GERMAN VILLAGE SOCIETY
Columbus, Ohio
May 13, 2013
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Pursuant to notice, the Board of the German Village Society (the “Society”) met in the
Scheurer Room. Darci Congrove served as Acting President and called the meeting to
order at 6:05 p.m. In attendance were Darci Congrove, Bill Curlis, Nick Cavalaris, Tim
Bibler, Sarah Irvin Clark, Chris Hune, Beth Ervin, Mike Yarbrough, and Jeff McNealey, who
served as Acting Secretary. Also in attendance were Shiloh Todorov, Russ Arledge, and
COTA's Marty Stutz and This Week news reporter Gary Seman.
Marty Stutz of COTA presented an update on COTA’s plans for improving services and
linkages between the various neighborhoods, employment centers, and downtown
Columbus. COTA wants to build a stronger appreciation and understanding of COTA route
structures and improvements in service since the 2006 County-wide levies were passed.
Noting that 95% of the funding comes from county residents supporting the 5% of the
county population ridership over 68 routes, COTA is dedicated to providing upgraded
services to those who might not have other means of transportation. Additionally, to reduce
the COTA burden on traffic, COTA is adjusting route structures to improve smoother flow,
including reducing redundant stops. Noting that in other communities, school students rely
on public transportation rather than school buses, it was the hope that COTA could fulfill
some of this service in the areas near city schools. When asked about COTA’s position on
the rumored streetcar system, Mr. Stutz indicated that COTA had no official opinion yet. The
Board appreciated the COTA presentation.
Darci next called for approval of the April minutes. Upon motion of Bill Curlis, seconded by
Beth Ervin, those minutes were unanimously approved. The Board next turned to the
Director’s Report.
In addition to the submitted information, Shiloh Todorov gave a brief update on Haus und
Garten Tour activities, the increased focus on the visitor center by more intensively
presenting the history of the Village since 1950, recognizing that the past 60 years have
evidenced great change in the Village. The visitor center group is also looking at improved
use of the whole building beyond visitor center optimization. To facilitate better service
to our visitors, Katharine Moore and P. Susan Sharrock have developed a new manual for
the visitor center volunteers. Hopefully, this will make it easier for the volunteers and a more
meaningful visit to German Village by our many visitors.
Russ Arledge and Nick Cavalaris indicated they had no additional comments other than in
the submitted information. Bill Curlis asked about the fundraising levels for the Huntington
Garden endowment. There was a brief discussion; but the matter was referred to the
Finance and Development Committees. Upon motion of Chris Hune, seconded by Bill
Curlis, the financial report for April was unanimously approved.
Darci Congrove next gave a detailed update of Haus und Garten Tour activities. Noting a
tremendous increase in broad community sponsorship support, and a wider Columbus
business support in particular, sponsorships have increased dramatically. Giant Eagle has
agreed to sell tour tickets through its 32 Central Ohio outlets and provide water for the water
stations sprinkled around the Village on Tour day. They also will be providing food for the

platz cocktail party Saturday evening. Katzinger’s has volunteered to provide food for the
volunteer appreciation party on Sunday evening. It was noted that the fundraising success
this year was, in no small part, due to the fine efforts of Tanya Rutner in support of the
efforts of Shiloh Todorov and others.
Shiloh Todorov next led a discussion on technology upgrades. It is anticipated that there will
be a questionnaire going out to the membership and other interested parties asking what
additional information can be or should be delivered to the general public. The goal is to
keep everyone abreast of the positive developments for the Society and the Village, as well
as to correct any false information which may be circulating about various issues. More on
this topic at the June meeting.
The Civic Relations Committee reported on the current Third Street developments. The
UIRF grant is now starting to fund additional work by Brian Kinzelman and other
contractors, leading toward a Third Street improvement plan which will be fully integrated
with the I-70 reconstruction effort and downtown traffic plans. The goal is to create an
upgraded and pleasing link to downtown, thereby counteracting the negative effects on the
neighborhood created by construction of “the trench” in the 1960s. German Village is most
active in this planning process thanks to the efforts of the Civic Relations Committee.
Darci Congrove and Shiloh Todorov next led a discussion of Development Committee
efforts, augmented by the comments of Mike Yarbrough. It was noted that the Committee’s
effort has shifted from planning to implementation of fundraising activities, again an effort
made far more successful through the guidance and hard work of Tanya Rutner. More
people throughout the general Columbus community are recognizing the value of German
Village as a part of tourism, an example for sound growth in other historic districts, and a
vital place for area residents to celebrate and relax in our numerous business, cultural and
restaurant venues.
Turning once again to the Finance Committee report, Nick Cavalaris led a discussion on
addressing deferred maintenance occasioned by rotting wood in various external areas of
the Meeting Haus. After some discussion, the Board unanimously approved expenditures of
up to $5,000 from the Warner Maintenance Fund, based on bids to be received, to be used
to cover the expenses of correcting various damaged wood around windows, doors and
soffits. It was noted that a certificate of appropriateness was already in hand for this work.
Moved by Bill Curlis, seconded by Beth Ervin, the motion passed unanimously.
The German Village Business Community report was received as submitted without
comment.
Chris Hune reported on the activities of the Historic Preservation Committee. She noted that
2013 marks the 50th anniversary of the formation of the Commission, which has been a
strong element in successful restoration efforts within the Village. The upcoming Caretakers
of the Legacy program is geared toward highlighting this celebrated anniversary as well as
applauding the works of individuals within the Village to meet the restoration goals of the
Village.
Shiloh Todorov led a discussion of the Long Range Planning Committee’s efforts. She

reflected on the efforts of Southside STAY, noting that they are looking to form a separate
501(c)(3) organization to garner support from a community wider than just German Village
and to raise funds to sustain their effort. Also discussed was support for the “car share”
program. The Long Range Planning Committee has welcomed the car share concept (a
“car to go”) in the German Village area. Upon motion of Darci Congrove, seconded by Mark
Yarbrough, the Board unanimously supported the letter of recommendation issued by the
Long Range Planning Committee in support of car shares.
It was noted in the course of the discussion that car shares is not anticipated to have a
negative impact on parking anywhere in the Village. Also discussed was the recent
agreement by Columbus Housing Partnership to purchase Barrett Junior High School.
Members of the Long Range Planning Committee are active in that project.
There ensued a brief discussion of the Membership Report, where it was noted that
memberships are growing at a steady rate due to the positive activities of the Committee.
Although the report of the Parks and Public Spaces Committee was accepted, there was a
discussion on the nature of the memoranda of agreement to be signed by the German
Village Society and the City of Columbus. These MOAs relate to various shared
maintenance relationships between German Village Society committees and, primarily,
Columbus Recreation and Parks. The MOAs are to be presented to the Board at the June
meeting for review and approval, noting that these are basically renewal MOAs continuing a
long tradition of cooperation with the City.
Chris Hune and Shiloh Todorov next led a discussion on the American Plan Association
conference planned for the autumn of 2014. Randy Black is actively supporting the
conference. The group is targeting a two-day workshop during the work week. The tentative
venue is the Great Southern Hotel, keeping in line with our historic mission. There ensued a
general discussion of the scope of work by the consultant authorized in the April meeting.
Due to the length of the planning horizon, Chris Hune indicated that the total budget for the
consultant would be in the range of $15,000, with funds to be allocated in both the 2013 and
2014 budgets. Upon motion of Chris Hune, seconded by Bill Curlis, the Board unanimously
authorized entering into a contract with the selected consultant for an amount not to exceed
$14,550, as outlined in the Executive Director’s Report to the Board of May 13, 2013. The
Finance Committee will review and report on the appropriate accounting for this multi-year
expenditure.
The meeting wrapped up with a general discussion of improved communications to Village
residents, businesses, and the wider Columbus community. The Village is currently
enjoying great successes in coordinated planning, an increase in business activities and
real estate values, and recognition throughout the general community of the value of
German Village. These successes need to be shared. The various committees involved will
be urged to keep this in mind as they go forward with their work.
There being no other business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at
7:40 p.m.
APPROVED BY THE BOARD:
J. Jeffrey McNealey, Acting Secretary

German Village Society Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes
April 8, 2013
Present: Bill Case, Nick Cavalaris, Sara Irvin Clark, Darci Congrove, Bill Curlis, Beth Ervin,
Chris Hune, Jeanne Likins, Jeff McNealy, Brian Santin, Mike Yarbrough. Absent: Mike
Cornelis.
Also present: Russ Arledge (German Village Society staff), Greg Gamier (German Village
Business Committee), Tanya Rudner (Growing Green Productions consultant), Gary
Seaman (newspaper), and Shiloh Todorov (German Village Society staff).

Public Participation

Columbus Education Initiative
President Bill Case introduced Shannon Hardin, from the Mayor’s Office of Community
Affairs. Mr. Hardin provided an update about Mayor Coleman’s Education Initiative,
including distributing cards to submit ideas to the Columbus Education Commission. These
should be mailed by April 25 to be included in the final summary of community in-put and
are available at the German Village Society’s Meeting Haus.
Mr. Hardin noted that last year in late October/early November Columbus School Board
Superintendent Gene Harris asked the mayor to get involved with the schools. She also
tendered her resignation effective at the end of this school year.

Anything is possible to be recommended for changes except a mayoral take-over of the
schools, which is where the Mayor draws the line for what is acceptable, Mr. Hardin noted.
He urged everyone to participate and submit their ideas for improving Columbus’ schools.
Presently, there are a series of community meetings under way to gather input. On April
10, the Commission meets for the first time. It will work this month to refine its
recommendations, presenting these to the Mayor on May 7.

In response to questions, Mr. Hardin replied that the Columbus Education Commission will
in fact focus on the historical pattern of flight by young parents from downtown areas,
including the Village communities. This group is working very closely with the Southside
STAY group, which Mr. Hardin noted is quite committed and has been a big help already.
President Case noted that the German Village Society spawned the Southside STAY group.
It came from the Society’s Long Range Planning Committee, which is chaired by Matt
Eshelbrenner.

German Village Society Fund Raising Update
Tanya Rutner, the Society’s fund raising consultant from Raising Green Productions, gave a
brief update about the current $100,000 fundraising effort:
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•

•

•

•

•
•

•

In terms of commitments, not including the eight ad contracts that have come in the
last few days, the German Village Society has raised $15,900 in cash donations (over
half way to the $30,000 which raised last year for Haus and Garten Tour weekend).
Tanya noted that this outcome is NOT indicative of the much larger solicitation
effort under way.
Next Tanya outlined the details of what has been done with the contact list to lay the
foundation for personal outreach. Each contact identified by members of the
Society’s Board of Trustees and Development Committee was sent a letter from
President Bill Case, a handwritten note mentioning who referred them, the belief
statement for the campaign, a response form, and one of the four-page spreads on
Haus and Garten Tour sponsorship opportunities, on the Society’s signature events
and related sponsorship opportunities, and a third handout all about available ads,
and then Tanya flagged which opportunities the German Village Society thinks each
prospect might be interested in from amongst all the choices available.
Tanya urged everyone to continue to have the conversations with their contacts
because they are working! She pointed out that Trustee Mike Yarbrough really
helped with making a strong connection with Ohio Health. That facilitated a face-toface meeting to discuss how to create a more meaningful partnership for Ohio
Health with the German Village Society instead of just doing what they may have
done before.
Sarah Irvin Clark connected the Society with Schmidt’s who committed to a $5,000
package today (not counting the in-kind T-shirts they will provide for volunteers)!
Tanya emphasized that there is no substitute for a face-to-face conversation. Those
introductions, though, need everyone’s help in supplying contacts and sharing their
enthusiasm and commitment to German Village and to the German Village Society.
Director Shiloh Todorov expressed appreciation to German Village businesses,
which have rocked the Party on the Platz. For instance, recently Curio committed to
doing all the liquor, mixology, glassware, napkins, etc. for the PreTour Cocktail
Party. This saves the Society important dollars right from the bottom line of the
budget. Curio joins Pistacia Vera, Kittie's Cakes, G. Michael's and Barcelona in
providing all of the food for the Party on the Platz.
Finally, Tanya noted that she hopes people see that the situation is not as dim or as
daunting as maybe some felt a few months ago. What is being done is working!
President Bill Case has made some calls and Tanya asked him to share about his
experience. Bill reported that he feels he was more effective when talking with
those who have some business connection in German Village. The one thing that is
kind of difficult, Bill noted, is trying to give enough specific information while
leaving the door open for Tanya and Shiloh to have the broader conversation later
with the potential sponsor or donor.
Shiloh shared how much she enjoys working with Tanya and how much she is
learning. Shiloh noted that Tanya is working very diligently, it is working, and we
are learning about processes and techniques we will be able to apply over time to
continue to secure funding for our mission and to enable the German Village Society
to be sustainable beyond just keeping the lights on.

