GERMAN VILLAGE SOCIETY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
April 9, 2019
Present: John Barr, Brittany Gibson, Jim Penikas, Kurt Miller, Josh Miller, Joshua Zimmerman,
Nelson Genshaft, Marie Logothetis, Terri Dalenta, Robin Strohm
Staff and guests: Delilah Lopez, German Village Society executive director; Nancy Kotting, GVS
Historic Preservation Advocate

The meeting was called to order at 5:59 p.m. by President Joshua Zimmerman.
Public Participation
President Joshua Zimmerman welcomed Nancy Kotting to the meeting and explained that he’s
asked her to attend the beginning of each board meetings to share both high-level as well as
pressing historic preservation updates directly with the board. Nancy focused on sidewalks in
this update, and reminded members that the maintenance of sidewalks legally lies with property
owners. She shared that starting in 2015, GVS surveyed members about what role they wanted
the Society to play in sidewalks and researched how other districts maintain their sidewalks.
Since establishing it in 2017, the Society’s sidewalk-reimbursement program that contributes
cash toward the sidewalk repairs or upgrades done by property owners who apply has disbursed $8,600 in 2017 and $3,100 in 2018. So far this year, the program has received one application. Nancy is researching how the city can improve both the Society’s approach as well as
property owner’s experience, and Society interns are surveying all streets’ sidewalks, curbs and
street surface to rate their condition and safety for pedestrians. Nancy will reach out to property
owners of those sidewalks rated in the worst condition and invite them to apply to the sidewalkreimbursement program. If nothing is done within a to-be-determined period of time, she’ll fine a
code violation with the city. Nancy told board members to be on the lookout for results from the
survey.
Reports of the Officers
In his President’s Report, Joshua recognized Darci Congrove, former Society board member
and ongoing TEA 43206 event host and Fund for Historic Preservation chair, for recently being
honored as a YWCA Women of Achievement recipient. The Society had two full tables there in
support of Darci, including five board members. Joshua thanked Darci for her tireless efforts, not
only in German Village, but also in Columbus.
Joshua also recapped the first quarterly board mixer of the year, which coincided with the Art
Committee’s show opening. The event had great turnout and showcased beautiful artwork, in
addition to giving board members a chance to meet and mingle with members.
Joshua shared that Dennis Brandon will be stepping away from the Society board at the conclusion of the evening’s meeting. Although Dennis’ term ends in September, he’s taken on some

new responsibilities outside of the Society that cause him to need to step away sooner. Dennis
shared that he recently became board president for The Ohio State University’s Knowlton
School of Architecture, in addition to his horseback and mounted hunting pursuits and a related
charity. Joshua thanked Dennis for his service and noted that he always appreciated his unique
perspective and quick wit.
Given the board vacancy, the Organizational Development Committee has recommended Eric
Vanderson to fill Dennis’ seat, which Joshua is appointing him to. Eric will be joining the board
meeting next month. Joshua cited Eric and his wife Megan’s contribution to Haus und Garten Tour as
both featured homeowners and PreTour dinner hosts and Eric’s volunteering on the Civic Relations
Committee as some of the many reasons he’s an asset to the Village. Eric is a Columbus native and graduate of both Carnegie Mellon’s Engineering School and Ohio State’s MBA Program. Prior to moving back
to Columbus, Eric lived in Portland, Oregon, and upstate New York for nearly a decade, leading strategy
deployment efforts and key process improvement initiatives to enhance operational performance at
several technology companies. He is currently employed by Hikma Pharmaceuticals as the director of
R&D Project Management.
Joshua also shared a few high-level notes about the schedule for this year’s Haus und Garten
Tour, including that Saturday’s PreTour will start with touring homes followed by cocktail hour.
After cocktail hour, the area will be transformed into “Affare: Tastes from Around the Bricks.”
The event will be a great option for those who want to support the fundraising weekend, but
don’t want to have a seat at the PreTour dinners, which will operate as they always have. Also,
after many years away from the German Village Society, Plank’s will host the official afterparty
and offering drink specials for this pay-as-you-go portion of the night. Joshua added that patron
tickets are on sale now, and the rest of the tickets will be rolling out over the next few weeks. He
encouraged board members and all members to start talking up the event with neighbors,
friends and employers - and especially “Affare,” which will be a great time and networking opportunity.
Haus und Garten Tour chair Marie Logothetis added that there are currently 12 stops planned
for the Tour and approximately 350 confirmed PreTour dinner seats. Public ticket sales for all
PreTour events begin April 26.
Joshua also announced that Safety Committee chair Michele Whitaker will be moving out of
state and therefore stepping out of her role. Society member John Miller has accepted the role
beginning in June; in the interim, advocacy pillar liaison Josh Miller will fill in.
In his Vice President’s Report, Jim Penikas shared that he plans to put on an across-the-board
orientation for board members before this year’s election and will then hold orientation for new
board members as they begin terms in years following. At the moment, he’s working on organizing the DropBox folder that all board members should have access to but that, he’s found, hold
files that need some updating. He plans to create a checklist of which documents board members should be familiar with and who they should set up meetings with. Additionally, he asked all
board members to review and sign off on and return the 2019 board members responsibility
agreement.
Secretary Brittany Gibson presented the minutes of the March 12, 2019, meeting.
MOTION: To approve the minutes of the March 12, 2019, GVS board meeting. [Gibson,
Dalenta]

