100.00 62.50 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 302.50 1,200.00
   Miscellaneous Expense 2,893.00 4,455.00 2,390.70 4,455.00 701.44 4,455.00 225.00 4,455.00 536.65 6,105.00 8,019.08 7,495.00 5,348.01 4,455.00 184.05 4,455.00 4,455.00 4,705.00 4,455.00 4,355.00 20,297.93 58,300.00
   Payroll Processing 241.82 100.00 133.76 110.00 134.86 110.00 83.85 110.00 72.86 110.00 145.71 110.00 6.26 100.00 110.00 110.00 110.00 110.00 110.00 819.12 1,300.00
   Payroll Taxes 829.56 1,350.00 982.31 1,150.00 762.40 1,050.00 744.35 750.00 720.39 750.00 759.95 750.00 907.58 750.00 750.00 750.00 750.00 750.00 750.00 5,706.54 10,300.00
   Postage 225.00 99.42 200.00 430.00 200.00 200.00 860.00 900.00 2,430.00 200.00 170.00 300.00 1,110.97 200.00 1,300.00 375.00 200.00 200.00 5,100.39 4,500.00
   Printing/Signage 316.20 1,705.00 360.00 1,395.00 3,420.50 1,345.00 1,295.00 3,970.00 5,845.00 33.80 2,895.00 5,593.24 1,295.00 1,560.00 1,295.00 1,295.00 1,545.00 1,295.00 1,295.00 15,253.74 22,500.00
   Property & D/O Insurance 0.00 5,132.00 0.00 2,075.05 5,100.00 0.00 1,900.00 0.00 0.00 250.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7,457.05 7,000.00
   Repairs & Maintenance 300.00 1,292.96 300.00 538.71 300.00 -174.00 300.00 300.00 385.44 300.00 185.64 750.00 889.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 250.00 3,117.75 4,000.00
   Salaries/Wages 9,066.16 9,550.00 9,516.16 9,540.00 9,466.66 9,540.00 9,588.16 9,540.00 9,478.13 9,540.00 10,005.91 9,540.00 9,770.41 9,550.00 9,540.00 9,540.00 9,540.00 9,540.00 9,540.00 66,891.59 114,500.00
   Security 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,764.00 1,100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 320.00 0.00 0.00 1,764.00 1,420.00
   Storage 1,020.00 1,020.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,020.00 1,020.00
   Supplies 400.00 499.86 400.00 20.97 375.00 502.92 375.00 358.95 375.00 358.13 625.00 381.15 375.00 251.72 375.00 375.00 575.00 375.00 375.00 2,373.70 5,000.00
   Transportation/Towing 0.00 0.00 6.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,350.00 7,083.08 0.00 450.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7,089.08 4,800.00
   Utilities 1,017.05 1,200.00 1,093.56 1,000.00 1,106.06 700.00 1,094.28 400.00 1,057.22 1,600.00 1,053.16 1,300.00 1,383.77 1,600.00 1,529.10 1,000.00 1,100.00 1,100.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 9,334.20 13,400.00
Total Expenses $  20,211.24 $  28,597.00 $  30,006.71 $  29,058.00 $  24,799.30 $  33,523.00 $  18,871.17 $  26,003.00 $  25,698.57 $  41,393.00 $  46,427.21 $  54,883.00 $  42,255.24 $  37,693.00 $  14,702.09 $  23,893.00 $           0.00 $  24,593.00 $           0.00 $  26,338.00 $           0.00 $  22,923.00 $           0.00 $  22,543.00 $222,971.53 $ 371,440.00
Net Operating Income $  12,569.05 $  37,698.00 -$   6,973.39 -$ 18,048.00 -$   6,743.77 -$ 18,863.00 -$   5,166.19 -$   8,013.00 $  47,264.79 $  25,367.00 $  13,258.19 $  45,577.00 $  10,103.59 -$ 20,328.00 -$   2,596.04 -$ 14,708.00 $           0.00 -$ 13,708.00 $           0.00 -$   7,348.00 $           0.00 -$ 17,763.00 $           0.00 -$   4,802.00 $  61,716.23 -$ 14,939.00
Other Income
   Contributions - Other 100.00 100.00 0.00
   Transfers In 15,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -15,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -15,000.00 15,000.00
Total Other Income $           0.00 $  15,000.00 $       100.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 -$ 15,000.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 -$ 14,900.00 $   15,000.00
Other Expenses
   Deferred Gain/Loss Investments -8,728.79 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 -8,728.79 1.00
   Transfers out 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -15,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 -15,000.00 1.00
Total Other Expenses -$   8,728.79 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 -$ 15,000.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           2.00 -$ 23,728.79 $            2.00
Net Other Income $    8,728.79 $  15,000.00 $       100.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 $           0.00 -$          2.00 $    8,828.79 $   14,998.00
Net Income $  21,297.84 $  52,698.00 -$   6,873.39 -$ 18,048.00 -$   6,743.77 -$ 18,863.00 -$   5,166.19 -$   8,013.00 $  47,264.79 $  25,367.00 $  13,258.19 $  45,577.00 $  10,103.59 -$ 20,328.00 -$   2,596.04 -$ 14,708.00 $           0.00 -$ 13,708.00 $           0.00 -$   7,348.00 $           0.00 -$ 17,763.00 $           0.00 -$   4,804.00 $  70,545.02 $          59.00

Dec 2013Jan 2013 Feb 2013 Mar 2013 Apr 2013 May 2013 Jun 2013 Total
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German Village Society
2013 GVS Budget Variance by Month 1301