Secretary’s Report
MOTION
To approve the March 11, 2013 German Village Society Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes.
The motion was made, seconded and approved unanimously.

Staff Reports
Director Shiloh Todorov a written report. When asked about the recent APA (American
Planning Association) brainstorming meeting the German Village Society recently
convened, Shiloh reported that the small group working on this met with eight professional
planners and had a wonderfully productive discussion which was hard to curtail after
ninety minutes.
More specifically, a lengthy list of possible topics were reviewed to better understand what
would be of the greatest interest to the potential audience of planners, architects, historic
preservation professionals, attorneys, realtors students, and others.

This group was also helpful in thinking through the logistical details about putting together
a two-day program for continuing education credit for planners and others. This group
believes that the program could attract 150-200 people instead of the 50-75 attendees as
originally conceptualized. Shiloh pointed out though that we are now at the stage where
we need to hire someone to help make this a reality for March 2014.

This group was very excited about the proposed program. Many of them are interested in
continuing to work with us and, they believe we could generate funding to help support the
German Village Society in addition to raising the profile of German Village and Columbus
and its many urban historic neighborhoods.
Assistant for Visitorism, Elise Wyant, submitted a written report.

President Bill Case recognized that Russ Arledge, Program and Operations manager , has
been back to work full-time for a bit over a week now and welcomed him back.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Nick Cavalaris submitted three written reports including the April 2013
Financial Highlights, the Variance by Month, and the Balance Sheet.

There was discussion about the timing of the financial reports, specifically about when
items are posted to the accounts and when the reports are run. Trustee Darci Congrove
pointed out that the reason the board changed its meeting date to the second Monday each
month a few years ago was to enable the Board of Trustees to have much more complete
financial reports when it met.
As a result, Director Shiloh Todorov will change the deadline for the bookkeeper so the
financial reports reflect all the postings for the prior month when the reports are run for

the Board of Trustees meetings. This will make it much easier to compare month to month
as well.
MOTION
To support the Director to spend up to $9,000 to hire a contractor or consultant to create
an American Planning Association workshop in 2014. From the 2013 approved budget,
the dollars would be moved as follows: $2,000 designated for board training and
volunteer training this year; use For the Good of the Neighborhood Fund in the amount of
$5,440, and the remaining $1,560 would come from the Fund for Historic Preservation.
The motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved. Director Shiloh Todorov
pointed out that there will be a contract for this consultant, which will be similar to
contracts for our other consultants and contractors which ties payments directly to very
specific, delivered outcomes.

Trustee Darci Congrove suggests the creation of a separate monthly financial report,
provided by the Treasurer. This will enable everyone to see the funds coming in and the
expenses being paid in a manner that is easily and clearly tracked.
Committee Reports:
Executive Committee
---Trustee Resignation and Appointment
President Bill Case noted that Trustee Stefanie Martt has given her resignation from the
Board of Trustees. He expressed how much Stefanie is appreciated and will be missed.

Trustee Jeanne Likins, Chair of the Organizational Development Committee, added that
Stefanie has made important contributions to the German Village Society in the 10 years or
so she and spouse, Judd Martt, have lived in German Village. This includes co-chairing
PreTour, serving as a House Captain for the Haus and Garten Tour, and helping with many
events, including the Sock Hop and Oktoberfest.

Most recently, Stefanie has been leading the Society’s Membership Committee, which she
will continue to do until a replacement has been identified. Jeanne pointed out that Stef has
grown the membership of this committee and worked with Director Shiloh Todorov to
freshen the membership materials, both important accomplishments.
In her resignation letter, Stefanie shared that she desires to spend more time with her five
grandsons and to devote time to caring for the sick as a volunteer since she worked as a
nurse until she retired about 15 months ago.
MOTION:
To accept with regret the resignation of Stefanie Martt as a member of the German Village
Society Board of Trustees and to thank Stefanie for her service for the last six months as a
board member, and to acknowledge with appreciation all that Stefanie has done on behalf
of the German Village Society over the last number of years, including currently chairing
the Society’s Membership Committee.

The motion was made, duly seconded and approved unanimously by the German Village
Society’s Board of Trustees.

Jeanne then reported that Tim Bibler has been asked to fulfill the remainder of Stefanie’s
term. Tim has agreed, pending the approval of the Society’s Board of Trustees.
MOTION:
To nominate Tim Bibler to be a German Village Society Trustee for the unexpired term
ending September 2015.

President Bill Case noted that the German Village Society’s Bylaws suggest that when there
is an opening on the Board of Trustees that the Board considers appointing the person with
the next highest number of votes from the last election. With that in mind, Bill approached
Tim and he has agreed to serve.
Trustee Bill Curlis moved to close the nominations and for the Board of Trustees to cast a
unanimous ballot to appoint Tim Bibler. Tim was elected and will commence his service
now. President Case noted that Tim would have attended tonight’s meeting but he had a
prior commitment out of town.

President Bill Case
---Process, Access to German Village Society Contractors and Consultants
President Bill Case reminded everyone that requests for information or assistance from
German Village Society staff needs to go through Shiloh and not directly to the consultants
or contractors. When this doesn’t happen, it costs the Society more money Director Shiloh
Todorov pointed out. These individuals have contracted for specific activities within a
defined amount and period of time and for a set amount of money. When the contractors
or consultants spend more time it either costs the Society more money or high priority
tasks are not able to be completed as the Board of Trustees has directed.

As the Society’s Director Shiloh is in the best position to know what kind of time has been
allocated for various positions and projects and, to keep the focus on the top priorities. She
recognizes that this was not the case when there was little staff in the recent past. Now
though that Shiloh is in place, things need to go through her. Everyone’s cooperation is
appreciated.
---2013 Haus and Garden Tour/Pre Tour Update
Trustee Darci Congrove, the board liaison to the 2013 Haus and Garden Tour and PreTour,
updated those present on the progress of this signature event which showcases the
Society’s mission to thousands of individuals. This event-filled weekend also provides
approximately half of the Society’s annual operating budget. Darci submitted a written
report.
There will be 13 stops plus the Maennerchor, which is being renovated and will be
showcased as a landmark property. Darci pointed out that the stops are nicely spaced

throughout the Village, there is one on all four sides of Schiller Park, one not far from Fetch
Park, and there are various sizes and kinds of homes and gardens selected, etc.
Darci noted that co-chair Kristyn Hartman has been lovely to work with. Kristen has
accomplished her goal to showcase the variety of homes and homeowners in German
Village. There is a good mix of both homes and homeowners.

In addition, Kristyn and her spouse, Chris, have invited all homeowners and dinner hosts to
their home for a cocktail party, which they are generously hosting. Darci expressed
appreciation to the Hartman’s for this special addition to the calendar this spring.

There are 22 private home dinners with a capacity of 390 people. There are another 250
seats for the Party on the Platz. Darci pointed out there are lots of folks who haven’t
participated before and this is another great result of the work of this year’s committee.
Darci noted that one of the new offerings this year for Autobahn tickets needs a bit of
clarification. Five percent of the tickets will be for these “fast pass” like tickets called
Autobahn. This is an additional way to raise funds for the German Village Society’s
mission-centric activities. There will be a separate line for these ticket holders and,
everything will be well marked with signs.
Darci asks board members to do the following:
• Sponsor the Party on the Platz or something else
• Solicit sponsors and advertisers (lists can be provided)
• Solicit volunteers, organize your friends
• Sign up for at least one shift on Sunday
• Stay to help with the Volunteer Appreciation Party clean-up

Director Shiloh Todorov also urged board members to help get the word out about event
sponsorships such as the Autobahn, to help solicit volunteers, and to urge everyone to
clean up their properties so German Village shines especially bright that week-end.
---Technology
Trustee Brian Santin did not submit a written report from the Technology Committee
---Civic Relations
Nelson Genshaft, Chair of the Civic Relations Committee submitted a written report.

Development Committee
Dennis Brandon, Chair of the Development Committee, submitted a written report.
Finance
Trustee and Treasurer Nick Cavalaris did not have a report.

---Maintenance
There was no report from Roy Bieber, Chair of the Maintenance Committee. Trustee Bill
Curlis noted the committee has done a wonderful job with the recent building renovations.
He is concerned though that the committee didn’t talk with the board about some things he
thinks are important.

Bill noted that he is upset that a capital campaign gift (a mural in the restrooms) was
painted over during the recent renovations. His second concern was with the handling of
The Sixth Generation books. A donor supplied the funds for someone to research, write
and publish this book so the proceeds would benefit the German Village Society.
Director Shiloh Todorov clarified that there are still copies available (two boxes books at
the Meeting Haus) and the remainder are with a rare book seller.

German Village Business Committee
Greg Gamier, Chair of the German Village Business Committee, submitted a written report.
Historic Preservation
Trustee Chris Hune and Chair of the Historic Preservation Committee submitted a written
report.
Chris pointed out that May 16 is the Society’s annual Caretakers of a Legacy, a German
Village Commission and Society signature event. There will be a celebration recognizing
German Village Commission’s 50th anniversary this year.

Chris noted that Jamie Weilbacher is coordinating the new Lernplatz during Tour Day.
There will be 10 booths showcasing various vendors who provide services related to home
renovation and home care. This will be near the Marketplatz close to the Meeting Haus this
year.
---Streetscape
Trustee Tim Bibler, Chair of the Streetscape Committee, submitted a written report.

Long Range Planning
Matt Eshelbrenner, Chair of the Long Range Planning Committee submitted a written
report.
Marketing Committee
There was no report from Beth Ervin, Chair of the Marketing Committee.

Membership
Stef Martt, Chair of the Membership Committee, submitted a written report.

Organizational Development Committee
Trustee Jeanne Likins, Chair of the Organizational Development Committee, submitted a
written report.

There’s a new date for the next meeting: Tuesday, April 23 (not April 9) at 6:30 PM at the
German Village Society’s Meeting Haus.

Jeanne pointed out that the committee created a new information form for those interested
in being considered as a potential nominee for the Society’s Board of Trustees.

It describes the Society’s scope of activities, references key expectations for board
members, and asks people to answer four questions as part of the nomination process.