Motion approved.
In his Treasurer’s Report, John shared that the Finance Committee is reviewing the annual audit
and plans to present it for approval at the May board meeting. For the 2019 budget so far, the
organization is behind on revenue, but multiple major invoices are still outstanding, and events
season is just around the corner. John added that the Society does have contingent funds if we
need to dip into them.
Committee Reports
Joshua noted that the Committees had submitted their reports in the board packet and asked if
there were any Committee activities with additional updates requiring board discussion or approval.
Historic Preservation Committee chair Robin Strohm shared that the group’s March 26 meeting
was productive. The committee meets on the day of the German Village Commission business
meeting, with means Nancy can share anything she noted in that meeting as major and coming
down the pike. The group is excited about this synergy. The committee also discussed that the
former GreenSpot Committee’s efforts are now part of its purview and reviewed a draft of a developmental response review protocol that that organization can follow when new developments
are considering joining the neighborhood. The committee plans to revise this protocol and then
bring it to the board for review. Robin added that the committee is focusing on making sure the
Duncan Standards are a key part of what is being considered when the Commission is reviewing applications for variances. Their next meeting will be April 30 at 6 p.m.
Civic Relations co-chair Nelson Genshaft brought up the topic of his committee, noting that it
had been dormant for a little while now and adding that he knows Society members are looking
for it to be revived. He added that some of what the Civic Relations Committee used to oversee,
like some historic-preservation-related work, Urban Infrastructure Renewal Fund allocation and
what was once a hopeful goal to overhaul Third Street in conjunction with the city, is work that
has either been de-prioritized or taken over by another committee. He added that a meeting is
set for April 30 and asked that those around the table help them think about a direction for the
committee to pursue. Historically, a lot of what Civic Relations has handled has been interfacing
with governmental groups, but members of the staff have been handling that more recently. Kurt
noted that there might be some overlap between what both the Long Range Planning Committee and Historic Preservation Committees are focusing in on, in addition to what the Civic Relations Committee might tackle, and urged as much collaboration as possible to avoid overlap. It
was decided that the chairs of these three committees should attend each other’s meetings for
the foreseeable future while they all get restarted. Delilah added that while staff members have
taken on meeting with City Council members, other city, county and state agencies need to be
looked for their potential to work with the Society and to simply better understand what the Society is all about. She added that advocating is about relationships, and not just reacting; especially knowing that part of the Society’s mission is education and awareness.
Jim gave a quick oral update on behalf of the Organizational Development Committee, which is
always looking for candidates to join the board or otherwise get involved. He shared a few reminders in advance of this year’s election process: in June, the Committee will announce its
slate of preferred candidates for any open seats; in the two weeks following, any other candidates are welcome to submit an application that includes 10 signatures from German Village

Society members. Elections are held in August, and newly elected members take their seats in
September. Board members are elected to three-year terms and limited to two consecutive
terms.

Staff Reports
Delilah Lopez shared that the PRIDE-parade task force is up and running with Nick Weitzel as
its chair. Their main objective is to march in Columbus PRIDE Parade on June 15 to represent
Columbus’ original “gayborhood” by enhancing last year’s float and creating a T-shirt. They’ve
also extended that work to look at how to promote German Village more in the days leading up
to the parade, including coordinating with the Group Tours committee to potentially create a
special schedule for that week; renaming the current tour that highlights contributions of LGBTQ
people in the Village; potentially highlighting business owners in the area who identify as
LGBTQ; and planning a kick-off happy hour.
Delilah added that on the communications-plan front, Geben team members held their first discovery session with a few Society board members and staff this past week, and that all board
members will meet with them eventually, as will many focus groups. She added that she met
with Warhol & Wall St. to start a quick-turnaround video to promote this year’s Haus und Garten
Tour.
Delilah also reviewed the staff’s gameplan and goal-setting around development initiatives. On
the Meeting Haus rentals and group tours front, staff will be seeking increased marketing opportunities and, potentially, partners for experiential tours to be conducted as a pilot. In addition,
staff will focus this year on retaining 70% of our supporting members and getting them to say
yes to higher gifting levels. Nelson urged Delilah to make sure communication about benefits
are made especially clear since that’s sometimes missed. They’ll look to increase event income
via improved partnerships as well as recognizing and leveraging more in-kind support. On the
grants-income front, Nancy is working on creating a process as well as creating a database of
what’s available that the Society might qualify for. Staff is also focused on the sidewalk-incentive
program and the Brickline, while Delilah is re-evaluating the SLATE campaign and meeting with
those donors who’ve already committed. Dennis clarified that SLATE donations have always
been considered any multi-year donation pledge and that while the amount given is important,
the biggest value is in gaining another member who sees the value in committing to donate
every year.
Josh brought up that he’d been wondering if some of the many Village Lights “haus parties” that
are organized independently by neighbors could be monetized. Delilah suggested he check in
with Jeff Lowe, Greg Gamier and Chelsey Craig about that idea.