January - December 2013

Jul 2013 Aug 2013 Sep 2013 Oct 2013 Nov 2013



Total
ASSETS
   Current Assets
      Bank Accounts
         Bank Accounts - Operations 33.55
            Operations Chase Checking - 6039 104,891.60
            Operations Chase Contingency - 4693 88,052.46
            Operations Fifth Third Checking - 5113 0.00
         Total Bank Accounts - Operations $ 192,977.61
         Board Designated Bank Accounts
            Board Designated Checking - 1362 0.00
               Bicentennial Fund 6,513.52
               Council of Historic Neighborhoods 1,777.87
               For the Good of the Neighborhood 39.46
               Frank Fetch Park/Maintenance 50.00
               Fund for Historic Preservation 30,818.47
               German Village Business Community 44,011.40
               Highfield Garden 708.57
               Huntington Garden/Maintenance 20,776.00
               Schiller Friends of Schiller Fund 3,710.16
               Schiller Park Enhancements 670.00
               Schiller Park/Arboretum Fund 1,591.27
               Schiller Park/Bench/Trash Can Fund 1,491.70
               Schiller Trash Can Fund 0.00
               Village Connections 0.00
               Village Singers 2,480.57
            Total Board Designated Checking - 1362 $ 114,638.99
            Board Designated Funds
               Meeting Haus Maint/Replacement 164,591.23
               Warner Maintenance - 0330 162,866.30
               Warner Maintenance - 2342 0.00
               Warner Maintenance - 5402 0.00
               Warner Maintenance - 8188 0.00
            Total Board Designated Funds $ 327,457.53
         Total Board Designated Bank Accounts $ 442,096.52
         Permanently Restricted Fund Accounts
            Frank Fetch Endowment 0.00
            Fund at Columbus Foundation 753.93
            Huntington Garden Endowment 164,365.61
         Total Permanently Restricted Fund Accounts $ 165,119.54
         Petty Cash 600.00
      Total Bank Accounts $ 800,793.67
      Accounts Receivable
         Accounts Receivable-General 0.00
      Total Accounts Receivable $            0.00
      Other current assets
         Designated Funds GVS Receivable 133.26
         Inventory 1,000.00

German Village Society
Balance Sheet

As of August 31, 2013



         Undeposited Funds 7,427.78
      Total Other current assets $     8,561.04
   Total Current Assets $ 809,354.71
   Fixed Assets
      Building 588 South Third Street
         Cost 759,990.66
         Depreciation -527,326.56
         Land 40,000.00
      Total Building 588 South Third Street $ 272,664.10
      Leasehold Improvements 99,035.64
      Office Equipment
         Cost 96,047.23
         Depreciation -195,037.23
      Total Office Equipment -$  98,990.00
      Office Furniture
         Cost 113,895.39
         Depreciaton
      Total Office Furniture $ 113,895.39
      Office Paintings
         Cost 1,775.00
      Total Office Paintings $     1,775.00
   Total Fixed Assets $ 388,380.13

TOTAL ASSETS ##########
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
   Liabilities
      Current Liabilities
         Accounts Payable
            Accounts Payable 0.00
         Total Accounts Payable $            0.00
         Other Current Liabilities
            Deferred Revenue-Property Taxes 0.00
            Designated Funds GVBC Payable 133.26
            Designated Funds GVS Payable 315.00
            Other Current Liabilities 0.00
            Prepaid GVBC Membership Dues 0.00
            Prepaid GVS Advertising Fees 0.00
            Prepaid GVS Membership Dues 0.00
            Sales tax payable 0.00
         Total Other Current Liabilities $        448.26
      Total Current Liabilities $        448.26
   Total Liabilities $        448.26
   Equity
      Designated Earnings
         Non Restricted 0.00
         Restricted 0.00
      Total Designated Earnings $            0.00
      Retained Earnings 1,078,517.62
      Net Income 118,768.96

   Total Equity ##########



TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY ##########
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TEA for HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Benefiting the Fund for Historic Preservation  
of the German Village Society

Original acrylic painting by Dennis J. Rano

Schedule of Events

4:00
SILENT AUCTION OPENS

5:30
BRIEF REMARKS

5:35
HAT CONTEST ON GVGH LAWN

6:45 
SILENT AUCTION CLOSES

7:00 
EVENT ENDS

Presenting Sponsor 

GERMAN VILLAGE GUEST HOUSE

Event Sponsors
TREETREE AGENCY 

Porcelain Tea Pot Sponsors
CLARK CREATIVE  

CHAMPION REAL ESTATE SERVICES 
DENNIS RANO 

GBQ PARTNERS 
HELEN WINNEMORE CRAFT

Hat Contest Sponsor
RAIN SOAPS

Floral Sponsor
 PATTI ORZANO

China Tea Pot Sponsors
 WILLIAM CURLIS 

JOSEPH & JOSEPH, LPA 
JEFFREY & SARA MCNEALEY 

GAUER, CANTWELL & SUTHERLAND,  
THE “4 FOR U” TEAM, STREET  

SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Thank you  
for your support of the Fund for Historic  

Preservation of the German Village Society



 For the sport and fitness fan:

Tennis racket signed by Steffi Graf
SAP 

Columbus Clippers family fun gift package   
Columbus Clippers 

4 lower bowl tickets plus dinner 
Columbus Blue Jackets and Milestone 229 

B.O.S.S.  Fitness package with personal training 
B.O.S.S. Fitness   

10 passes to Studio B Wellness 
Studio B Wellness 

Golf foursome at Worthington Hills Country Club 
Tanya Rutner

For the oenophile or foodie:

3-bottles of flagship “Seduction” red blend  
O’Brien Winery 

Oregon Pinot Noir collection from Domaine Serene  
Joseph Flood & Jeanne Likins 

Poolside brunch for 12 with Chris Hune & Norm Hall  
Chris Hune & Norm Hall 

Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams #1 - 
Ice cream sandwiches and two food tour ticket 

Jeni’s and Columbus Food Adventures 
Jeni’s and Columbus Food Adventures  

Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams #2 - 
Jeni’s cookbook and ice creams 

Jeni’s 

Home-cooked Bulgarian dinner for 8  
Dimiter & Shiloh Todorov  

Baking pans, brownies and sweets 
  Mike Cornelis, Sugar Daddy’s & Pistacia Vera 

North Market flower arrangement and  
Market gift certificates 

Market Blooms and various vendors  
Interesting dinner 

  Skillet.  Rustic. Urban. Food. 