The committee as a whole developed this and then asked about a dozen other people for
their feedback before it was finalized and shared in last week’s N4N.

Parks, Public Spaces and Community Events
Sara McNealey, Chair of the Parks, Public Spaces and Community Events Committee did not
submit a written report as this group did not meet last month.
Old Business
President Bill Case clarified that the 2012 financial audit would be recommended to the
board. The board needs to officially authorize the hiring of the auditor. The last Finance
Committee meeting minutes did not specifically recommend a different kind of audit for
2012.

Trustee Darci Congrove, a member of the Finance Committee, pointed out that there was a
full discussion about this issue during the last Finance Committee meeting. It was her
understanding that that was what the board supported and that the work on the 2012 is
already under way.

MOTION
To move to hire Hirth Norris and Garrison to prepare a 990 and an agreed upon procedures
audit as drafted by the Finance Committee.
This motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved.

Visitor Center Update & Concept Approval
Director Shiloh Todorov updated the board on the progress to date with the plans for the
German Village Society’s Meeting Haus Visitor Center. A draft was presented to the board
last fall.

Shiloh noted that some general guidelines were given to the vendor, which included ways
to make the space and the information more experiential, to honor what’s there in terms of
the historical research already done, and to employ a three-room concept (Visitor Center,
police closet, and Scherer Room) for these important educational activities.

Shiloh conducted individual interviews with most of the Visitor Center volunteers to secure
their input at the beginning of the project. Shiloh met recently with Visitor Center

volunteers in a group setting to update them about this process. Things are in the very
infant stages of conceptualization Shiloh reminds everyone.

Also, recently, Shiloh convened a working group for a meeting with two people from the
Historic Preservation Committee, two from the Maintenance Committee, two Visitor Center
volunteers, Beth Ervin as a board member and tourism expert, and Sarah Benson from the
Development Committee who has been a strong advocate for this effort.
All committee members will do personal field trips to see what other museum and nonprofit organizations who host visitors do, to see what works, etc., and to bring these
concepts back for discussion.

The goal is to have a presentation ready for the larger German Village community by Aug.
15. That way fund raising for this special effort can begin once Haus and Garten weekend is
behind us.
George Schmidt
Trustee Beth Ervin noted the passing today of an influential German Village figure, George
Schmidt, noting that he made a lot of contributions to our community. Trustee Bill Curlis
pointed out that George was very influential, especially with the Oktoberfest when Fred
Holdridge asked the Schmidt’s family to give this fundraising event to the Society, which
they did for some many years.

Action Item List from the January 12, 2013 Board Retreat
Director Shiloh Todorov provided the 14-page summary of 2013 action items that were
generated at the German Village Society’s Board of Trustees Retreat. Most of these have
been completed or are under way.

Shiloh pointed out that there are three important items that she’s ready to proceed with
unless there are any concerns. It was agreed that if there are any reservations, these
should be shared by email with the entire board. Otherwise Shiloh will move forward in a
few days as planned.

New Business
There was none.

Adjournment
MOTION
To adjourn the German Village Society Board of Trustees meeting.

The motion made, seconded and approved unanimously at 7:48 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeanne M. Likins, Secretary
4.8.13

Bill Case

Bill Case

May 2013 Director’s Report to the GVS Board of Trustees
This has been perhaps the most demanding and most rewarding month of work since I began this job.
Fundraising is a full-time job and I already had a full-time job.
But, wow, is it rewarding! We have received so much support and been received by open minds who
really "get it" when we have a chance to explain who we are and why we're raising money. It has been
so much fun to go out with others who feel passionately about the Village (or go after their introduction)
to sit with companies and businesses and regular folks who are considering partnership with GVS. It
doesn't mean we haven't had a few nos, a few smaller-than-expected investments, and a few "please
ask me next year earlier" responses – but to a person, the contacts have been enthusiastic about the
Village and have understood why they would benefit from helping to support our work in preservation.
See the complete list as of Wednesday below.*
I would be lost at all of this without Tanya Rutner, who has created a blockbuster package of
opportunities, who has taught and hand-held and attended way too many meetings, and who really and
truly believe it herself as a resident of the neighborhood.
And I have grown my own network to support the Village's interests through all of the Board and
Development Committees connections and outreach and belief that we're valuable beyond our own
borders. Thanks to each of you.
Another way that I've spent the month networking is around the project we've created to have a twoday American Planning Association workshop here in 2014. We've started talking to neighborhoods and
other review commissions, as well as affinity groups around Columbus. Our core volunteer steering
committee made up of Jeanne Likins, Chris Hune, Betsy Pandora and Nancy Recchie is helping to focus
the event. We have interviewed two excellent candidates to carry the load on this project and I hope to
have some concrete things to announce by the time of the Board meeting.
We have been contacted by Principal Luna Alshairia at St. Mary about becoming the venue for the
school's summer camp program. St. Mary will be doing some remodeling work over the summer and
can't have regular access to their playground and classrooms. Mrs. Alshairia would like to partner with
GVS to have St. Mary's regular group of about 40 children ages 3-8th grade, plus for the first time open
the camps to the neighborhood. GVS will receive 25% of proceeds from the camp income as rent. I think
this is an excellent way for us to support or neighbor and friend, and to see a small financial upside for
the use of our building.
Tour and PreTour are coming together beautifully, and I thank Darci Congrove for helping me to actually
learn the ropes this year after mostly watching last year. A special thanks to Jennifer Heitmeyer, who in
just four days turned our PreTour hosts' menu notes into a full-blown experiential offering fit for mailing
to 850 households, and to Carolyn McCall for playing copyeditor on an even shorter time frame.

One of our Tour hosts, Emmy Mitchell, has stepped forward to volunteer her services as a graphic
designer. Together with the marketing support being offered by John Pribble, we have some exceptional
talent supporting the Village's efforts in ways that fit their schedules, personalities and skills.
I am so pleased to report that GVS membership receipts are now at $59,000 on an annual expected
budget of $73,000 and GVBC is at $8,000 on an expected $8,500. Membership Committee members
have been involved in calling lapsed members, plus we have a new membership brochure to help entice
folks to join us. On the downside of our ledger, utilities are running higher than budgeted.
For two reasons I’ll outline further below, the Visitors Center project is not on a fall roll-out schedule as
we have discussed, but on a longer 18-month to two-year trajectory. And the reasons for slowing down
will make this project hugely significant in a way we might not have been able to predict when we
started down this path.
What’s our story?
The Historic Preservation Committee had an excellent, wide-ranging discussion and debate two weeks
ago about the GVS story, and exactly what it is we want to portray about ourselves to members, visitors,
students and researchers. What is it that ONLY GVS can tell about our footprint’s history? We have
relied very heavily on the German immigrant experience, which is a moving and memorable story of
which we own a piece. But the Columbus Historical Society can tell that story better than we can – and it
isn’t what makes our 233 acres unique. What makes us unique are the actions of hundreds of regular
citizens in the years since 1950.
And to be frank, we aren’t entirely well-versed in that story of preservation. We know to a great degree
of detail only several paragraphs. The rest we tell as legends or as our own experiences of what it was
like. But we’ve never viewed this period of preservation and citizen involvement as history – frankly,
because we’ve been so very close to it and because so many of the people involved are still on our
committees and leading the charge today.
What came out of the HPC meeting is the need to start to REALLY understand the story of GVS, GVC and
two generations (so far) of neighbors deciding to make this neighborhood what it is. The great thing is,
we’ve already dedicated ourselves as an organization to digitizing the archives. We bought the software
a year ago this month with funds from Tea 43206. We already have an expert in cataloging an archive on
staff in Russ Arledge. So starting Monday, he is going to spend the bulk of his time helping us catalog,
digitize and index our vast holdings that tell our story.
Once we have our arms around the elements, we’ll need to engage a historian to help us connect those
dots and reveal the storylines based on absorbing the archival material and doing brand new (in many
cases), original research on who we are and how we got here. I think this might be an absolutely brilliant
thesis for a doctoral student in public history – or we might find an interested and qualified volunteer, or
we might have to hire help. But we’re probably a year from that point.

First we need to know what we own and how to find it. And Russ is going to create the protocols,
consult the experts (we have a VERY interested friend at OSU’s public history dept. ready to look over
our shoulders), train the volunteers/interns and deploy the troops to keep us on this 18-month to twoyear trajectory.
What should our building do for us in modern times?
The Meeting Haus was purchased by the Society in the ‘90s for ability to house a number of functions
pertinent to the organization at that time. What is pertinent now?
While the history is being collected, this committee is working on a survey of building users. Who are
they? What do they need from the building? What is already working beautifully, and what needs
attention? If money were no object, what would they like us to have to have the building serve them
best.
What we realized at our last Visitors Center Ad Hoc Committee meeting is that remodeling the VC, the
Scheurer Room and the police closet are all needed improvements – but if we’re going to go to that
work, isn’t this the perfect opportunity to think globally about building use and make sure that we are
creating the spaces EVERYONE needs, and not just the spaces visitors need. Again – a completely worthy
reason to slow this project down and get this right at this juncture.
So the next step is to create the surveys in a way that we can semi-scientifically track. We’ll then poll the
building users – and in doing so, start to create buy-in for our project. This might take some piece of the
summer, but then we’ll have the data we need to start making architectural drawings.
Your thoughts and feedback are welcome, and your contributions so far are appreciated. This is going to
be a great project that really creates our and defines our niche in Columbus and US history. Pretty cool.
In the interim, Pam, Anthony, Ned and Mary are going to work on a short-term solution to the
volunteers’ needs in the VC. The desk and info distribution is in real need of improvement, and this
group is going to tackle an interim solution that doesn’t commit too much time or money, but is a
needed incremental step to help our loyal volunteers.
Media Sponsor:
10TV + *The Dispatch Printing Company

Official Tour Path:
Germain Lexus of Dublin and Easton

Ticket Partners:
Giant Eagle

PreTour:

Erika Taylor Urban Spa

Kittie's Hand Crafted Cakes

MoJoe

Pistacia Vera

Harvest/Curio

G. Michael's Bistro & Bar

4 Roses Bourbon

Keens Furniture Loft

Middle West Spirits

Dennis and Jonna Brandon

Watershed Distillery

Bill and Lisa Case

Hausfrau Haven

Nick Cavalaris

Barcelona

Jay and Susan Kasey

G. Michael’s

William Lager

Gressos Pub and Grill

Limited Brands, Inc. Foundation

German Village Guest House

Nationwide Children's Hospital Foundation

MoJoe

Doug Preisse

Kitchen 231

Go Green

McCasky’s Grille

Vutech & Ruff

Muse Gallery
W.E. Davis Insurance

Parking Trolley:
High Line Car House

Tour Homes Support:
Brian Coovert Floral Design

Water Stations:

Martin Carpet Cleaning

OhioHealth
Giant Eagle

Cocktail Party:
Giant Eagle Market District

Marktplatz/Lernplatz:

Raffensberger Photography and Framing

Bath Fitter

Curio

Carlisle Gifts

Party on the Platz:

Food Trucks:

Barcelona

Sweet Carrots

Schmidt's Sausage Haus –
Raffle:
Columbus Window Cleaning

Amy Hiteshew

K.A. Menendian Rug Gallery

Ron Murphy

Muse Gallery

Frontgate

Ketron Custom Builders

Franklin Art Glass Studios Inc.