Old/New Business
New business: none.
Volunteer highlights: Joshua gave tribute to Madeline Hicks, a consummate German Village Society volunteer who passed away recently. Madeline was a consistent volunteer in the Visitors

Center for years and took on PreTour hostess duties for five decades. Joshua and the rest of
the board sent their condolences to Madeline’s family - including her sister, Dorothy, who is a
regular Visitors Center volunteer as well. We so appreciate and admire Madeline’s dedication to
the Society.
Nelson mentioned that the new brick sidewalk in front of St. Mary Church is looking great and
suggested that board and staff keep the Church’s work on this effort in mind in the future, if
there’s an opportunity to give them any sort of award or commendation letter. Marie mentioned
that the church will be a stop on this year’s Haus und Garten Tour.
Safety: none.

Having wrapped up the agenda, Joshua suggested the board end the meeting at 7:04 p.m.
MOTION: Adjourn the April 9, 2019, meeting of the German Village Board of Trustees.
[Dalenta, Penikas]
Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,
Brittany Gibson, Secretary
Attest: Joshua Zimmerman, President

GET TO KNOW A BOARD MEMBER Q&A:

Tell us about a favorite German Village moment:
Susan Salt and Linda Gorsuch did a great job recruiting me to put our South Fifth Street Home on Tour in
2017. My wife Megan and I spent the morning touring other homes and tried to forget that there were
hundreds of people walking through the house. It was a bit surreal when we finally got to our own
house and saw a line from the front door to E Sycamore St. The weather was perfect and there was the
phenomenally-talented Jeff Stahler painting a beautiful watercolor of the house. We both breathed a
huge sigh of relief and were really proud to be contributing to this amazing German Village tradition.

Do you have any pets?
Megan and I have a cat named Oliver, an 11 year old Blue Tabby who has a knack for coming to visit me
when I am running a video-conference.

What’s an example of another nonprofit that treated you really well as a donor or volunteer?
I served on the board of the YMCA in East Greenbush, NY, and was impressed at how the Executive
Director took time to learn and apply the strengths of each individual board member, employee, and
volunteer to benefit the overall organization. Whatever capacity people are supporting non-profits,
they generally do so to make a difference. To me being treated well is just being given an opportunity to
share your time and unique talents to make an impact.

If I could do one thing to improve my GVS board service it would be…
Since I am just starting my board service I don’t have any improvement ideas yet, but German Village is
an incredible place and the board ought to think big when it comes to our future. I am looking forward
to learning how I can best utilize the immense capabilities in the neighborhood and support my
neighbors on the board to do so.

GERMAN VILLAGE SOCIETY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
AGENDA
May 12, 2019

Call to Order

Joshua Zimmerman

Public Participation
“Mission Minute” - Nancy Kotting, GVS Historic Preservation Advocate
Community participation

Reports of the Officers
Report of the President
Joshua Zimmerman
introduce board member Eric Vanderson
Caretaker’s of a Legacy update (historic preservation – May board calendar focus)
Friends of Schiller update
Report of the Vice President

Jim Penikas

Report of the Secretary
Brittany Gibson
MOTION: To approve the minutes of the April 9, 2019, GVS board meeting.
Report of the Treasurer
oral + written report
2018 audited financial statement update
MOTION: To approve the 2018 annual audit.
Finance Committee
no report

Strategic Plan Committee Reports
Preservation
Historic Preservation
written report
Fund for Historic Preservation
written report

Advocacy

John Barr

Marie Logothetis
Robin Strohm
Darci Congrove

Josh Miller

Parking
oral report
Civic Relations
oral report
Parks and Public Spaces
written report
Friends of Schiller
written report
FUN
written report
Safety

Tim Bibler
Nelson Genshaft/Eric Vanderson
Carol Mullinax
Katharine Moore
Mike Cornelis
Josh Miller (interim)

no report

Community /Quality of Life
GV Business Community
no report
Long Range Planning
written report
Art
written report
Ambassadors
no report
Village Singers
event date: May 18-19
no report
Visitors Center
no report
Group Tours
written report