 Food & Wine Affair plus Sangria Tasting 

Katharine Moore and Barcelona

For the experience seeker:

GVGH overnight stay with champagne & chocolates 
plus $100 for dinner at G. Michael’s  

German Village Guest House 

Weekend stay in Tennessee cabin  
Greenlawn Abbey 

  Appearance on 10TV Wall to Wall Sports  
Kristyn Hartman, 10TV 

3-Hour Naturalist-Led Adventure Tour  
in the Hocking Hills for 4 

Hocking Hills Adventure Trek 

Custom wallet - watch it being made! 
Zer0z   

Spa services 
Salon 644 and Erika Taylor Urban Spa   

Symphony tickets plus meet & greet  
with Jean-Marie Zeitouni 

CAPA

Experience German Village:

Kossuth Street: shop at Mary B’s 
 and dine at Olde Mohawk  

Mary B’s Red Stable and Olde Mohawk 

Walk-on role in Actors’ Theatre production 
Actors’ Theatre 

3rd Street Stroll:  Chocolates, books and more 
Winan’s, The Book Loft, Katzinger’s, G. Michael’s, Starbucks 

J. McLaughlin “43206” embroidered canvas tote bag 
Rick Distel 

Flowers for a year 
Kroger 

Membership, Jazz & Juleps and free mums 
German Village Garten Club 

  

House history plus books about GV  
GV House Histories (David Randall) 

 Golf cart & 5 autobahn tickets for 2014  
Haus & Garten Tour 

German Village Society 
 

For the art lover:

Haus und Garten historic original watercolor painting  
Jerry Glick 

Original oil painting of the umbrella  
girl statue in Schiller Park 

Dennis Rano 

Large framed botanical print 
Happy Go Lucky, Debbie Neimeth 

Fred & Howard earrings 
German Village Society 

Commissioned portrait of your house 
Jean Langkamp, German Village Art League 

Carol Schar poster  
Carol Schar with framing by Raffensberger Photography 

Silpada jewelry plus jewelry cleaner package  
Robin Hungerford & Kristie Nicolosi 

Moderately Confused framed original cartoon 
Jeff Stahler   

Hand-crafted necklace 
Sandy Kight 

Hand made, custom stationery 
Tanya Rutner

For the pet pappa (or mamma):

Custom pet portrait  
Thom Glick 

Dog grooming, sitting and OSU water bowl 
All About the Dogs, Positive Pets and Village Pet Supply   

Original painting of your pet’s photo  
Kimberly Erb 



Tea 43206, Two Hundred for Tea
2013

Financials  Cash  In‐Kind   GVGH   Total 

Sponsorship:

McNealey 250.00              250.00             

Helen Winnemore Craft 500.00              500.00             

Dennis Rano 500.00              500.00             

Champion Real Estate Services 500.00              500.00             

GBQ 500.00              500.00             

Joseph & Joseph 250.00              250.00             

Susan Sutherland "4forU" team 250.00              250.00             

Patti Orzano 300.00              300.00             

Tree Tree Agency 1,500.00          1,500.00         

Bill Curlis 250.00              250.00             

Rain Soaps 120.00              120.00             

GVGH cash sponsorship to cover expenses 5,930.35          5,930.35         

Silent auction items purchased by guests 9,574.00          9,574.00         

Silent auction items donated 12,155.00        12,155.00       

Food donated by others 457.06              457.06             

Ticket sales and donations

Tickets 7,290.00          7,290.00         

Uberfreunds 600.00              600.00             

Donations in lieu of attendance 150.00              150.00             

T‐shirt Sales 280.00              280.00             

Friday night event tickets 465.00              465.00             

Total Revenue 21,359.00        14,532.06        5,930.35          41,821.41       

Postage for postcards and sending tickets to sponsors 330.00              330.00             

Marketing and collateral design 1,500.00          1,500.00         

Atchley's Signs (yard signs) 387.50              387.50             

YesPress Graphics (postcards) 317.45              317.45             

YesPress Graphics (tckets) 62.72                62.72               

FedEx Office (sponsor signs and programs) 427.53              427.53             

Programs & silent auction sheets (printed @ home) ‐                    ‐                   

Total Printing, Postage & Design 330.00              1,500.00          1,195.20          3,025.20         

Kroger ‐ baking supplies 8.3.13 108.70              108.70             

Kroger ‐ main shopping 8.16.13 659.06              659.06             

Giant Eagle ‐ additional vegetables 28.25                28.25               

Giant Eagle ‐ ice  20.00                20.00               

Haus Frau ‐ wine 730.74              730.74             

Flood/Likins ‐ tenderloin 357.06              357.06             

Will Eylar ‐ chicken salad 100.00              100.00             

Total Food & Beverage ‐                    457.06              1,546.75          2,003.81         

Silent auction items donated 12,155.00        12,155.00       

Rentals:  Lasting Impressions ‐ tables, chairs, linens, glasses 1,543.69          1,543.69         

Party city ‐ Napkins, paper supplies, decorations, ribbon, etc. 101.06              101.06             

Michael's ‐ ribbon, decorations, etc. 6.38                  6.38                 

Staples ‐ envelopes to mail photos  22.39                22.39               

Staples ‐ clipboards, display stands, pens 76.97                76.97               

Staples ‐ poster board 8.49                  8.49                 

Target ‐ supplies for silent auction presentation 14.06                14.06               

Target ‐ supplies for silent auction presentation 19.19                19.19               

Office Max ‐ clipboards, display stands 51.67                51.67               

Postage  33.00                33.00               

Flowers 300.00              300.00             

Total Supplies 300.00              333.21              633.21             

Anita 105.00              105.00             

Jenny 127.50              127.50             

Kaitlyn 135.00              135.00             

Kylie 240.00              240.00             

Bridget 208.00              208.00             

Elizabeth 182.00              182.00             

Sabrina 104.00              104.00             

Total GVGH Labor ‐ Friday & Saturday ‐                    ‐                    1,101.50          1,101.50         

Hat contest gifts 120.00              120.00             

Eventbrite charges 40.13                40.13               

Square charges 173.57              173.57             

Tea‐shirts 210.00              210.00             

‐                   

Friday night books  500.00              500.00             

‐                   

1,043.70          14,532.06        5,930.35          21,506.11       

Net  20,315.30        ‐                  ‐                  20,315.30     



Tea 43206, Two Hundred for Tea

Overall Event Plan

Date: Saturday, August 17, 2013

Location: German Village Guest House, 748 Jaeger Street

Time: 4pm ‐ 7pm

Purpose: To raise money for the Fund for Historic Preservation at the German Village Society

Fundraising Results:   $20,315 in 2013

Fundraising Results in 

Prior Years: $15,603.65 net in 2012, $9,684 net in 2011. 