Frontgate

bcf – Design & Development

Bath Fitter

The Village Queen – Regina Acosta Tobin

Greiner Landscaping

W.E. Davis Insurance
Ned Merkle & Company Realtors

Watercolor Competition:

EE Ward Moving & Storage

The Brown Bag Deli Restaurant

Ron Murphy Heating & Air Conditioning

(donors who pay for prizes - I don't know who
that is - can you let me know, too?)
Village Valuables:
Roy Bieber and Jeff Ruff
German Village Veterinary Hospital
Jan and John Barnes
Schmidt's Sausage Haus
Jim Nichols
Central Ohio Transit Authority
Explorers Club
Volunteer Training:
Donatos
Art Crawl:
German Village Insurance
H&G Ads:
Nationwide Children's Hospital Foundation
Juergens
Explorers Club
German Village Guest House
Jeni's Splendid Ice Creams
Alarm One
Ketron Custom Builders
Village Lights:

Schmidt's Sausage Haus
German Village Insurance
German Village Veterinary Hospital
Explorers Club
German Village Chiropractors

Monster Bash:
German Village Insurance
German Village Chiropractors

Bundelung:
Lindey's
Vutech Ruff

Other ads:
Juergens
Edward Jones
W.E. Davis Insurance

German Village Society Assistant for Visitorism
May 13, 2013 Board of Trustees Meeting
Tours:

Some very successful tours have taken place this month. Groups from Olentangy HS,
Dublin Coffman HS, Menlo Park Academy in Cleveland, Hastings Middle School, and CoryRawson FFA are a few who have recently experienced the Village. For the remainder of this
month there are 3 tours scheduled: May 14th a group of students from the Stewart School, May
22nd a group from Heritage Ohio, taking the Explore Beyond the Door Tour, and May 23rd a large
group from Firelands 55+ Club is taking a step-on guide Standard Tour.
I will be attending an Experience Columbus Group Tour Counsel Meeting at the Westin
Thursday May 9th to learn about using profile sheets with a limited amount of space to
showcase your business.
With two tours recently added to current offerings, I am researching ways to promote
these throughout the Columbus area and beyond. I am also creating a quality assurance
checklist to ensure all aspect of the tours and rentals are completed without a hitch.
Rentals:
Not much going on in the way of rentals for the month of May. We are working with St.
Mary for the use of Fest Hall for much of the summer. Those details are being worked through
with St. Mary’s Principal Luna, and Shiloh. June 4th there is a scheduled Meeting Haus Manager
training day. So far we have a list of 9 people who we can call upon to fulfill the society’s
mission during building usage. For the training we will go over all checklists to follow and steps
to take in the case of an emergency.
GVBC:

The business map has been scrutinized under the fine eyes of Shiloh, Jeff and myself. It
has an improved look this year with new art on the cover and the inside. Plus a larger, more
readable map that includes COTA routes. It has been sent to the printer and we should expect
them to come in next week. We have 4 new business members Chase, Carlisle Gifts, Rinkov
Eyecare Centers, and Bath Fitter.
Memberships:
We received a brand new Legacy Circle member who expressed interest in becoming
very involved in the community. Since the beginning of April we have processed 9 new
memberships.
Elise Wyant

May 13, 2013
Monthly Report to the German Village Society Board of Trustees
Submitted by: Russ Arledge, Program and Operations Manager
►This is my first written report for 2013 and I want to again thank everyone for being so
supportive and thoughtful while I spent the first 34 days of the New Year in the hospital
and a many more weeks at home convalescing… it feels great to be back doing the
work I love and being amongst my friends again… Thanks!
►The PastPerfect database is now rolling full steam ahead!  Since my return I have
cleaned up 100’s of the remaining old records thus creating clean mailing lists for Haus
und Garten, PreTour, Membership, and the upcoming Board of Trustee’s election, etc. I
am now gearing-up for the next several mainline projects consisting of the property files,
old GVS newsletters, and House und Garten Programs, etc. Elise Wyant stepped-up to
enter membership/donation data while I was away and is doing a great job keeping up
with the daily influx of work!
►We are now exhibiting our third art show this year and entering into our busiest
season starting with Jazz & Juleps, Garden Market, Village Singers, Village Valuables,
and we’re still a more than a month away from Haus und Garten… hold on to your hat!
►The Police Luncheon held on April 25th was well attended. Minutes of the meeting
can be found on the cyberblockwatch.com website. The lunch for the officers this month
was provided by the Juergen’s Bakery-Restaurant.
►The cyberblockwatch.com website now has 791 registered users, up almost 200
users since the first of the year. This is a collaborative effort between the German
Village Society, Schumacher Place, and the citizens of both neighborhoods.
►During this month a total of 260+ hours was worked/donated by the Visitor Center
Volunteers. The hours donated were tracked by the online Volunteer Scheduling
program called WhenToHelp.com.
►Also this month… once again GVS, as an official computer recycling drop-off center
for the Community Computer Alliance, we have had collected numerous computers,
monitors, laptops, printers, cell phones, and fax machines… at last count over 15 van
loads of computer equipment have been picked-up at the Meeting Haus… Thanks to all
who have contributed!
It’s been a busy month… all for now.
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German Village Society
Financial Highlights for May 2013
Nick Cavalaris, Treasurer

5/7/13

This report highlights certain items of the attached financial reports that are presented to the GVS board each month.
This report is intended to serve as the May 2013 report. The balances in this report are as of May 3, 2013 and reflect
reconciled balances to the last available bank statement. The attached reports are as follows: 1) GVS Balance Sheet
as of 5-3-13 and 2) 2013 Budget Variance by Month. Highlights are as follows:

1. Balance Sheet (attached):
Operations Bank Account Balance:
Board Designated Checking Balance:
Total Board Designated Funds Balance:
(Including: MH and Warner maintenance)
Perm. Restricted Funds Account Balance:

$157,818.41

Total Balance of GVS Bank Accounts*:

$721,742.41

2. 2013 Budget Variance by Month (attached)

* Excludes inventory

-1-

$122,180.90
$112,501.69
$439,959.22

German Village Society
2013 GVS Budget Variance % by Month (1301)
January - December 2013
Jan 2013
Actual

Budget

Feb 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Mar 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Apr 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

May 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Jun 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Jul 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Aug 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Sep 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Oct 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Nov 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Dec 2013
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

Total
% of Budget

Actual

Budget

% of
Budget

Income
Admission/Event Income

0.00

Advertising Income

250.00

0.00

Contributions

1,955.96

Grants

1,860.00

105.16%

1,511.20

0.00

Interest Income

123.75

0.00

0.00

600.00

4,000.00

0.00

0.00%

272.15

0.00

0.00

350.00
15.00%

0.00%

40,250.00

0.00%

59,900.00

0.00%

6,000.00

0.00%

1,000.00

0.00%

2,000.00

1,105.00

1,300.00

85.00%

5,000.00

0.00%

8,550.00

0.00%

400.00

0.00%

1,000.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00

2,125.96

1,880.00

113.08%

0.00

6,250.00

0.00%

1,880.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00

1,880.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

298.67

60.00

497.78%

15.78

60.00

26.30%

16.34

60.00

27.23%

Membership Dues - GVS

26,116.66

53,000.00

49.28%

16,841.66

4,000.00

421.04%

10,991.66

2,500.00

439.67%

Membership Dues -GVBC

3,525.00

6,400.00

55.08%

2,025.00

1,400.00

144.64%

2,475.00

200.00

1237.50%

375.00

250.00

150.00%

70.31

250.00

28.12%

248.95

250.00

99.58%

176.00

250.00

100.00

0.00%

125.00

0.00%

405.72

125.00

324.58%

450.00

125.00

360.00%

1,125.00

45.24%

578.00

1,125.00

51.38%

105.00

1,125.00

9.33%

2,095.00

1,125.00

Sponsorship

3,400.00

0.00%

1,920.97

3,600.00

53.36%

2,227.96

5,600.00

39.79%

1,742.32

Tour Income

100.00

0.00%

70.40

200.00

35.20%

589.00

800.00

73.63%

746.00

Merchandise Income
Miscellaneous Income
Rental Income

509.00

Total Income

$ 32,780.29 $ 66,295.00

Gross Profit

$ 32,780.29 $ 66,295.00

49.45% $ 23,033.32 $ 11,010.00

209.20% $ 18,055.53 $ 14,660.00

4,666.66

0.00

0.00%

8,250.00

0.00%
0.00%

0.00

0.00

123.75

118,000.00

0.00

6,250.00

0.00%

1,705.00

26,500.00

6.43%

0.00

6,250.00

0.00%

5,865.27

20,000.00

29.33%

0.00

1.00

0.00%

0.00

1.00

0.00%

140.00

0.00%

60.00

0.00%

60.00

0.00%

60.00

0.00%

60.00

0.00%

60.00

0.00%

60.00

0.00%

60.00

0.00%

60.00

3,100.00

150.54%

2,400.00

0.00%

2,200.00

0.00%

1,200.00

0.00%

1,300.00

0.00%

2,300.00

0.00%

1,000.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00%

150.00

0.00%

0.00

75.00

0.00%

125.00

0.00%

0.00

70.40%

1,750.00

0.00%

3,250.00

0.00%

250.00

0.00%

250.00

0.00%

250.00

0.00%

250.00

0.00%

250.00

0.00%

250.00

0.00%

1,225.00

0.00%

1,525.00

0.00%

1,150.00

0.00%

125.00

0.00%

125.00

0.00%

125.00

0.00%

125.00

0.00%

125.00

0.00%

186.22%

1,125.00

0.00%

1,125.00

0.00%

1,125.00

0.00%

1,125.00

0.00%

1,125.00

0.00%

1,125.00

0.00%

1,125.00

0.00%

1,125.00

9,600.00

18.15%

14,100.00

0.00%

16,100.00

0.00%

3,600.00

0.00%

3,600.00

0.00%

3,900.00

0.00%

4,300.00

0.00%

3,600.00

0.00%

3,600.00

50.00

1492.00%

700.00

0.00%

1,500.00

0.00%

1,700.00

0.00%

650.00

0.00%

1,000.00

0.00%

2,000.00

0.00%

0.00

150.00

123.16% $ 13,106.94 $ 17,990.00

49.45% $ 23,033.32 $ 11,010.00

209.20% $ 18,055.53 $ 14,660.00

123.16% $ 13,106.94 $ 17,990.00

93.34%

138.42%

833.00

833.00

100.00%

0.00%

1,150.00

200.00

575.00%

72.86% $

0.00 $ 66,760.00

72.86% $

0.00 $ 66,760.00

0.00% $

0.00 $100,460.00

0.00% $

0.00 $100,460.00

0.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 17,365.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 17,365.00

0.00% $

0.00 $

9,185.00

0.00% $

0.00 $

9,185.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 10,885.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 10,885.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 18,990.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 18,990.00