Development
Development committee
no report
Events
Haus und Garten
event date: June 29-30, 2019
oral report
Monster Bash
event date: October 12, 2019
no report
Tea 43206

Greg Gamier
Jeff Lowe
Kurt Miller
Betsy DeFusco
Susan Sutherland
Wayne Owens

Bonnie Mitchell
Michelle Mazeke

SEEKING CHAIR

Marie Logothetis

Jim/Sarah Penikas

Darci Congrove

event date: August 17, 2019
see Fund for Historic Preservation written report
Village Lights
Greg Gamier
event date: December 8, 2019
no report

Governance
Organizational Development Committee
written report

Jim Penikas
Jeanne Likins/Nancy Turner

Staff Reports
Executive Director
Delilah Lopez
written report
strategic plan discussion (strategic plan – May board calendar focus)
communication plan update
capital campaign update
Historic Preservation Advocate
Nancy Knotting
written report
Business Relations & Events Manager
Chelsey Craig
written report
Development & Marketing Coordinator
Jena Wilson
written report

Old/New Business
volunteer highlights
new or ongoing safety needs

Joshua Zimmerman

Adjournment

Joshua Zimmerman

GERMAN VILLAGE SOCIETY
TREASURER’S REPORT
MAY 14, 2019 BOARD MEETING
FINANCIAL STATEMENT HIGHLIGHTS APRIL 2019
CASH BALANCES AS OF APRIL 30, 2019:
OPERATIONS: CHECKING $ 54.949
CONTINGENCY $ 88,531

DESIGNATED FUNDS: TOTAL $ 368,802
SIGNIFICANT BALANCES: GERMAN VILLAGE BUSINESS COMMUNITY $ 73,179
FUND FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION $ 116,835
FOR THE GOOD OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD $ 120,430
INVESTMENTS: TOTAL $ 683,323
BRENT WARNER MAINTENANCE FUND $ 200,755
MEETING HOUSE REPLACEMENT RESERVE $234,038
ALBERTA STEVENS HUNTINGTON GARDEN FUND $ 248,530
OPERATING BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS (CASH BASIS):
APRIL REVENUE $59,853 VS BUDGET OF $50,138 (EXCLUDING $3,000 OF IN-KIND DONATIONS WHICH
ARE NON -CASH) ADMISSION INCOME AHEAD OF BUDGET, SPONSORSHIP AND ADVERTISING BEHIND.
APRIL EXPENSES WERE $22,518 VS BUDGET OF $38,809 (EXCLUDING IN-KIND OF $3,000 WHICH IS
NON CASH) . EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES YEAR TO DATE ON A CASH BASIS IS $47,346.
REVENUES PICKED UP IN APRIL AS A RESULT OF PRE-TOUR TICKETS SALES AS WELL AS SLATE AND
SPONSORSHIP, ALTHOUGH SPONSORSHIP IS STILL BEHIND BUGET YEAR TO DATEAND ADVERSTISING
INCOME. NEXT TWO MONTHS COLLECTIONS SHOULD BE GOOD.
NOTE: NET INCOME DOES NOT REFLECT INTERNAL TRANSFER OF FUNDS OR DEPRECIATION WHICH IS
A NON-CASH CHARGE.

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE REVIEWED THE 1ST QUARTER HUNTINGTON INVESTMENT SUMMARY AND
REPORT AND NOTED THAT THE PORTFOLIO IS DOING OK AND IN LINE WITH THE MARKET. OUTLOOK
FOR THE REST OF 2019 IS POSITIVE AND THE PERFORMANCE OF THE PORTFOLIO IS GENERALLY IN
LINE WITH BENCHMARKS SET WITH SOME OUTPERFORMING AND OTHER BEING SLIGHLTY BELOW
EXPECTATIONS.

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ALSO APPROVED THE FINAL AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT AT
12/31/2018.

German Village Society
Balance Sheet
As of April 30, 2019
Total
ASSETS
Current Assets
Bank Accounts
Bank Accounts - Operations
Operations Chase Checking - 6039