Attendance: 240 people

Format: Garden party

Festive summer attire & fancy hats

Wine, tea, hors d'ouevres and pastries

Hat contest

Silent auction

Live auction

Invitations: Save the Date and reminders via Neighbors4Neighbors 

Printed postcards mailed to GVS members

Electronic artwork to be used for e‐mail blasts

Pricing: Advance tickets $50 

Tickets at the Gate $60 

Sponsorships available $250 ‐ $1500

Marketing: Feature placement on www.germanvillage.com home page

FaceBook page set up for the event

Press release in early August

Tickets to be sold online via EventBrite at www.germanvillage.com

  Physical tickets printed for Visitor Center, for those who do not want to purchase online

  Eventbrite confirmation page to serve as ticket to the event "at the gate"

Yard signs for distribution around the neighborhood

Article in GV Gazette
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Committee: Board Chair/Rep: Meeting Date: 
 
Civic Relations 
 

Nelson Genshaft 9/10/13 

Number of Attendees:  New Members?: 
 
 
 

  

Executive Summary: 
 
Civic Relations will meet on 9/10/13.  Agenda will include a report from the 
Parking Subcommittee that met on 8/28/13, a report on the road construction on 
the I-71 and I-70 interchange and the effect on GV and report on a request from 
Historic Preservation to look at the record of the City overruling decisions by the 
GV Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Objectives/Highlights: 

 

 Request for staff time or Volunteers? 

Shiloh will not be available for the 9/10 meeting due to her City Leadership 

class that meets the same evening. 

 Financial Resources? 

 Issues or concerns that require consideration by the Board or staff for 
possible response or action with timeline included 

 

Next Steps: 
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Report to Board on Parking Committee issues and recommendation on the 

request from Historic Preservation to review City treatment of GV 

Commission rulings. 
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Committee: Board Chair/Rep: Meeting Date: 
GVBC 
 
 

Greg Gamier 8/13/2013 

Number of Attendees:  New Members?: 
           18 
 
 

  

Executive Summary: 
Art Crawl Wrap Up 

Despite a little bit of rain, Art Crawl went off without a hitch.  It was very well 
attended and the artists were very pleased.  We netted $5500 for our efforts.  Next up is 
Village Lights which will take place on Sunday December 1st. 
  
New Business 

Representatives from South High School and Stewart Elementary joined us to let 
us know how the business community can become involved with the schools and how 
the students could become involved with the businesses.  South High needs volunteers 
once a quarter to go over report cards with individual students who may not be getting 
this attention at home.  Stewart needs help with tutors. 
  

Our next meeting will be on September 10th at 9:00am. 
  
 
 

Next Steps: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meeting Minutes – Historic Preservation Committee 
8/22/13 

 
Chair Chris Hune called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. and welcomed all the participants. 
 
Project Updates: 
 
Oral Histories – Bill Case reported that Sarah Martin has joined the committee to aid in the 
interview process.  They currently have identified 10-12 people that they would like to interview 
next and currently have 2 scheduled for September. 
 
Digitization Project – Russ Arledge  has gotten a few more volunteers to help with the process 
and is hoping to  engage some folks from the OSU Public History department to help with the 
archives.  Through the portion of the project focused on the house files, they had discovered 
that there are a number of addresses that are inaccurate due to combining of properties, 
dividing or eliminating properties.  He is proposing to do a new property survey of every address 
as the most recent survey is about 20 years old.  He will research and bring a proposal back to 
HPC at next month’s meeting for consideration to move forward.   
 
Visitors Center Story – Amanda Smoliniec gave a background on the need to identify all the 
uses and demographics of visitors that come to the Meeting Haus and use our facility as well as 
the Visitors Center.  The committee is working on messaging of the “German Village Story” and 
how we educate visitors on our history. 
 
TEA 43206 – Darci Congrove reported a very successful year with beautiful weather for the 3rd 
year in a row and that about 230 were in attendance (which is capacity). Preliminary numbers 
indicated that over $20K was made at this year’s tea which is about $5K over last year.   She 
said that this was in part to the additional sponsorships and marketing and thanked those who 
helped in a variety of ways.   
 
Signage – No report this month. 
 
APA Updates – Chris indicated that Matt Shad, our consultant is working on the logistics for the 
event which is scheduled for October, 2014.  The goal is to make this a revenue generating 
mechanism to pay for his services and continue to fund HP initiatives including  a German 
Village Historic Preservation officer. 
 
The remaining portion of the meeting was a discussion of the GVC, interpretation of the 
guidelines and the role the city is playing in regards to zoning and variances.  
 
Mary Connelly Ross provided a power point presentation which highlighted the concerns of the 
group who signed the statement of concern provided at the June, 2013 GVS board meeting.  
The presentation highlighted issues with zoning, lot coverage and green space, location, 
scale/proportion/width and garages and outbuildings and provided  examples of properties to 
clarify the concerns. She emphasized that there are more good examples than those in question 
but there are a number of properties in their opinion that do not adhere to the guidelines and 
referenced the statement “The historic context is an important part of the design of any addition; 
therefore a proposed addition should not alter the essential character of a building” which 
appears on page 92 of the guidelines.  This started the conversation on all the related topics 
and she continued to reference a variety of statements within the guidelines that they feel may 
not be interpreted by the GVC as preserving the historic character of the neighborhood. 



