
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept. 13, 2017 

 

Kevin Wheeler 

City of Columbus – Public Service 

50 W. Gay St. 

Columbus, OH 43215 

 

Dear Mr. Wheeler, 

 

I’m writing in response to notification our staff received from City Historic 

Preservation Officer Randy Black that he intends to move the German Village 

Commission meetings downtown and out of our Meeting Haus at 588 S. Third St. I 

understand that the timing will be dependent on the opening of the new City building 

at Front and Long streets. 

 

The Board of Trustees of German Village Society object most strenuously to your 

plan. We ask that the German Village Commission meetings remain in the 

neighborhood they serve, where they have been for over five decades and where they 

belong. 

 

There are several reasons the GVS meetings belong in German Village. One is that 

our neighbors regularly participate in monthly commission meetings, understanding 

that a prime purpose of public meetings is to allow public commentary on government 

decisions. As a complement to deliberative political structures such as the 

Commission process, public meetings have a role to play by offering a venue in which 

residents can achieve their goals, thereby enhancing governmental accountability and 

responsiveness. Distancing the government from the governed serves to 

disenfranchise those who reside in the areas affected by their government’s decisions. 

Simply put, more people participate when the meetings are held in their 

neighborhood. 

 

Another reason is equity. While some city commissions do meet at 50 W. Gay, they 

don’t all meet there. The Columbus Southside Commission meets at the Parsons 

Library, the Near East Area Commission meets on Main Street, the University Area 

Review board meets near the University, the Clintonville Area Commission meets at 

Whetstone and, North Linden Area Commission meets on Dresden Avenue. The 

German Village Society Meeting Haus is at the heart of this neighborhood, and it is 

the place these vital community conversations belong. 

 

Though we are aware that a new parking garage has been built adjacent to the new 

government center, we understand that it is already oversubscribed and that little or no 

parking will be available for applicants and those wishing to observe the proceedings. 

This creates a further impediment to public participation. Parking around the Meeting 

Haus is plentiful and free. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Heidi Drake, Board President 

 

Cc: Mayor Andrew Ginther, Council President Zack Klein, Councilmember Michael 

Stinziano, GV Commission Chair Jay Panzer 

 