0.00%

0.00% $

0.00 $

5,160.00

0.00% $

0.00 $

5,160.00

330.79

800.00

41.35%

58,616.64

73,000.00

80.30%

8,025.00

8,500.00

94.41%

870.26

7,500.00

11.60%

855.72

5,000.00

17.11%

0.00%

3,287.00

13,500.00

24.35%

0.00%

5,891.25

75,000.00

7.86%

1,405.40

8,700.00

16.15%

0.00% $ 86,976.08 $356,501.00

24.40%

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00
0.00% $

0.00 $ 17,741.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 17,741.00

0.10%

0.00% $ 86,976.08 $356,501.00

24.40%

100.00%

833.00

0.00%

833.00

0.00%

833.00

0.00%

833.00

0.00%

833.00

0.00%

833.00

0.00%

833.00

0.00%

833.00

0.00%

3,600.25

10,000.00

36.00%

0.00%

250.00

0.00%

150.00

7,000.00

16.43%

Expenses
Accounting Expense

781.25

Advertising

837.00
150.00

1,153.00

200.00

833.00

833.00

0.00%

1,800.00

0.00%

1,200.00

0.00%

2,100.00

0.00%

200.00

0.00%

400.00

0.00%

150.00

0.00%

1,150.00

3,000.00

0.00%

2,400.00

0.00%

600.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00

6,000.00

0.00%

Bank/Credit Card Fees

328.78

525.00

62.62%

381.47

575.00

66.34%

341.18

475.00

71.83%

393.49

455.00

86.48%

1,045.00

0.00%

2,095.00

0.00%

2,145.00

0.00%

495.00

0.00%

545.00

0.00%

695.00

0.00%

475.00

0.00%

475.00

0.00%

1,444.92

10,000.00

14.45%

Computer Related Costs

189.05

1,400.00

13.50%

1,893.15

370.00

511.66%

248.10

370.00

67.05%

590.10

370.00

159.49%

370.00

0.00%

370.00

0.00%

370.00

0.00%

370.00

0.00%

370.00

0.00%

370.00

0.00%

370.00

0.00%

300.00

0.00%

2,920.40

5,400.00

54.08%

1,850.00

3,920.00

56.38%

834.82

Audit Fees

0.00%

833.00

0.00

Consulting Fees

200.00
0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

47.19%

3,766.25

3,920.00

96.08%

1,950.00

3,920.00

49.74%

2,210.00

3,920.00

3,920.00

0.00%

7,420.00

0.00%

1,420.00

0.00%

1,420.00

0.00%

1,420.00

0.00%

1,420.00

0.00%

1,420.00

0.00%

1,380.00

0.00%

9,776.25

35,500.00

27.54%

400.00

208.71%

315.82

400.00

78.96%

315.82

400.00

78.96%

834.82

1,400.00

59.63%

400.00

0.00%

1,600.00

0.00%

7,900.00

0.00%

400.00

0.00%

400.00

0.00%

400.00

0.00%

400.00

0.00%

400.00

0.00%

2,301.28

14,500.00

15.87%

Food/Beverages

160.00

0.00%

200.00

310.00

64.52%

445.00

860.00

51.74%

491.25

160.00

307.03%

4,560.00

0.00%

10,310.00

0.00%

1,260.00

0.00%

810.00

0.00%

210.00

0.00%

1,160.00

0.00%

160.00

0.00%

40.00

0.00%

1,136.25

20,000.00

5.68%

Gifts & Awards

50.00

0.00%

22.74

50.00

45.48%

40.00

0.00%

510.40

40.00

1276.00%

40.00

0.00%

1,540.00

0.00%

1,640.00

0.00%

40.00

0.00%

40.00

0.00%

40.00

0.00%

40.00

0.00%

40.00

0.00%

533.14

3,600.00

14.81%

License/Fees/Permits

25.00

0.00%

25.00

0.00%

25.00

0.00%

200.00

375.00

53.33%

175.00

0.00%

25.00

0.00%

25.00

0.00%

25.00

0.00%

325.00

0.00%

425.00

0.00%

25.00

0.00%

25.00

0.00%

200.00

1,500.00

13.33%

2,974.20

Equipment Rental

Meeting Haus Cleaning

725.00

102.56%

725.00

102.56%

743.55

725.00

102.56%

743.55

725.00

102.56%

725.00

0.00%

725.00

0.00%

725.00

0.00%

725.00

0.00%

725.00

0.00%

725.00

0.00%

725.00

0.00%

725.00

0.00%

8,700.00

34.19%

100.00

100.00

100.00%

30.00

100.00

30.00%

110.00

100.00

110.00%

100.00

0.00%

100.00

0.00%

100.00

0.00%

100.00

0.00%

100.00

0.00%

100.00

0.00%

100.00

0.00%

100.00

0.00%

100.00

0.00%

240.00

1,200.00

20.00%

2,893.00

743.55

4,455.00

64.94%

2,390.70

4,455.00

53.66%

701.44

4,455.00

15.75%

225.00

4,455.00

5.05%

6,105.00

0.00%

7,495.00

0.00%

4,455.00

0.00%

4,455.00

0.00%

4,455.00

0.00%

4,705.00

0.00%

4,455.00

0.00%

4,355.00

0.00%

6,210.14

58,300.00

10.65%

Payroll Processing

241.82

100.00

241.82%

173.95

110.00

158.14%

134.86

110.00

122.60%

164.23

110.00

149.30%

110.00

0.00%

110.00

0.00%

100.00

0.00%

110.00

0.00%

110.00

0.00%

110.00

0.00%

110.00

0.00%

110.00

0.00%

714.86

1,300.00

54.99%

Payroll Taxes

829.56

1,350.00

61.45%

982.31

1,150.00

85.42%

762.40

1,050.00

72.61%

744.35

750.00

99.25%

750.00

0.00%

750.00

0.00%

750.00

0.00%

750.00

0.00%

750.00

0.00%

750.00

0.00%

750.00

0.00%

750.00

0.00%

3,318.62

10,300.00

32.22%

225.00

0.00%

99.42

200.00

49.71%

430.00

200.00

215.00%

200.00

0.00%

900.00

0.00%

200.00

0.00%

300.00

0.00%

200.00

0.00%

1,300.00

0.00%

375.00

0.00%

200.00

0.00%

200.00

0.00%

529.42

4,500.00

1,705.00

18.55%

360.00

1,395.00

25.81%

3,420.50

1,345.00

254.31%

1,295.00

0.00%

5,845.00

0.00%

2,895.00

0.00%

1,295.00

0.00%

1,295.00

0.00%

1,295.00

0.00%

1,545.00

0.00%

1,295.00

0.00%

1,295.00

0.00%

4,096.70

22,500.00

18.21%

5,132.00

0.00

2,075.05

5,100.00

40.69%

0.00

1,900.00

0.00%

0.00

7,207.05

7,000.00

102.96%
41.44%

Meeting Haus Groundskeeping
Miscellaneous Expense

Postage
316.20

Printing/Signage

743.55

0.00

Property & D/O Insurance
Repairs & Maintenance
9,066.16

Salaries/Wages
Storage

1,020.00

Supplies

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

300.00

0.00%

1,292.96

300.00

430.99%

538.71

300.00

179.57%

-174.00

300.00

-58.00%

300.00

0.00%

300.00

0.00%

750.00

0.00%

300.00

0.00%

300.00

0.00%

300.00

0.00%

300.00

0.00%

250.00

0.00%

1,657.67

4,000.00

9,550.00

94.93%

9,516.16

9,540.00

99.75%

9,466.66

9,540.00

99.23%

9,588.16

9,540.00

100.50%

9,540.00

0.00%

0.00%

9,540.00

0.00%

9,540.00

0.00%

0.00%

9,540.00

0.00%

0.00

Security

0.00

9,540.00

0.00%

9,550.00

9,540.00

0.00%

9,540.00

37,637.14

114,500.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1,100.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00

0.00

320.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00

0.00

1,420.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1,020.00

1,020.00

100.00%

0.00%

1,023.75

5,000.00

20.48%

6.00
0.00%

4,310.95

1,020.00

100.00%

400.00

0.00%

499.86

400.00

84.75%

1,093.56

1,000.00

0.00

11.76%

124.97%

20.97
6.00

0.00

109.36%

1,106.06

700.00

5.59%

502.92

375.00

158.01%

1,094.28

400.00

134.11%

375.00

0.00%

4,350.00

0.00%

1,300.00

0.00%

375.00

0.00%

0.00%

450.00

0.00%

1,000.00

0.00%

375.00

0.00%

575.00

375.00

375.00

4,800.00

0.13%

13,400.00

32.17%

72.88% $

0.00 $ 41,393.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 54,883.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 37,693.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 23,893.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 24,593.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 26,338.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 22,923.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 22,543.00

0.00% $ 94,008.99 $371,440.00

25.31%

Net Operating Income

$ 12,569.05 $ 37,698.00

33.34% -$ 7,013.58 -$ 18,048.00

38.86% -$ 6,743.77 -$ 18,863.00

35.75% -$ 5,844.61 -$ 8,013.00

72.94% $

0.00 $ 25,367.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 45,577.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 20,328.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 14,708.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 13,708.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 7,348.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 17,763.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 4,802.00

0.00% -$ 7,032.91 -$ 14,939.00

47.08%

1,600.00

0.00%

1,600.00

0.00%

1,100.00

0.00

0.00%

73.98% $ 18,951.55 $ 26,003.00

273.57%

0.00

0.00%

103.40% $ 24,799.30 $ 33,523.00

1,200.00

0.00

375.00

70.68% $ 30,046.90 $ 29,058.00

1,017.05

0.00

625.00

$ 20,211.24 $ 28,597.00

Utilities

0.00

0.00%

Total Expenses

Transportation/Towing

0.00

375.00

0.00%

1,100.00

0.00
0.00%

1,200.00

0.00

32.87%

0.00%

1,200.00

Other Income
100.00

Contributions - Other
15,000.00

Transfers In
Total Other Income

$

0.00 $ 15,000.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00% $

100.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

0.00
$

0.00 $

0.00

$

100.00

0.00

0.00

15,000.00

0.00%

100.00 $ 15,000.00

0.67%

Other Expenses
-8,728.79

0.00

Total Other Expenses

-$ 8,728.79 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

2.00

0.00% -$ 8,728.79 $

Net Other Income

$

8,728.79 $ 15,000.00

58.19% $

100.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 -$

2.00

0.00% $

8,828.79 $ 14,998.00

Net Income

$ 21,297.84 $ 52,698.00

35.75% -$ 5,844.61 -$ 8,013.00

72.94% $

0.00 $ 25,367.00

0.00% $

0.00 $ 45,577.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 20,328.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 14,708.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 13,708.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 7,348.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 17,763.00

0.00% $

0.00 -$ 4,804.00

0.00% $

1,795.88 $

Deferred Gain/Loss Investments
Transfers out

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

40.41% -$ 6,913.58 -$ 18,048.00

0.00

0.00

38.31% -$ 6,743.77 -$ 18,863.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00
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0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1.00

0.00%

1.00

0.00%

-8,728.79
0.00

1.00 ##########
1.00

0.00%

2.00 -436439.50%
59.00

58.87%
3043.86%

German Village Society
Balance Sheet
As of May 3, 2013
Total
ASSETS
Current Assets
Bank Accounts
-120.57

Bank Accounts - Operations

19,267.05

Operations Chase Checking - 6039

103,034.42

Operations Chase Contingency - 4693

0.00

Operations Fifth Third Checking - 5113
Total Bank Accounts - Operations

$

122,180.90

Board Designated Bank Accounts
0.00

Board Designated Checking - 1362
Bicentennial Fund

6,513.52

Council of Historic Neighborhoods

1,777.87

For the Good of the Neighborhood

5,439.46

Frank Fetch Park/Maintenance

50.00

Fund for Historic Preservation

24,753.70

German Village Business Community

44,572.85
1,399.17

Highfield Garden
Huntington Garden/Maintenance

12,619.03

Schiller Friends of Schiller Fund

6,241.43

Schiller Park Enhancements

1,000.00

Schiller Park/Arboretum Fund

3,211.21

Schiller Park/Bench/Trash Can Fund

1,214.38
0.00

Schiller Trash Can Fund
Village Connections

1,000.00

Village Singers

2,709.07

Total Board Designated Checking - 1362

$

112,501.69

Board Designated Funds
Meeting Haus Maint/Replacement

164,591.23

Warner Maintenance - 0330

162,866.30

Warner Maintenance - 2342

0.00

Warner Maintenance - 5402

0.00
0.00

Warner Maintenance - 8188
Total Board Designated Funds
Total Board Designated Bank Accounts