 There was an acknowledgement that styles change over time, and that “timeless” additions or 
alterations are hard to achieve.  She reiterated that additions and alterations must be 
distinguished from original historic structures.  She also commented  that size and scale really 
matter, with the example that small cottages are being swallowed by additions.  
 
These comments led into information provided by several and confirmed by Jay Panzer, who 
chairs the GVC that there are occasions during the application approval process  where the 
Commission has not approved certain aspects of a renovation or variance requests and the 
homeowner subsequently takes the issue to the city and it is ultimately approved despite the 
lack of recommendation by the GVC.  One example was the recent request by Max & Erma’s to 
utilize their 2nd and 3rd floors for commercial space. 
 
There was much discussion on the zoning/variance topics and Bill Curlis suggested that Civic 
Relations take this up and begin having conversations with city leaders.  Cheryl Hacker 
suggested that we engage some other neighborhoods as well in the conversation as they most 
likely are having some of the same issues.  And it was reinforced that there is power in 
numbers, so having many at the table does get attention. 
 
There was a question as to how we let know new residents know that the guidelines exist.    A 
suggestion was made to create a workshop as a continuing education credit for realtors bringing 
clients into the area for the first time to give them information on the process for renovation.   
 
Another topic that had been brought up the previous meeting was unforeseen circumstances 
during construction that need immediate attention.  Many times it impacts the building permit 
and the building department does not take historic preservation issues into account when 
resolving the problem.  This is another topic that can be discussed with the city and hopes are 
that the building department will interface with the City of Columbus HPO before coming to a 
final resolution. 
 
The petitioners have reviewed the GV Guidelines in detail, and stated that they do not believe 
that there is reason to amend the existing Guidelines.  Their concerns are whether the 
Guidelines are being followed or correctly interpreted in some circumstances.  Their concerns 
are not directed specifically to the current GVC commissioners, as they recognize that following 
the Guidelines is harder than it sounds, and there have been issues for many years. 
 
Chris also commented that having the Historic Preservation officer makes a big difference in 
addressing some of the concerns of the neighborhood.  There has been a significant hole since 
Jody left in providing a liaison for homeowners during the application process and monitoring of 
COA adherence.  Shiloh was able to report that she with the blessing of the GV board is starting 
the process of hiring an HPO on a contractual basis as we have additional funds available from 
recent fundraising activities and is researching how we will be able to sustain this position 
moving forward.   
 
The meeting was concluded by encouraging people to continue to pay attention to GVC 
agenda, which we hope at some point to be able to enhance with map thumb prints and 
perhaps in the future photos of the home, attend Commission meetings and HPC meetings 
every third Thursday at 6 p.m.  Everyone was thanked for their participation and passion for 
preservation. 
 
The meeting concluded at 7:30 p.m. 
      



German Village Society’s Long Range Planning Committee Meeting Minutes 
August 2013 

 
This meeting will be held on Thursday, September 12th - Next meeting at 6 pm at the Meeting 
Haus  
 
1. 2014 Project - How can we better engage Renters?  
- Possible project for 2014. How do we get those who don't own their own home but live in German 
Village more involved?  
- Becoming members in GVS?  
- Involved in volunteering for GVS?  
- What is the best way to contact these individuals?  
- What is the best way to market GVS to these individuals?  
- 50% of people who live in GV are renters. How can we get these individuals and families more 
involved?  
- Renting Residents?  
 
Key parties that need to engaged in the discussion  
- Landlords  
- Renters  
- Service Providers  
- Real Estate Agents  
 
Ideas to be discussed in September as next steps  
- Landlord Forum?  
- Renter Forum?  
- What is the messaging to engage these individuals from the Membership Committee?  
- What is the turnover experienced in GV?  
- Should there be a "Junior Membership" level of the GVS to help encourage participation from younger 
residents?  
 
2. Transportation Follow Ups  
- GV & COTA  
        - No update  
- Car Sharing Support  
        - Car2Go will be meeting with the city again later this month but no updates as of right now  
- Alta/Columbus Bike Share in front of Commission  
        - So far there has been lots of positive feedback on the new bike share program  
        - An idea that was brought up in our meeting was a question about whether or not the GVS should 
consider placing an add on one of the bike kiosks located in the village?  
- Uptick in local parking discussions/frustrations  
        - A new committee has been formed to help proactively solve parking disputes in the neighborhood 
before they are escalated to petition status with the city  
        - Hopefully this will ease some of the frustration over this sensitive topic as we go forward  
        - Tim Bibler will chair this new group  
         
3. Village Connections  
- The search for an Executive Director is beginning to heat up! Village Connections hope to conclude this 
search in September so they can continue working towards launching services as quickly as possible  
 
4. Southside STAY  
- Southside STAY had a great turnout for their most recent large group meeting on Thursday, August 1st  
- The new Superintendent Dr. Good was a guest speaker and delivered some exciting news in regards to 
Stewart as publicized in an official STAY communication via their Facebook page as well as other 



avenues as well:  
        - We got just about everything we asked for almost a year ago!  
        - Stewart will re-open in the fall of 2014 as a partial neighborhood/partial lottery school  
        - Stewart will expand their grade levels to K to 6  
 
- Dr. Good also answered questions on a wide variety of topics and gave the group great insight to the 
type of operation he plans to run while serving as Superintendent.  
 
- We are still hopeful that we can find room to include a pre-K level  
- We still need to hear back on the details in regards to the new school boundary as well as ratio of lottery 
seats versus neighborhood seats but we were thrilled to hear this exciting news!  
 
- The goal of Southside STAY continues to be to better ALL of the schools on the Southside that feed into 
South High School. We still have a lot of work to do!  
 