54,949.86

Operations Chase Contingency - 4693

88,531.63
0.00

Operations Huntington Savings
Total Bank Accounts - Operations

$

143,481.49

Board Designated Bank Accounts
0.00

Board Designated Checking - 1362
Council of Historic Neighborhoods

1,538.87

For the Good of the Neighborhood

120,430.38

Frank Fetch Park/Maintenance

50.00

Fund for Historic Preservation

116,835.34
73,179.12

German Village Business Community
Highfield Garden

1,731.09

Huntington Garden/Maintenance

5,823.17
2,255.05

Schiller Bloomin Fund

26,186.41

Schiller Friends of Schiller Fund
Schiller Park Enhancements

4,423.40

Schiller Park/Arboretum Fund

3,863.02

Schiller Park/Bench/Trash Can Fund

3,094.40

Southside Stay

4,192.24
5,200.33

Village Singers
Total Board Designated Checking - 1362

$

368,802.82

Board Designated Funds
0.00

Meeting Haus Maint/Replacement

48,280.44

Meeting Haus Maint/Replacement Gain/Loss

185,758.35

Meeting Haus Maint/Replacement Principal
Total Meeting Haus Maint/Replacement

$

234,038.79
14,046.34

Village Singers Fund - 14126

0.00

Warner Maintenance - 0330

38,716.70

Warner Maintenance - 0330 Gain/Loss

162,038.48

Warner Maintenance - 0330 Principal
Total Warner Maintenance - 0330
Total Board Designated Funds
Total Board Designated Bank Accounts

$

200,755.18

$

448,840.31

$

817,643.13

Permanently Restricted Fund Accounts
0.00

Huntington Garden Endowment

49,859.29

Huntington Garden Endowment Gain/Loss

198,670.51

Huntington Garden Endowment Principal
Total Huntington Garden Endowment
Total Permanently Restricted Fund Accounts

$

248,529.80

$

248,529.80

$

1,209,754.42

100.00

Petty Cash
Total Bank Accounts
Accounts Receivable

0.00

Accounts Receivable-General

0.00

Pledge Receivable Multi-Year (A/R)

-12,045.66

Discount for Present Value
Total Pledge Receivable Multi-Year (A/R)
Total Accounts Receivable

-$

12,045.66

-$

12,045.66

Other Current Assets
525.00

Credit Card Receivables

0.00

Designated Funds GVS Receivable

3,415.30

Inventory

0.00

prepaid Expenses

360.00

Undeposited Funds
Total Other Current Assets
Total Current Assets
Fixed Assets
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$

4,300.30

$

1,202,009.06

German Village Society
Balance Sheet
As of April 30, 2019
Total
Building 588 South Third Street
759,990.66

Cost

-679,416.63

Depreciation

40,000.00

Land
Total Building 588 South Third Street

$

120,574.03

Intangible Assets
Website Development
29,200.00

Cost

-17,520.00

Depreciation
Total Website Development
Total Intangible Assets

$

11,680.00

$

11,680.00
0.00

Leasehold Improvements

-88,575.22

Depreciation

191,948.98

Original Cost
Total Leasehold Improvements

$

103,373.76

Office Equipment/Furniture/Paintings
241,938.23

Cost

-237,886.31

Depreciation
Total Office Equipment/Furniture/Paintings
Total Fixed Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

$

4,051.92

$

239,679.71

$

1,441,688.77

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
0.00

Accounts Payable
Total Accounts Payable

$

0.00

Other Current Liabilities
Deferred Revenue

0.01

Deferred Revenue-Property Taxes

0.00

Designated Funds GVBC Payable

0.00

Designated Funds GVS Payable

0.00

Other Current Liabilities

0.00

Prepaid GVBC Membership Dues

0.00

Prepaid GVS Advertising Fees

0.00
0.00

Prepaid GVS Membership Dues
Total Other Current Liabilities
Total Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities

$

0.01

$

0.01

$

0.01

Equity
Designated Earnings
0.00

Non Restricted
Permanently restricted fund

192,823.00

Restricted

764,543.85
9,000.00

Temporarily Restricted
Total Designated Earnings

$

966,366.85
408,510.15

Retained Earnings

66,811.76

Net Income
Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
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$