$

327,457.53

$

439,959.22

Permanently Restricted Fund Accounts
0.00

Frank Fetch Endowment

753.93

Fund at Columbus Foundation

157,064.48

Huntington Garden Endowment
Total Permanently Restricted Fund Accounts

$

157,818.41

$

720,058.53

100.00

Petty Cash
Total Bank Accounts
Accounts Receivable

0.00

Accounts Receivable-General
Total Accounts Receivable

$

0.00

Other current assets
Designated Funds GVS Receivable
Inventory

83.88
1,000.00

600.00

Undeposited Funds
Total Other current assets
Total Current Assets

$

1,683.88

$

721,742.41

Fixed Assets
Building 588 South Third Street
759,990.66

Cost

-527,326.56

Depreciation

40,000.00

Land
Total Building 588 South Third Street

$

272,664.10
97,360.64

Leasehold Improvements
Office Equipment

96,047.23

Cost

-195,037.23

Depreciation
Total Office Equipment

-$

98,990.00

Office Furniture
113,895.39

Cost
Depreciaton
Total Office Furniture

$

113,895.39

Office Paintings
1,775.00

Cost
Total Office Paintings
Total Fixed Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

$

1,775.00

$

386,705.13

$ 1,108,447.54

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
0.00

Accounts Payable
Total Accounts Payable

$

0.00

Other Current Liabilities
Deferred Revenue-Property Taxes

0.00

Designated Funds GVBC Payable

83.88
3,050.00

Designated Funds GVS Payable
Other Current Liabilities

0.00

Prepaid GVBC Membership Dues

0.00

Prepaid GVS Advertising Fees

0.00

Prepaid GVS Membership Dues

0.00
0.00

Sales tax payable
Total Other Current Liabilities
Total Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities

$

3,133.88

$

3,133.88

$

3,133.88

Equity
Designated Earnings
0.00

Non Restricted

0.00

Restricted
Total Designated Earnings
Retained Earnings
Net Income
Total Equity

$

0.00
1,078,517.62
26,796.04

$ 1,105,313.66

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
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$ 1,108,447.54

GVS Board Report

Please email to
<jlikins@columbus.rr.com

Committee:
Technology Committee

Board Chair/Rep:
Roy Bieber
Brian Santin
Shiloh Todorov

Number of Attendees:

Due One week Prior to
Board Meeting

Meeting Date:

New Members?:

Executive Summary:
The Committee has drafted a letter to be sent to all GVS Committee chairs
asking for input and requests to further enhance the value of the website, mobile
site, and other electronic communications. The information to be gathered will
then be reviewed and assist in planning for future modifications of the website
and technology projects of the GVS.

Meeting Objectives/Highlights:

 Request for staff time or Volunteers?
 Financial Resources?
 Issues or concerns that require consideration by the Board or staff for
possible response or action with timeline included

Next Steps:

1

GVS Board Report
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<jlikins@columbus.rr.com
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Due One week Prior to
Board Meeting

GVS Board Report

Please email to
<jlikins@columbus.rr.com

Committee:
Civic Relations

Board Chair/Rep:
Nelson Genshaft

Number of Attendees:
5

Due One week Prior to
Board Meeting

Meeting Date:
4/30/13
New Members?:
1 (David Wible)

Executive Summary:
Discussed following issues:
1. Parking in GV. Tim Bibler and P.Susan Sharrock are heading a
committee to conduct an audit of what parking is available and what
restrictions are now in place in GV. Neither could attend, but I have been
in touch with Tim Bibler, and he will follow up.
2. Recycling. I met with Sandy Kight and David Schooler to discuss
enforcement efforts to get residents to conceal their blue bins on noncollection days. There is little interest in general community to do much in
the way of enforcement. No chance City will change bin colors or allow
smaller bins.
3. Safety in Schiller Park. Jerry Glick reported on Police Lunch of 4/25, with
9 police/dog warden for county attending. Discussed potential for gang
activity in park and dogs not under owners’ control. Police presence helps
in both areas.
4. Third St. Shiloh and Bill Case had good meeting with Director Kelsey, and
GVS will be part of process of working with engineering firm over next 15
months doing study. I have been in touch with Brian Kinzelman, who is
likely to be involved in engineering study. He suggests a task force of
GVS be a liaison with engineers; task force may be group that has been
meeting with him (Genshaft, Bibler, Case, Shiloh and several others from
business community). BOT should appoint task force, and think about the
development piece, since GVS will be asked to help fund upgrades or
special projects related to Third St improvements.

 Request for staff time or Volunteers?
 Shiloh should continue to be involved, especially relating to Kelsey and other

1
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<jlikins@columbus.rr.com

Due One week Prior to
Board Meeting

city officials.
 Financial Resources?
 Issues or concerns that require consideration by the Board or staff for
possible response or action with timeline included

Appoint task force to work with engineers on Third St project over next 6 months,

and coordinate with engineers and City as they work on engineering study over

next 12-15 months.

Next Steps:

2
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Committee: Development

Board Chair/Rep:
Brandon

Number of Attendees:6

Due One week Prior to
Board Meeting

Meeting Date: April 25,
2013

New Members:0

Executive Summary:
1. Update on fundraising provided by Shiloh. $38,000 against gross of
$284,000. Progress on donors providing in kind will help net to gross
percentage. Need to focus on the H+G and Signature Programs.
2. Attendees and minutes to members emphasized we have only 5 weeks to
H+G. Need for 5+ donors of $1,000 as patrons
3. GVBC has been invited to nominate two members for the Development
Committee. This invite is based on GVS initiatives around the Art Crawl
and City Lights and based on a 50-50 split of net proceeds.
4. Interesting discussion on how to use data on the neighborhood to show
both progress over past 50+ years and area’s continued diversity
economically.
Meeting Objectives/Highlights:

 Request for staff time or Volunteers? Yes, to make calls. Notion to develop a

video to show prospective donors as a warm up to a call or visit.
 Financial Resources? No.
 Issues or concerns that require consideration by the Board or staff for
possible response or action with timeline included. The committee still needs
several new members who are comfortable and able to make requests for
donations.5
Next Steps:

1
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Due One week Prior to
Board Meeting

Continue to urge willing committee members to get call sheets and make the

calls next week.
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Committee:
GVBC

Board Chair/Rep:
Greg Gamier

Number of Attendees:
14

Due One week Prior to
Board Meeting

Meeting Date:
4/9/2013

New Members?:

Executive Summary:
Map Updates
Elise has nothing to add. Shiloh is rounding up the few outstanding advertisement pieces. It is still on
track and set to be printed in a few weeks.
GVS Updates - Shiloh
Because of Marie Trudeau we have a lot of new people doing pre tour diner including
McCasky’s Grille and Kitchen 231.
Advertising is going well. The umbrella packages are a hot commodity. They make is so much easier to
buy a package once for multiple events than to reach into your pocket several times throughout the year.
Party on the Platz is coming together. Lots of new people are joining the event and it is filling up quickly.
Even in the midst of George F. Schmidt’s passing, Schmidt’s Sausage Haus made a huge commitment.
The renovations are done in Fest Hall. Thanks to Betty Garrett and other volunteers, the rental policies and
procedures have been revamped to complete the transformation. We are looking for building managers for
after hours and weekend events. We are asking for resumes for this position. The job description can be
found at germanvillage.com under News.
Haus und Garten Tour has a new opportunity for you to buy an autobahn pass. This allows you to skip the
line at the homes and go straight to the front. New this year is the ability to be driven around on a golf cart
all day. This allows you and your friends to stop by at Lindey’s or Barcelona and have that glass of wine
with no worries of driving.
In the past we had a silent auction but this year we are offering a raffle. Up for sale are gift cards from area
businesses including Muse, an art gallery and many more. Businesses that support this raffle with gift
cards get more media attention from the promotion of the raffle. Prices are 1 for $1 or 3 for $5.
Report on Obama care – Marie Trudeau
Marie volunteered to do this information session because there is so much misinformation about it. No one
likes change, people can’t agree on how this should happen or when but it is happening and has a lot of
bugs to work out before the first of the year. The goal is to keep it to just the facts. The biggest changes
where in 2010. Small companies can provide healthcare to employees but not many signed up. A
grandfathered in plan is stuff that will not change, and there are not many out there. A big change is
allowing young adults to staying on their parents plan until the age of 26. Preventive care is now 100%
covered with no copay and no deductible.
They did come up with a high risk pool. It cannot help those with preexisting conditions and they do not
want to cover them. They cannot turn children away except if they have preexisting conditions. Medical
loss ratio, agents lost commission on this aspect.

1

GVS Board Report

Please email to
<jlikins@columbus.rr.com

Due One week Prior to
Board Meeting

Big changes are coming January 1. Everyone will be required to get health care. Rates will be gender
neutral meaning a woman will not pay more than a man and vise versa. Smokers are charged way more but
who does, and does not qualify as smoker is unclear. Subsidies will be available. Marketplaces, the 4
different plans, will become available in October, the higher up you go the less you pay out of pocket. A
subsidy will help you get this insurance if you pay within certain pay scales. Marketplace is online, they do
this because it is easier. If done manually it could take like 3 weeks. If you do not get insurance and you
show up in the E.R. will you get care? They will patch you up and send you on your way. But we just
don’t know exactly how it will change. If you have more than 50 employees then you must provide health
care. Tax credits are available. October 1 is when exchanges will be open. Each state has a choice of
running the marketplaces or it can have the federal government do it for them. Ohio has chosen to hand the
reigns over to the government. Navigators are what they call the people who help run these. They are not
licensed, however, licensed agents can get training and help too. This process still has a lot of glitches and
will need major work in years to come but look at Medicare when it was rolled out and it is still being
tweaked.
Frank asked about companies having to pay money into a fund but Marie didn’t know anything about that.
Dave asked - Affordable care act the cost is going to be coming down, I can expect my rates to decrease?
Marie said come Oct 1 go shop around and see what rate he can get.
Betty –It’s my understanding the benefits for Medicare are not as good because of Obama care. Marie- at
this point Medicare is not changes. Betty rephrased question and Marie is just not sure. Not able to
answer.
Old Business
No old business
New Business
Art Crawl – Betty Garrett is stepping down from running this and instead Jeff Lowe is taking over. Letters
will be going out to Macon alley residents soon about the shutting down of their street. Event is July 20th
8a.m.-10p.m.
Artists should be directed to website. Website will be ready first week in May
Anyone wants to volunteer please step up. Professionals will be hired for tent set up
Vendors will pay same price as last year.
Betty said 100-125 volunteers at last years.
Marie- America Ferrera will be in Columbus May 9th as a fundraiser for a women’s fund.
Shiloh - Getting packages together for soliciting new members. If you have things to add for your business
please give them to us and we can include that in with information about the Village. The process starts
with a list of people compiled by Susan Sutherland. This new mailing takes away the very heavy welcome
basket being given out and not doing anything which was the case 18 months ago.
Frank (St.Mary’s)- He was given a $500 check by David Schooler to help purchase bells for St. Mary
Church. He has since raised over $1,200 and will need $12,000 to complete the project. They are working
on lightning rods that way they the bells don’t burn out. Lots of repairs are happening to the outside and to
the roof. Attendance is up at St. Mary School. It is now at 226 and the goal is to have 250 kids enrolled.
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Meeting Objectives/Highlights:

 Request for staff time or Volunteers?
 Financial Resources?
 Issues or concerns that require consideration by the Board or staff for
possible response or action with timeline included

Next Steps:

3

Meeting Minutes – April 18, 2013
GVS Historic Preservation
Meeting was called to order by Chair Chris Hune.
Project Updates:
Oral Histories: Bill Case reported that during the past week he had interviewed Bill
Eiselt from the first German Village Commission. His interview and several other past
commission members will be featured at the upcoming Caretakers event as a part of the 50th
anniversary celebration. They have done a total of 17 interviews to date.
Visitors Center Project: The Ad Hoc committee is planning field trips to other locations
to see how they use their spaces. They want to start focus groups with members of various GV
committees, partners and volunteers for their input on how our space is and should be utilized.
H&G Learnplatz – Jamie Weilbacher reported that they are looking for a naming sponsor
for the venue and will be sending out about 40 packages to vendors to participate during Haus
& Garten.
Caretakers of a Legacy award – Chris reminded the group about the upcoming event on
May 16th and several committee members volunteered to serve as greeters and help set up and
serve during the event.
The remainder of the meeting was focused on discussions on “What is the story of German
Village” and how should we tell it. As we move forward with the Visitors Center, it’s important to
determine what is most important, who are the audiences and based on the audience, how do
we tell the story. Much discussion was held on what we need to prioritize and identify as the
history of German Village. The history as we know it about how the area was built and then
declined are well documented, but the consensus was that there should be more focus on the
stories of what founded the German Village we know today, essentially since around 1950 to
present. We have captured some of this history, but there is much more to be learned and this
should be a focus moving forward.
Shiloh is going to take this information back to the Ad Hoc group for further input.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned

Important Upcoming Dates:
Next HPC meeting May 23rd – 6 p.m. Meeting Haus
Caretakers of a Legacy - May 16, 2013

April 2013 GVS Long Range Planning Committee Meeting Minutes
1. Car Sharing Program
- Josh Moskowitz and Jay presented a summarized version of the below for Car2Go
- Car2Go is planning to launch in Columbus with approximately 250 cars and will grow from there as
demand dictates
- They are pitching themselves as yet another alternative in the transportation options we all encounter
daily
- By serving as a point to point rental service they do not require the customer to return the car to a
specific location rather it can be left wherever the driver finishes their trip to easier functionality
- The LRPC voted after some discussion to support this program. We will be sending a letter to GVS
Leadership so they can review and hopefully pass our support on to the city
2. Alta/Columbus Bike Share Program
- It was recommended we sent a summary of our recommendations to Randy Black and Jay Panzer so it
can be included in the packets for the May GV Commission meeting which Alta/Columbus will present at
3. GV & COTA
- Trevor and Shiloh have continued their great work on further developing this partnership. They met with
COTA about 3 weeks ago and reviewed the new simplified COTA maps which look great
- They were able to finalize the addition of GERMAN VILLAGE to the scrolling marquees on the buses
which gives our neighborhood greater visibility!
- We have also gotten a few emails commenting on how GERMAN VILLAGE appearing on the buses has
been such a welcome surprise!
- Shiloh sent a separate email in regards to COTA conducting another event around Gallery Hop in the
Short North on May 4th. Hopefully some were able to attend
- Still working with GV Business Committee to add bus routes to their maps
4. Village Connections
- Still waiting for 501c3 status to be approved before significant next steps can be taken
- More updates to come soon!
5. Southside STAY
- No large meetings have occurred since the last LRPC Meeting
- Reviewed our official recommendations to the Columbus Education Commission in the last week.
- Next smaller meeting with sub-committee heads will be April 17th
- The next Southside STAY Meeting will be May 2nd. Additional details to follow as the date approaches
6. CORA
- Still working with Shiloh to see if we can identify a summer intern to assist with this project
7. Local Liaisons
Downtown SIDs - Ed Elberfeld
Parsons Ave Merchants - Matt Eshelbrenner and Jo Anne St. Clair
Greenlawn Abbey - Trevor Major
Grange Audubon - Ed Elberfeld

8. Open Discussion on New Ideas
- Barrett School
- Nationwide Parking
- Can we somehow utilize the overflow Nationwide Children's Hospital Parking to benefit GV on
weeknights/weekends?
- We are currently utilizing Grange's Parking garage for extremely large events such as GV Haus &
Garten Tour
Important Upcoming Dates
- Thursday, May 9th - Next meeting at 6 pm at the Meeting Haus
Thanks,
Matt Eshelbrenner

March 25, 2013
To the Columbus Education Commission:
Southside STAY—Standing Together to Advance Youth— is a group of parents, educators, business
owners, and other community stakeholders who care deeply about education on the Southside of
Columbus.
Our Mission
Stewarding Excellence in Southside Schools Through a Neighborhood-Owned and Driven Effort to:
•
•
•
•
•

Attract and Retain Diverse Local Students
Engage Strong Parental Involvement
Partner With Educators
Enhance Education to Create Independent Thinkers and Creative Problem-Solvers
Ensure Safe Environment

Our Mission is consistent with one of the themes heard throughout the CEC’s meetings: We want to see
neighborhood schools once again become cornerstones in our communities. We want to see neighborhood
schools receive greater attention and resources so that they all become high quality, excellent, and
competitive options for local families. This mission of rejuvenating neighborhood schools drives the
following initial recommendations.
Recommendations
1. Pre-Kindergarten Options in All Neighborhood Schools. Research emphasizes that Pre-K
education is extremely important because it prepares children to acquire and practice the skills
necessary for starting Kindergarten. Because Pre-K is the first school experience children have,
families will be more likely to attend their neighborhood school if Pre-K is offered. Currently
there are not enough spaces in the city schools to serve all the children in the feeder pattern. For
example only 39% of 3-4 year olds living in the Southside are attending preschool. More spaces
need to be made for pre-K students and students should have the option of attending other quality
early education centers for free by fall 2014 (e.g. South Side Learning & Development Center).
2. A Broad Academic Focus for the South Feeder Pattern. The South feeder pattern has recently
formed a committee to redefine its focus. The recommendation that has emerged thus far has been
for the feeder pattern, grades PreK-12, to focus on allied medical professions. Although this
might make wonderful use of an established and strong partnership with Nationwide Children’s
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Hospital, we believe this is too narrow of a focus. We want to be assist in planning a rigorous
and broad academic focus to prepare children to be college ready and to prepare them for a
variety of careers. Our location puts us at a unique advantage to build relationships with many
diverse stakeholders in the downtown area and in South Columbus. A multitude of relationships
would support a broad academic focus, attract diverse students, and raise the graduation rate to
above 48%. Building these relationships has the potential to provide students with relevant
learning experiences that they can connect to their coursework and their individual interests.
3. South Feeder Pattern Middle School. Currently due to low enrollment, 6th graders go to school
in the Elementary schools and the 7th and 8th graders go to school at South High. With the right
set of changes in the academic focus for the South feeder pattern potentially starting in fall of
2014, it is a goal for South High to become “a school of choice.” When South High grows—as
families choose to STAY and come to school here—we will need a middle school campus. We
want to be a part of creating a concrete and amenable plan that ensures that there is a viable
option for a separate middle school when South High School grows back to its normal operating
size.
4. Stewart Elementary School as a Neighborhood School. A recent STAY survey showed that
70% of families plan to leave their neighborhoods when their children reach school age because
of unsatisfactory school options. Stewart school is set to re-open after renovations are complete
in the Fall of 2014. We believe if the now 100% lottery school re-opens as a partial
neighborhood school, it will be a symbolic new beginning that will offer us a chance to help
dispel negative perceptions of CCS. Guaranteeing admission to this historically significant school
will entice families to STAY and send their children to school in their neighborhood. This will
inevitably lead the way for the school to become a high performing school, adding to the success
of the feeder pattern. We would like a formal commitment ensuring this school transitions to
partial neighborhood and becomes part of the feeder pattern by July 1, 2013.

Revitalizing Southside Schools should focus on rigor, relevance, and relationships. These
recommendations embrace all three of these qualities by including families, communities, and both public
and private organizations. Southside STAY recognizes the tremendous amount of resources and talent
that the members of the CEC have dedicated to improving the educational opportunities for the children
in Columbus. We thank you for your tireless efforts and hope to work with you until our joint vision of
enabling all children to succeed has come to fruition.
Sincerely,
Jessica G. Bennett

Southside STAY, Chair

southsidestay@gmail.com

www.southsideSTAY.org

facebook.com/SouthsideSTAY

From: Stefanie Martt [smartt@columbus.rr.com]
Sent:

Monday, April 29, 2013 6:06 PM

To:

Jeanne Likins

Subject:Membership Committee report

April 7, 2013 was the first membership committee event for the year. It was a
New Neighbors and new GVS member reception. It was held at the Meeting Haus,
in coordination with the Paul Rowntree art event. About 54 invitations were
sent out to all New Neighbors who have not yet joined GVS and 20 invitations
were sent out to new GVS members as of Dec. 2012. The list of 54 New
Neighbors was gathered from the Columbus Board of Realtors website for ' 43206
'new home purchases over the last 6 months. All membership committee members
were present at the Meeting Haus to welcome 10 invitees who came to the event.
These people were given a tour of the Meeting Haus after they viewed the
Visitor's Center DVD about German Village. The attendees were given membership
materials and asked to consider joining the GVS. Follow-up is planned to see
if any of these attendees joined GVS.

The next membership Committee Meeting will be Wed., May 22, at 6 p.m. at the
Meeting Haus.

Submitted by Stefanie Martt, chairperson of fGVS Membership Committee

Parks, Public Spaces & Community Events Committee Minutes
April 4, 2013
Sara McNealey called the meeting to order at 8:31 am.
Members Present: Sara McNealey, Carol Mullinax, Craig Seeds, Linda Friedman,
Katharine Moore, Jerry Glick, Mike Cornelis, Terry Gee, Scott Burns, Ann Lilly
Also Present: Bill Curlis, German Village Society Board member
Ms. Friedman moved that the minutes be approved and adopted into the record. Mr.
Cornelius seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
German Village Society Enhancement Plan
Bill Curlis attended the meeting seeking feedback on the review of the collection of
enhancement plan related policies and statements distributed at the February meeting.
The PPSCE review identified two statements of relationship adopted by the GVS board
that are relative to the ongoing mission of the Parks, Public Spaces and Community
Events Committee
A. Statement of Relationship between the GVS and Organizations in German
Village
B. Statement of Relationship between the GVS and the City of Columbus,
Recreation and Parks Department
An additional statement distributed by Mr. Curlis addressing the relationships between
the GVS and Other Community Groups noted erroneously that it had been developed
by PPSCE and Civic Relations and adopted by the German Village Society Board. The
record was incorrect in this case; the relationship in question is not relative to the work
of PPSCE, nor is there documentation of the board actually adopting it. The statement
seems to mix up contiguous neighbors and other community organizations and should
be reconsidered by a more appropriate committee.
Katharine Moore distributed an updated copy of the German Village Society
Enhancement Plan with additional information and notes since the plan was adopted in
2004, with the recommendation that the Organizational Development Committee
maintain an updated record.
Memoranda of Understanding
Also as a matter of old business, The No Name subcommittee distributed a set of
revised and new Memoranda of Understanding. The documents had been edited and
reformatted for more consistency, with the names of current leadership listed for
signature. The content of each agreement has been approved by each responsible
organization.