5. Barrett School  
- Discussed meeting on July 31st held by Homeport. Highlights include:  
        - Homeport just went into contract on the property 10 days prior to the meeting so they do not have a 
lot of concrete information about the specifics of the project  
        - No exact numbers for total number of units or how many properties are planning to be available for 
purchase vs. for rent  
        - Initial strategy discussed was to turn the existing school building into rental units while for purchase 
units would be new builds around the existing structure (again, this is not official)  
 
- They did confirm a few important details  
        - This project will be a market rate (for profit, not subsidized) project  
        - Goal is to design a project which fits into the current aesthetics of the neighborhood. They have 
hired two architectural firms in hopes of achieving seamless integration into the surrounding 
neighborhood  
 
- Homeport will hold additional meeting over the coming months to measure community opinion as they 
piece together more details on their end. Please stay tuned for dates once we receive them.  
 
- LRPC will not take any more specific steps at this point. We are in a holding pattern until we find out 
more details.  
 
6. Highway Construction  
- Bill was kind enough to walk us through a map of what the finished highway project should look like 
when it is finished around 2020  
- There will obviously be significant changes to the traffic patterns of GV so we want to pay close attention 
to this project as it continues to develop  
- Big questions for LRP go forward:  
        - What should the new signage be for GV?  
        - New space will be created on the north end of GV (although technically outside of our historic 
boundaries since it will be on the north side of Livingston). What should our involvement be here?  
        - How will this change the accessibility of GV to residents of Columbus as well as visitors from other 
cities?  
 
7. 3rd Street Master Plan  
- The project hasn't gone out for bids yet however it should be going out soon.  We would love to review 
the plan if possible before it is sent out so we might be able to offer any recommendations before it is too 
late.  
- No additional discussion here  
 



8. German Village Pool  
- Continued discussion on this topic although very rough at this point  
- Possible locations thrown out were the Grange Audubon and somewhere within the newly acquired 
Nationwide Children's property  
- No additional discussion here  
 
9. New Resident Welcome Packages  
- The Membership Committee actually already sends out a similar packet to new neighbors  
- One thing we considered doing was creating some type of brochure which could be added to this packet 
which talks in more detail about fun ways to explore GV and get the most out of the neighborhood.  
- Is this a good idea? What would this look like? Will discuss more in September  
 
10. Owner Occupancy Levels  
- 50% of GV homes are owner occupied while the rest of the city is up around 85%. What does this 
mean? Should this be approached as a specific project or roll into the renters discussion?  
- More discussion in September  
 
11. Local Liaisons  
Downtown SIDs - Ed Elberfeld  
- No update  
Parsons Ave Merchants - Matt Eshelbrenner and Jo Anne St. Clair  
- Matt will be meeting with Bob Leighty before the next meeting and should have additional updates then  
Greenlawn Abbey - Trevor Major  
- No update  
Grange Audubon - Ed Elberfeld  
- No update  
 
12. CORA  
- Project is on hold  
 
13. Open Discussion on New Ideas  
 
Important Upcoming Dates  
- Thursday, September 12th - Next meeting at 6 pm at the Meeting Haus  
 
Thanks,  
Matthew Eshelbrenner 
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Committee: Board Chair/Rep: Meeting Date: 
Organizational 
Development Committee 
 

Jeanne Likins, Chair August 14, 2013 
September 23, 2013 

Number of Attendees:  New Members?: 
5 
 

 N/A 

Executive Summary: 
 

•  Reviewed highlights from the one on one consultation between GVS 
(Shiloh and Jeanne) and the OANO (Ohio Association of Non Profit 
Organizations) presenter of the seminar entitled High Performance 
Boards.  Also reviewed briefly the Columbus Foundation’s program 
entitled Non Profit Forum on Building Your Evaluation Capacity, which 
Shiloh and Tim attended.  Both of these were helpful background on next 
steps for strengthening GVS governance practices. 

• Reviewed GVS Board Self Assessment Shiloh offered from OANO’s 
online resources before this was finalized and sent to GVS Board 
members, 

• Discussed the role of a board self assessment, board orientation, strategic 
planning, etc. as next steps for the committee now the board nomination 
and election is concluded. 

• Discussed how to proceed regarding those interested and willing to serve 
as GVS officers for 2013-2014.   Officer slate recommendation for October 
14, 2013 GVS Board Meeting. 

• Kathy Wightman, Bill Curlis and Jeanne Likins have been working on an 
expanded GVS Leader and Policy Manual for all GVS leaders.  Kathy has 
spent the last two years or so reviewing each month’s board meeting mins 
from January 1998-present, excerpting motions and resolutions.  Jeanne 
and Bill reviewed this for what to include in the final version and then 
Jeanne edited and formatted these items.  Bill is presently organizing all 
motions by committee and updating the contents of the 2013 GVS Leader 
Manual.   Please thank Kathy for her dedication to this major undertaking 
when you see her. 

 
 
 
 
 
/Highlights: 
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 Request for staff time or Volunteers?  No 

 Financial Resources?  No 

 Issues or concerns that require consideration by the Board or staff for 
possible response or action with timeline included 
•  Will recommend 2013-2014 officer slate at October Board Meeting 

Next Steps: 
• Prepare and present GVS Board of Trustees Orientation to the four new 

members (all Trustees are urged to attend) on Sun., Sept. 29 10:00- 11:30 

AM, Meeting Haus. 

• Prepare and implement booth for GVS Annual Meeting 

• Prepare (in consultation with Shiloh) and submit 2014 ODC budget 

request. 

• Finalize 2013-2014 GVS officers slate recommendation for the Board in 

October. 
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Parks, Public Spaces & Community Events Committee 
Minutes of the August 1, 2013 Meeting 

 
Sara McNealey called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.  
 
Members Present:  Sara McNealey, Craig Seeds, Linda Friedman, Katharine Moore, 
Jerry Glick, Ann Lilly, Connie Swain, Frank Wickham, Lindy Michael, Carol Mullinax 
 
Also present: Recreation and Parks Department Summer Intern Nolan Rutschilline 
 
The minutes of the June 2013 meeting were approved. 
 