1,441,688.76

$

1,441,688.77

Income
Admission/Event Income
Advertising Income

Actual

Total German Village
Business
Community
Actual

Highfield Gardens
Actual

Huntington
Endowment
Actual

Huntington Garden
Actual

Maintenance
Fund
Actual

Schiller
Arboretum Fund

Actual

Schiller
Bench/Trash
Can Fund

Actual

Schiller
Bloomin' Fund

Actual

Schiller
Friends of
Schiller Fund

Actual

Schiller Park
Enhancements

Actual

Southside Stay

Actual

Village
Singers

Actual

Warner
Fund

Actual

Total
Designated
Programs

January - April, 2019

German Village Society
Designated Funds

Actual

4,070.68

335.00

Fund for Historic
Preservation

250.00

0.00

12,419.00

$

$
829.58

829.58
$

$

3,700.00

3,700.00

$

$

770.29 $

770.29 $

200.00

200.00

$

$

0.00

0.00

$

$

0.00

0.00

$

$

4,244.00

4,244.00

$

$

0.00

0.00

$

$

1,400.00 $ 1,055.00 $

1,400.00 $ 1,055.00 $

663.22

663.22

$ 32,597.33

$ 32,597.33

1,400.00

Actual

85.00
4,119.00

0.00

200.00

0.00

3,700.00

0.00

2,263.09

$

663.22

$

770.29

750.00

9,979.56

15,985.24

40.00

0.00

805.00

15,985.24

805.00

750.00 $

1,975.00

750.00 $

829.58

For the Good of
the
Neighborhood

0.00
4,070.68
0.00

0.00
0.00

3,000.00

Grants
0.00

Contributions
In-Kind Donations

0.00

210.00

9,979.56

Interest Income
500.00

Miscellaneous Income
0.00

Merchandise Income

Membership Dues -GVBC

Rental Income
$

1,725.00

$

250.00
3,000.00

Sponsorship
3,000.00

3,353.75

20.17

731.38

15,662.45

$

242.94

$
15,662.45

20.17

283.16

150.00

-110.75
0.00

300.93

Total Income

15.10
33.75

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

2,094.94

Food/Beverages
0.00

0.00

2,045.00

1,125.00

Gross Profit
Advertising

Expenses
Bank/Credit Card Fees
Computer Related Costs
Consulting Fees

6.75

Gifts & Awards
0.00

2,088.19

In-Kind Expense

0.00

892.48

2,890.95

892.48

140.10

0.00

44.98

0.00

Payroll Taxes

60.87

1,699.01

0.00
1,086.09

0.00

13,500.00

Postage

0.00

Printing/Signage
1,750.00

Projects from Strategic Plan

1,476.66

0.00
520.00

0.00

623.48

Property & D/O Insurance

31,931.77

$

$

0.00

0.00

$

$

528.65

300.93

$

$

2,534.74

1,165.26

$

$

487.13 $

283.16

68.50
15,946.53

0.00

$

$

0.00

0.00

$

$

0.00

0.00

$

$

3,656.38

587.62

$

$

0.00

0.00 $

$

200.00

420.28

242.94

-$ 20,524.17

$ 53,121.50

-$

738.46 $

1,229.83

170.17 $ 1,793.46 $

691.98

0.00

-$

11,666.64

4,146.19

11,666.64

Salaries/Wages

4,896.19 $

Repairs & Maintenance

956.66

License/Fees/Permits

Equipment Rental

140.10

$

Miscellaneous Expense

11,750.00

$

8,750.00 -$

0.00
11,750.00

Security
$

0.00
-$

Supplies
Total Expenses

$

$

0.00

0.00

0.00

$

-$

$

1,019.83

210.00

0.00

-$ 1,216.06

-$

$

477.60

0.00

$ 15,937.91

$ 15,517.63

-$ 15,517.63

-15,517.63

$ 46,161.65

-$ 52,596.19

-52,596.19

6,434.54

-6,434.54

0.00

$

-$

$

2,483.15

1,173.23

0.00

0.00

$

-$

$

0.00

477.60

-477.60

$

0.00

-$

$

210.00

-210.00

0.00

$

-$

0.00

0.00

$

0.00

$

$

1,173.23

-1,173.23

0.00

$

-$

20.00

0.00

$

180.00

$

18,197.69

-$

0.00

18,197.69

$

0.00 -$

18,684.82 $

20.00

-20.00

$

-$

$

0.00

591.02

$

$

1,943.72

591.02

-591.02

18,880.87

$

-$

-$

18,880.87

0.00

0.00

19,409.52

$

0.00 $

0.00

$

0.00 $

$

$

0.00

0.00

0.00

$

$

0.00

3,962.69

-3,962.69

$

15,946.53

0.00 -$

0.00

-$

$

$

Net Operating Income
Other Income
Transfers out
Total Other Income

3,962.69

-18,197.69
0.00

8,108.88

-18,880.87
0.00 -$

0.00
$

8,750.00 -$

Other Expenses
Deferred Gain/Loss
Investments
$

-$

Total Other Expenses
-$

$

Net Other Income

$ 25,637.48

Net Income

German Village Society
2019 GVS Operations Previous Month Comparison
Apr-19
Apr 2019
Actual

