
 
Greg Gamier and Jeff Lowe not only own a business next to the German Village Historic District, but they 

also devote their time and energy to the German Village Society to ensure the community continues to be vibrant 
and preserved.  Through volunteering with the German Village Society, the couple is able to work toward their 
vision for the neighborhood – a place where everyone, both businesses and residents, work together to make 
German Village a premier destination for residents, entrepreneurs and visitors.   
 

Utilizing their business skills, the couple served as co-chairmen of the German Village Business Community 
(a committee of German Village Society) for two years.  As co-chairmen they planned networking cocktail parties 
for member businesses, coordinated speakers for monthly business meetings, figured out how to update the 
German Village Society’s visitor map -- which is used to bring people through the district so we may fully live our 
historic preservation and education mission -- and planned successful annual events (Art Crawl and Village Lights).  
Gamier served on the German Village Society’s Organizational Development Committee, where he helped to 
improve the Society’s leadership functions and scouted Board of Trustees candidates.  Whether it is promoting the 
preservation of the German Village Historic District on a daily basis or helping unify businesses, Gamier and Lowe 
are invaluable members and volunteers of the German Village Society. 
 

And they're the kind of volunteers who, when noting a frenzied neighbor's Facebook post needing last-
minute help for another event, immediately respond to say: I can help. Tell me what you need. 
 

Gamier’s and Lowe’s most impactful volunteering efforts are their leadership of German Village’s Art 
Crawl and Village Lights.  A fellow member of the German Village Business Community said he thought that Art 
Crawl and Village Lights were going to end during a time when German Village Society had no staff, until Gamier 
and Lowe stepped up to the plate.  People loved the events, but nobody was willing to take the lead and organize 
and manage Art Crawl or Village Lights.  Lowe’s and Gamier’s community spirit led them to take the initiative to 
revitalize both Art Crawl and Village Lights to ensure these annual events would continue for years to come.  
Events such as Art Crawl and Village Lights are able to make the German Village Historic District accessible to 
individuals who may not visit the neighborhood on a regular day.  These events allow people to be introduced to 
the history of the neighborhood through a unique lens, which leads to a curiosity to learn about why the 
neighborhood was settled, who lives here today, and why it is so well preserved.   
  

Art Crawl turns alleyway garages into art galleries, combining the historic fabric of German Village and its 
rich art tradition. Individual artists exhibit and sell their work and local musicians provide live entertainment while 
2,500 ticketholders sip wine, nosh snacks and enjoy a magical July evening.  This event requires months of 
preparation, but the effort put into creating Art Crawl, a unique event to German Village, visitors and residents are 
left with a great understanding of the German Village community.  It is through volunteerism and a neighborly 
willingness to give up their garage for a weekend that Art Crawl is able to come to fruition thanks to the guidance 
of Lowe and Gamier.  Columbus urbanites relish the opportunity to experience the historic district’s brick streets in 
this unique fashion.   
 

Once the couple has finished planning Art Crawl, they almost immediately begin coordinating Village 
Lights.  Village Lights invites visitors from across Central Ohio to kick off the holiday on the historic streets of 
German Village and discover a world of lights and holiday magic! Our 10,000 guests follow luminaries from shops 
to businesses and restaurants open late with holiday treats, discounts and special offers. Festive surprises are at 
every corner including carolers, live holiday music and a horse-drawn carriage.  Village Lights is a creative way to 
highlight local businesses in German Village to a larger audience and spread holiday cheer. Gamier and Lowe 
coordinate the delivery of luminary supplies and ensure businesses are open during the appropriate hours.  Part of 
German Village’s historic charm is the commercial businesses interspersed among the residential areas.  Village 
Lights is a unique way to highlight this historic landscape, because visitors are able to meander down the streets lit 



with luminaries enjoying holiday decorations on private homes while moseying towards their next holiday 
shopping spot.      

Whether it is Jeff working on a committee to refresh and improve the German Village Society’s tour 
offerings or both Greg and Jeff volunteering to assist with the German Village Haus und Garten Tour, the couple is 
always making an extra effort to improve the community.  Through a shared sense of pride for the community, 
Greg Gamier and Jeff Lowe have worked for years to continue making the German Village Historic District a 
premier destination in not only Ohio, but the Midwest.  Their passion is not only the for physical preservation of 
the neighborhood, but to continue a spirit of the neighborhood – in German Village, neighbors not only know each 
other’s names, but also the names of their pet dogs.  Lowe’s and Gamier’s efforts ensure communication between 
businesses and homeowners and allow the German Village Society to annual host large-scale events for the public.  
These events align directly with the German Village Society’s nonprofit mission to engage both residents and 
visitors to appreciate the architectural history and learn about Columbus’s past.   

To say Gamier and Lowe are outstanding volunteers who are integral to the German Village Society’s is an 
understatement.  All of their hard work and dedication is done with a positive attitude and a willingness to go the 
extra mile.  These men go above and beyond what is asked of them and assist in making the neighborhood a 
wonderful place to live and work.   

 

 