Actors’ Theatre 
Carol Mullinax reported that Actors’ Theatre has been performing in a number of new 
venues this summer, including Easton Town Center and on Short North Stage at the 
Garden Theatre.  This is in addition to the performances at the Columbus Commons, 
where it performed for the first time last year.  She also thanked Sara McNealey for 
assuming responsibility for landscaping the cottage, which serves as the office for 
Actors’ Theatre.  The landscaping is being underwritten by a grant from the Little 
Garden Club of Columbus. 
 
Garten Club  
Jerry Glick advised the committee a group of national gardening writers recently toured 
German Village, sponsored by Experience Columbus in cooperation with the GVS.  The 
tour included five private gardens, plus two public gardens, Frank Fetch and Huntington 
Garden.  Everyone involved is optimistic that articles about the Village gardens may 
appear in the near future.  
 
The Garten Club sponsored “Blues and Begonias” a tour of five Beck Street gardens, on 
July 27.  The Club hosts a membership event each summer to attract new members. 
This year, 32 new members signed on and many current members made financial 
donations. 
 
For the first time in recent memory, the Garten Club will be sponsoring an August 
meeting. People are being asked to bring their gardening questions to the meeting and 
a group of gardening experts will be on hand to respond to those questions.  The 
meeting will be held in Frank Fetch Park Monday, August 19, at 7 pm.  Another 
upcoming event is the Heinlein reception, an annual “Thank You” event for volunteers, 
which will be held on Friday, September 6, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm, also in Frank Fetch 
Park.  
 
July’s Third Sunday Concert was very well attended. The next concert, featuring the 
Adrienne Hindmarsh Quartet, will be held in Frank Fetch Park, on August 18th at 7 pm. 
 
Also of note, a new brochure of Frank Fetch Park is in development, thanks to the 
generosity of Jason Krauss.  This is the first update since 2002.  



 
St. Mary Church and School 
Frank Wickham reported that the annual Alumni Homecoming is being held on 
September 9 and 10. At that time, there will be a welcome reception for Father Lutz, the 
church’s new priest. 
 
One of the city’s new bike rental stands has been set up in front of St. Marys, although 
the solar panels and signage were improperly installed and are on track to be 
corrected.. Carol thanked Frank for working with Garten Club President Bob Mullinax 
regarding where the Garten Club’s flower boxes should be moved to accommodate the 
new bike rack. 
 
School starts on August 14 and the annual ceremony during which first graders will 
welcome the kindergarteners to the school will be held soon after.  An ice cream social 
will be held on August 19 on grounds of school. Frank also reported that the church 
bells have been re-programmed. Sara thanked Frank for the patriotic bell ringing during 
the Fourth of July. 
 
The German Village Society 
Mike Cornelis was out of town (way out of town!) and unable to attend the meeting. 
 
The Friends of Schiller Park 
Katharine Moore presented the committee with a written report (attached), calling 
special attention to the follow-up to the Schiller Maintenance Summit. The Amphitheater 
water issue has been evaluated by several companies, each of which proposed a 
different solution.  The Department of Recreation and Parks has decided on an 
approach and will issue another RFP for that specific work.  The project will get 
underway after the Actors’ Theatre season is over. 
 
A contractor who works with the City is going to meet Lang Stone and a volunteer/FOS 
contractor at the umbrella girl fountain site to explore replacing the failing stone with 
granite. 
 
Katharine also reported that she, Connie Swain, and Ann Lilly are continuing their effort 
to have the Schiller Statue included in a long-range public art repair and maintenance 
plan developed by the city’s Planning Division staff, including recently meeting with City 
Councilmember Zach Klein.  The Planning Division has been awarded $200,000 to start 
the deferred maintenance later this year and the three are lobbying to make certain that 
repair and maintenance of the statue be included in the plan and in the budget. 
 
Arboretum Fund:  Lindy reported that she now has seven regular waterers for park trees 
and this group is working well. A new magnolia tree has been planted in the park and 
the work of this group will help ensure its survival. There was tree damage in the park 
as a result of a July storm and the city cleaned up right way. Lindy reported that 
questions have been raised about the viability of a large silver maple that is located 
south of the path near Macon Alley; she feels that the tree can be saved.  There also 



has been discussion of city’s policy regarding tree stump removal since there are a 
number of stumps in the park. The most recent discussion has revolved around the 
stump in the tree lawn on Reinhardt. Joe Sulak, the city forester, has said that the city is 
hesitant to dig up the stump and roots completely, but that it will grind the stump down 
to ground level.  
 
Highfield Garden: Ann Lilly expressed concern, also voiced by several other committee 
members, about the coordination of the tour for the garden magazine writers that Jerry 
mentioned in his report.  She was told that the Umbrella Girl and Grace's Garden would 
be on the tour and was asked to have someone there on the day of the tour to answer 
questions and discuss the garden. When she called the night before the tour to confirm 
that Paul Soehnlen, the horticulturist who maintains the garden, would be on hand to 
talk to the tour group, she was told that the tour route had been changed and the 
Umbrella Girl and Grace's Garden were no longer part of the tour.  This caused a last 
minute scramble to make written materials available to the writers, in lieu of an actual 
visit to the site. 
 
Ann also reported that the Highfield Garden now has a balance of $92,084.04 in its 
Columbus Foundation Fund. Jerry reported that Frank Fetch Park has more than 
$3,000 in its endowment fund, and Linda Friedman says Huntington Garden has over 
$100,000, but both indicated that they would get the exact amount in time for the next 
meeting. 
 
The Farm:  Connie Swain reported that The Farm now has a beehive.  Craig noted that 
he had called the City Health Department about Frank Fetch beehive and it agreed not 
spray within two blocks of the park so bees wouldn’t be harmed. The group encouraged, 
Connie to call the Department of Health to ask that it not to spray near The Farm. 
 
Huntington Garden:  Linda Friedman reported that Huntington Garden was on the tour 
of garden writers and commended Katharine for how well the welcome gardens  look 
this season. Katharine promised to relay the compliment to Paul Soehnlen. Linda  also 
thanked Carol for sending out the first article about the tour, which appeared on one of 
the writer’s blogs, and was very complimentary. 
 