Budget

Total

over Budget

% of
Budget

Actual

Budget

over Budget

% of Budget

Income
Admission/Event Income

28,934.00

4,000.00

24,934.00

723.35%

29,259.00

149,300.00

-120,041.00

1,200.00

10,250.00

-9,050.00

11.71%

5,254.32

53,550.00

-48,295.68

9.81%

67.78

1,000.00

-932.22

6.78%

16,364.93

19,500.00

-3,135.07

83.92%

20,520.00

0.00

20,520.00

3,000.00

-3,000.00

0.00%

0.00

128,000.00

-128,000.00

0.00%

3.85

3.37

0.48

114.24%

14.44

45.00

-30.56

32.09%

Membership Dues - GVS

9,109.58

10,100.00

-990.42

90.19%

55,835.12

115,000.00

-59,164.88

48.55%

Membership Dues -GVBC

1,246.57

450.00

796.57

277.02%

3,064.78

10,500.00

-7,435.22

29.19%

17.00

135.00

-118.00

12.59%

42.00

1,125.00

-1,083.00

3.73%

166.00

0.00

166.00

563.32

575.00

-11.68

97.97%

Rental Income

1,532.00

1,000.00

532.00

153.20%

4,408.00

25,000.00

-20,592.00

17.63%

SLATE Income

10,816.66

7,500.00

3,316.66

144.22%

26,816.64

61,500.00

-34,683.36

43.60%

Sponsorship

6,450.00

15,000.00

-8,550.00

43.00%

10,950.00

75,000.00

-64,050.00

14.60%

Tour Income

310.00

700.00

-390.00

44.29%

609.00

4,500.00

-3,891.00

13.53%

Advertising Income
Contributions
Grants

0.00

In-Kind Donations
Interest Income

Merchandise Income
Miscellaneous Income

19.60%

Total Income

$ 59,853.44

$

53,138.37

$

6,715.07

112.64%

$ 173,701.55

$

643,595.00

-$

469,893.45

26.99%

Gross Profit

$ 59,853.44

$

53,138.37

$

6,715.07

112.64%

$ 173,701.55

$

643,595.00

-$

469,893.45

26.99%

Expenses
Accounting Expense
Advertising

1,500.00

1,500.00

0.00

100.00%

6,000.00

18,000.00

-12,000.00

33.33%

150.00

500.00

-350.00

30.00%

935.00

3,500.00

-2,565.00

26.71%

0.00

0.00

0.00

7,800.00

-7,800.00

0.00%

64.79

500.00

-435.21

12.96%

810.21

10,000.00

-9,189.79

8.10%

1,072.99

1,700.00

-627.01

63.12%

5,998.65

21,400.00

-15,401.35

28.03%

135.00

2,500.00

-2,365.00

5.40%

0.00

0.00

Audit Fees
Bank/Credit Card Fees
Computer Related Costs
Consulting Fees
Dues & Memberships