The two new MOUs, The Schiller Park Arboretum and the Schiller Monument Garden,
will require GVS Board approval before being submitted to Recreation and Parks
representatives for consideration.
The additional MOUs related to German Village Society projects and committees
require signature by the president of the GVS board. Mr. Cornelis suggested that all
material changes be noted for Bill Case’s review.
All MOUs are to be forwarded to Terri Leist for review. Craig Seeds offered to deliver
the materials to Ms. Leist.
A status report on the MOU initiative will be provided at the next PPSCE meeting.
Actors’ Theatre
Carol Mullinax reported that Actors’ Theatre is preparing to launch its Summer Season
in May, with an opening night Tent Dinner on May 23. She also reported that Actors’ will
be doing two shows in the Columbus Commons this season.
German Village Garten Club
Jerry Glick reported that the Garten Club has planted pansies in planters along Third
Street for the early spring splash of color.
Linda Friedman reported that plans are being finalized for the Jazz and Juleps/ Garten
Markt events on May 10 and 11, respectively. There are a number of new vendors this
year. Linda reminded everyone that people who attend Jazz and Juleps on the evening
of the 10th, get a chance to shop at the Garten Markt before the event is opened to the
public the next day.
Mr. Glick reported that the bees in Frank Fetch Park are being relocated to the other
side of the park. He also reported that, thanks to an $800 grant the group received the
Club will be planting some new perennials and Junipers in the park.
He reminded everyone that the Third Sunday Concert Series starts in June and
distributed a promotional flyer.
Friends of Schiller
Ms. Moore submitted a written report. Highlights included a maintenance summit with
Recreation and Parks leadership, and the launch of the Blooming Fund, a joint
fundraiser organized by Friends of Schiller Park and the German Village Garten Club.
The group discussed a lack of agreement about fishing restrictions at Schiller Pond.
There is confusion about who pays for stocking and for what purpose, and whether
there is a catch and release policy. Terry Gee clarified that Recreation and Parks does
not have any catch and release policy beyond an adherence to Ohio Department of
Natural Resource law.

Mr. Seeds described a natural bubbler for the pond, powered by a windmill, but gained
no support when the height was reported to be 25 feet. The sludge issue remains
unsolved and unfunded.
Ms. Moore updated the committee about the Blooming Fund, and a project underway to
develop a walking tour of Schiller Park. Mr. Cornelius encouraged Friends of Schiller to
explore the German Village mobile app for an extended reach to visitors.
Arboretum Fund
Lindy Michael submitted a written report. There was discussion about the proposal for
volunteers to fund and plant grass seed in a designated area and, with Mr. Seed’s
support, the project will go forward.
Grace’s Garden
Ms. Lilly said the garden was doing well.
Fun Committee
Mr. Cornelis described his commitment to rejuvenating this GVS committee.
The Farm
Mrs. McNealey reported on Connie Swain’s behalf that this year’s plots are all spoken
for and the season is underway.
Huntington Gardens
Mrs. Friedman reported that funding has been secured and will be used, in part, for
trimming the boxwood.
Old Business
Ms. Lilly pointed out that the template the committee developed and submitted to the
Society is now available on the German Village Society website and encouraged
everyone to use it.
There was a lengthy conversation about dog the leash issue.
New Business
None.
There being no further business, the committee adjourned. The next meeting is at 8:30
am on Thursday, May 4.

April 2013 Addendum to the Arboretum Report from March:
1.

Mark Webster, Dog Group member in Schiller, has collected enough money from the twentysomethings whose dogs run together in the park to buy one bag of grass seed. He will mix it
with a bag that Jack Mounts, of the City Schiller Maintenance Department will or has already
given him. Then he will seed the area across the paths from the tennis courts and the
amphitheater and bounded on the north by the picnic area. If he has enough money left, he will
put a small twine and stake “fence” just to delineate what area has been seeded. He says that
obviously such a fence won’t keep the dogs out, but most of the Dog Group members know
about the seeding and will keep their dogs out for the month of April. Jack Mounts was hopeful
about Mark’s idea and said the City would try to help aerate the worst areas in the fall. He also
said that Mark and/or the City would try to seed the outfield of the baseball diamond this fall.
It’s no use to do it now, since that area is used for youth soccer in the spring.
2. Mark has kept a record of who gave what money for the project. When the project is complete,
I’ll email a record of it to Katharine and Shiloh.
3. Barry Weber, former Tree Specialist for Schiller, has completed a project he started many years
ago. At the time that the tennis courts were installed, a very rare and wonderful old growth
Bebb Oak tree lived south of the line of old Sycamores that run north of and between the tennis
courts. The tree was a state champion and one of the few Bebb Oaks in the state of Ohio. Bebb
Oaks are an uncommon hybrid between Burr and White Oaks and assume the huge density and
size of the Burr Oak. As the tree started to decline from the stress of the work on the tennis
courts, Barry collected living tissue and took it to be grafted at Oak Hill Nursery. Finally, the best
of the offsprings is ready to be planted in exactly the same spot as its parent. Watch for it to be
planted very soon! The tree will live again!
4. Sorry I couldn’t be at our meeting to tell everybody all the Arboretum news. We are hosting the
Sigma Chi Foundation party in Kiawah and obviously have to be there.

Friends of Schiller Park Report
Parks, Public Spaces & Community Events Meeting
April 2013
Katharine Moore

Maintenance Summit
The Friends of Schiller Park hosted a Maintenance Summit on March 4. The gathering was a forum to
discuss several significant maintenance issues with all of the right people at the table to swap
information and identify solutions. The maintenance issues include the crumbling stone at the Umbrella
Girl, the water issues at the Amphitheatre and the damage that has been caused, and the Public Art
Commission’s report that identifies the Schiller Monument statue as being in “poor condition.” Alan
McKnight, Terri Leist, Mollie O’Donnell, Jeff McNealey, Shiloh Todorov, Carol Mullinax, Connie Swain,
and Ann Lilly joined me for the discussion. Scott Burns was a tremendous help in identifying other
issues and suggesting solutions.
The outcomes were a pledge by the City to bring in expertise to evaluate the problem at the
Amphitheatre and to evaluate the ongoing issue at the Umbrella Girl and make recommendations for
repair. At the meeting we learned that the Public Arts Commission has mapped out a long term plan for
addressing the deferred maintenance of damaged works of art…but the Schiller statue does not make
the list through 2019. It is budgeted for a waxing this year, but that is a stop-gap measure and not a
solution. The Friends of Schiller Committee will develop a strategy for identifying funding for the
$15,000 restoration. Jeff McNealey, Connie Swain and I have spent months and months chasing down
information on this issue…and have failed to get the whole story from any one source.
While we had Director McKnight, we slid in a few additional items for consideration: the Schiller Pond
has many, many years of goose poop and needs a sludge removal, as well as the instillation of some
sort of bubbler /aerator to keep the water in better condition. We have one group feeding the ducks
and another campaigning the City for “goose control” so our issues, as usual, are never simple.
We discussed the need for signage (dogs shouldn’t swim where people are fishing, no cast nets etc) and
learned there is a conflict of understanding about the purpose of the fishing program. Some staff
members and active volunteers view the stocked pond as a catch-and-release teaching project for young
fishers, but Alan said that was NOT the intention…that adults are welcomed to fish and keep what they
catch. We need to have additional discussions about who is paying for the stocking and what the ideal
policies would be. We have had a proposal for a bat house on the Schiller Pond Island, and while
everyone agreed it could be a fun project…they did not think the position would work…bat houses
apparently need to be placed up high. There is erosion around the bank of the pond and a request to
have additional boulders placed. A resident suggested the placement of emergency stations within the
park with phone to connect to police, but the Recreation and Parks staff explained that in the two places

they have been tried they have just been abused by children. The staff made note of the long broken
large exhaust fan in the large gymnasium of the Recreation Center and said they would check and let us
know where Schiller Recreation Center is on the list of facilities to get air conditioning.
Alan shared the estimates they have received for repair of the masonry pillars at the entrances of the
Park, which are in excess of $125,000.
This was a great deal of information for everyone to process, and follow up meetings are clearly called
for. We will keep you posted!
Blooming Fund
Friends of Schiller made a proposal to the GVS Development Committee that a joint fundraiser with the
German Village Garten Club be authorized to raise money for the beautification programs both groups
organize and manage. The Development Committee made a recommendation to the GVS Board in
support of the campaign and it was approved at the February meeting; the Garten Club also considered
the collaboration and endorsed the concept. A printed piece was created and approved, and a first rate
mailing team was assembled by Bob Jackson to get the solicitation out to every address in German
Village. The Garten Club and the Friends of Schiller both mailed to additional members outside the
borders. The response has been terrific and we are pleased with the feedback from residents which has
included a whole bunch of “this makes perfect sense!” and “happy to contribute!”
Walking Tour of Schiller Park
Utilizing the research done and scripts that were created for the Ode to Joy living history program last
fall, we are developing a walking tour of Schiller Park for the German Village Society to market to tour
groups. Jody Graichen and I have written a tour, and now Connie Swain is going to help me try it out for
practical application. I will recruit volunteer guides from the Friends of Schiller to be trained to lead
groups through our storied grounds, and FOS will receive a portion of any funds raised.
Vandalism
The Third Street entrance to the Park has taken quite a beating in recent weeks. A car plowed through
the entrance, taking out one of the bollards and graphiti appeared on the stone entrance over Easter
weekend. Craig Seeds has been his Super Hero self in responding to calls on both issues.
Memorandums of Understanding
Ann Lilly and I have updated the Welcome Gardens, Highfield Garden, and Schiller Park Maintenance
memorandums and drafted a new document for the Schiller Monument Garden. I helped Lindy Michael
draft a new Memorandum of Understanding for the Schiller Arboretum Fund.

Leash Issue
I had a long telephone conversation with Director McKnight about the Friends of Schiller Park being
supportive of the Department’s efforts, but unwilling to take the issue on again. We have hosted
community forums, tried a leash-free zone, and campaigned for leash laws. At the end of the day this is
a CITY OF COLUMBUS issue…and I believe the Health, Public Safety, Recreation and Parks, and City
Council leadership have to A. be in sync on the issue and b. have the political will to see it through.
Causing a brew ha ha in German Village doesn’t help anything. A policy was adopted by the Recreation
and Parks Commission that promised leash rules (not laws) once the four dog parks were open, and
even that “leash law lite” effort has not been seen through.
Contributions
Sara McNealey, Will Eylar, and Denny Valot went to the Scotts’ company store to shop for the product
contribution the GVS received. Friends of Schiller came away with very useful plant food and weed killer
and Will was generous enough to offer to store it until needed.
I applied to Nationwide Children’s Hospital for their annual plant and mulch give away for their Good
Neighbor Partners, with fingers crossed. Their timing is not convenient: plants must be picked up on the
Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend. But free is free and Paul Soehnlen is willing to work around the
date for a late planting.
Marje Haldi’s family listed Friends of Schiller Park in her obituary to receive memorial contributions,
with plans to place a bench in the park in her memory. There is a lump sum deposit on the financial
report for the bench fund, and a note elsewhere that Court Hall made a gift (which I believe was
intended for this initiative). I have asked for clarification of the report in hopes that we can thank
donors, and keep Lisal and Don Gorman up to date on the project.