Recreation and Parks Department 
Craig introduced his new intern, Nolan Rutschilline, who is working on a number of 
projects for the city.  Craig provided the committee with an overview of current and 
future recreation and park expansion plans, including expanding the Scioto Mile, 
removing the Main Street Dam, planting the additional parkland that will be created by 
the dam removal, and maintaining the new cap being built over Long Street. Overall, 
one of the goals for the downtown waterway is to be able to easily accommodate 
canoes and kayaks. 
 
Craig indicated that very few groups can build and maintain volunteer groups  like GVS 
does.  Katharine suggested the Department would benefit tremendously from creating a 



liaison staff position to support garden-related “Friends” groups to help make them more 
organized and successful. 
 
Sara asked Craig to relay messages she had planned to discuss with Joe Sulak at the 
PPSCE meeting. There is a maple in front of the cottage with limbs that hang down on 
the roof of the cottage.  She asked Craig to tell Joe that if the city could trim those, that 
would be helpful to the new landscaping. She also has a tree on the NW corner of the 
cottage that she would like to have removed. 
 
Old Business 
Ann told the group that the new Memoranda of Understanding, developed by PPSCE, 
had been approved by the GVS board, signed by all interested parties, and sent to Terri 
Leist.  She is coordinating Mr. McKnight’s signatures and will provide PPSCE with a 
copy for our files.  
 
New Business 
Sara distributed a copy of the new landscaping plan for the Schiller Park Caretaker’s 
Cottage, which was developed by Pete Poll, who is assisting with this project. 
 
Sara mentioned that Shiloh is considering changing the format of the GVS Annual 
Meeting.  Sara asked the members of the committee to begin listing their 
accomplishments and promised to follow up once the format of the committee 
presentations has been determined.  
 
Linda advised the committee that she is attending public meetings regarding the 
development of the site around the Barrett school, which is being converted into 
apartments and condos.  The plans include enhanced landscaping that may involve the 
public right of way.  She will keep the committee apprised of developments. 
 
Hearing no other business, Sara adjourned the meeting at 10:25 am. The next meeting 
of the committee is scheduled for September 5. 
 
 



Friends of Schiller Park 
 
Report to Parks, Public Spaces & Community Events 
 
August 1, 2013 
 
 
Maintenance Summit Follow Up 
The Amphitheatre water issue has been evaluated by several companies, each of which proposed a 
different solution.  Recreation and Parks has decided on an approach and will issue another RFP for that 
specific work.  Project will get underway after the Actors’ Theatre season is over. 
 
A contractor who works with the City is going to meet Lang Stone and a volunteer/FOS contractor at the 
site to explore replacing the stone around the umbrella girl with granite. 
 
Connie Swain, Ann Lilly, and I have continued to champion the Schiller statue for inclusion in a long 
range public art repair and maintenance plan developed by the Planning Division staff.  We have been 
trying for 2 years to understand what the scheduling and funding details are…and finally took our 
concerns to City Councilmember Zach Klein.  The Planning Division has been awarded $200,000 to start 
the deferred maintenance later this year and we hope that Recreation and Parks, as well as Mr. Klein 
will impress upon the staff that the statue has tremendous historic, aesthetic and monetary value and 
should be treated with care. 
 
Garden Editorial Tour 
We prepared for a tour of the Schiller and Highfield Gardens by a group of gardening writers hosted by 
Experience Columbus.  After preparing written materials and scheduling volunteers, we learned the 
night before the tour that the Umbrella Girl and Highfield Garden had been dropped from the itinerary.  
Happy to report a handful of reporters made their own way to see the iconic fountain and hosta garden. 
 
Schiller Sign Project 
After researching OHS, Columbus Historical, Columbus Metropolitan Library, and German Village Society 
archives for a photo of the dedication of the Schiller statue…City Historian Ed Lentz explained our failure 
to turn anything up…newspapers did not have the technology to print photographs in 1891!  We are 
going to try the Germania and Maennerchor collections …but with or without a photo ,we are moving 
ahead with the project! 
 
Bike Share 
With no explanation or response to inquiries, the Bike Share program and Recreation and Parks decided 
that an installation in the Schiller Recreation Center parking lot was not an option. I am very happy to 
report that Schiller Park does not have one of the kiosks.   
 
 



Trash Cans & Benches 
A Schiller Park neighbor has expressed interest in funding upgraded trash cans to replace the oil drums 
used in the park.  Mollie O’Donnell is updating the trash can map that was a part of the bench and can 
plan approved by the German Village Commission a number of years ago.  Bert Stevens  is appealing to 
the neighbor, a partner in a construction firm, to provide the cement pads as well as the funds. 
 
The Morbitzer family purchased a dedicated bench and the Schneider family added a plaque to an 
existing bench…both projects came off because Craig Seeds saw to them. 
 
Schiller Park Tour 
We have developed a walking tour/scavenger hunt of the Park and it has been added to the Society’s 
tour program. 
 
Fundraiser 
Kindred Spirits, a scotch & cigar event for gentleman in support of Friends of Schiller Park, will be hosted 
by Kelly Clark and Bill Mains on October 11. 
 
Budgeting/Financials 
I accepted the invitation to meet with Shiloh Todorov and the GVS bookkeeper in hopes of improving 
the records and reports associated with the Friends of Schiller accounts.  I think we made some progress 
in scheduling financial reports to be issued on a schedule and in a format that can be printed, but we 
have not resolved the confusion of record keeping and lack of communication related to the memorial 
gifts received in tribute to Marje Haldi, and I have no understanding of how on line contributions are 
processed, what fees are involved, or how often that account is reconciled.  We are now clear enough 
about the Blooming Fund to issue a check to the German Village Garten Club for $ 2896.25, half of the 
net receipts . My expectations for the support that should be provided to GVS committees and the 
resources allocated to the financial operations are not in sync. 
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