135.00

25,000.00

-24,865.00

0.54%

6,181.42

1,600.00

4,581.42

386.34%

Equipment Rental

700.00

-700.00

0.00%

2,394.14

17,500.00

-15,105.86

13.68%

Food/Beverages

500.00

-500.00

0.00%

2,099.02

10,500.00

-8,400.98

19.99%

Gifts & Awards

100.00

-100.00

0.00%

742.57

5,750.00

-5,007.43

12.91%

3,000.00

-3,000.00

0.00%

0.00

128,000.00

-128,000.00

0.00%

700.00

-700.00

0.00%

60.00

2,900.00

-2,840.00

2.07%

750.00

-5.20

99.31%

2,999.00

11,750.00

-8,751.00

25.52%

In-Kind Expense
License/Fees/Permits
Meeting Haus Cleaning

744.80

Meeting Haus Groundskeeping

0.00

0.00

704.00

1,000.00

-296.00

70.40%

500.00

-500.00

0.00%

1,918.69

8,000.00

-6,081.31

23.98%

163.34

145.00

18.34

112.65%

784.75

1,900.00

-1,115.25

41.30%

52.76

1,706.42

-1,653.66

3.09%

5,568.09

20,609.68

-15,041.59

27.02%

219.00

200.00

19.00

109.50%

1,098.00

5,000.00

-3,902.00

21.96%

15.00

2,000.00

-1,985.00

0.75%

1,399.00

15,000.00

-13,601.00

9.33%

Projects from Strategic Plan

2,500.00

-2,500.00

0.00%

0.00

27,000.00

-27,000.00

0.00%

Property & D/O Insurance

1,000.00

-1,000.00

0.00%

10,285.17

12,500.00

-2,214.83

82.28%

Miscellaneous Expense
Payroll Processing
Payroll Taxes
Postage
Printing/Signage

Repairs & Maintenance

500.00

-500.00

0.00%

5,120.18

12,000.00

-6,879.82

42.67%

18,999.17

-2,150.22

88.68%

64,911.36

245,586.68

-180,675.32

26.43%

Security

0.00

0.00

0.00

3,500.00

-3,500.00

0.00%

Storage

0.00

0.00

0.00

1,020.00

-1,020.00

0.00%

229.43

500.00

-270.57

1,503.90

8,000.00

-6,496.10

18.80%

50.00

-50.00

0.00%

0.00

3,750.00

-3,750.00

0.00%

1,322.38

1,250.00

72.38

105.79%

4,706.50

15,000.00

-10,293.50

31.38%

$ 126,354.65

Salaries/Wages

16,848.95

Supplies
Transportation/Towing
Utilities

45.89%

Total Expenses

$ 22,518.44

$

41,800.59

-$

19,282.15

53.87%

Net Operating Income

$ 37,335.00

$

11,337.78

$

25,997.22

329.30%

$

$

0.00

$

$

47,346.90 $

643,566.36

-$

28.64 $

517,211.71

19.63%

47,318.26

165317.39%

-1,460.46

81.50%

1,460.46

81.50%

-27,392.84

31.52%

27,392.84

31.52%

Other Income
Transfers In
Total Other Income

0.00
0.00

0.00
$

6,434.54

0.00

$

6,434.54

7,895.00
$

7,895.00

-$

Other Expenses
Depreciation

3,151.79

3,350.00

Total Other Expenses

$

3,151.79

$

3,350.00

-$

Net Other Income

-$ 3,151.79

-$

3,350.00 $

Net Income

$ 34,183.21

$

7,987.78

$

-198.21

94.08%

198.21

94.08%

$

12,607.16
12,607.16

$

40,000.00
40,000.00

198.21

94.08%

-$

6,172.62

-$

32,105.00 $

25,932.38

19.23%

26,195.43

427.94%

$

41,174.28

-$

32,076.36 $

73,250.64

-128.36%

-$

Notes

Minutes
HPC
April 30, 2019

6:03 Meeting called to order
Prior month’s minutes reviewed
Nancy Kotting presented COA applications of note on the HDC agenda
Of note was a parking variance request for 247-281 E. Livingston and three variance requests for
Alpine restaurant as well as COA requests for several additional items
There was discussion over each variance request. (The request for 247-281 E. Livingston was
withdrawn prior to the Commission meeting)
Members discussed meeting over the weekend to work on speeches, Marie offers the Meeting
Haus space during visitor center hours for those interested;
The final draft of the Conceptual Review Protocol was shared including all current edits;
Bill Curlis offered to do one final review and return it with any final edits to Nancy.
Marie expressed interest in getting it done via email so that it could be presented to the BOT at
the May meeting, there was discussion of going another month with it.
Ned was not present so there was not discussion of getting the Duncan Standards to the Commission in
their packets;
Mary Ross and Cheryl Hacker presented the 2013 Preservation Values which included two additional
items for consideration. Marie thanked them for their work.
Next meeting is scheduled for May 28th at 6:00 p.m.
Meeting adjourned at 7:10

Fund for Historic Preservation
May 2019 Report
It’s preservation month, which is a perfect time to stop and remember why this designated fund
exists. Established in 2011, at a time when GVS lacked funding for robust historic preservation
(HP) activities, the purpose was to fund activities that support the foundation of the GVS
mission. Funds raised are restricted only to support GVS HP projects. Examples of projects
funded to date include oral histories, archives categorization and digitization, children’s
programming, and the development of a plan for storytelling signs in the GV historic district.
Throughout the years of GV preservation and restoration, the German Village Society has had a
fierce partner in the fight: the German Village Commission. Let’s face it, the GVC is a group that
we all love to complain about at times when we’re arguing about materials or setbacks or fixing
old windows. But, the value of the GVC in providing guidance and boundaries to protect our
neighborhood’s character cannot be overstated.
Last night was the annual Caretakers of a Legacy program at the Meeting Haus, where three
awards were given by the GVC and two by the GVS. This is always a special program, as it
celebrates the heart of our shared mission: preservation. Last night’s awards were given to
recognize the massive and amazing refurbishment of St. Mary Catholic Church, the attentive
detail of rebuilding traditional box gutters at Lindey’s, the thoughtful new residential construction
by David Schooler on Sycamore Street, Damon Baker’s long-time commitment to serving both
GVS and GVC and yes, The Brickline!
The GVC awarded The Chairman’s Award to the GVS for its support and execution of The
Brickline historic storytelling sign program. The Chairman’s Award is given to a property owner,
an individual, an organization or a business entity in recognition of an outstanding contribution
to the historic, architectural, or aesthetic character of German Village and to the Community’s
quality of life. This is such a wonderful affirmation of what has been an 8-year journey and more
than 2000 tiny cupcakes! This project has literally taken a village to bring it to reality.
Thanks to all who have been deeply engaged in bringing this project to life:
•
•
•
•
•

Nancy Kotting (GVS Preservation Advocate), Nathalie Wright (professional preservation
consultant), and Katie Leskowitz (talented history student from OSU), Nancy Recchie
and Jeff Darbee (historic preservation consultants)
Dr. Rob Colby, Ohio Humanities Council, who has reviewed the work
Karen McCoy, Niels Braam and Emily Kerstetter at MKSK, who designed the beautiful
signs
Shiloh Todorov, who secured all of the property owner easements to install the first
round of signs, and who provided significant fundraising and encouragement from the
outset
Hundreds of friends, neighbors and businesses who have given to the Fund for HP
directly or supported the annual TEA 43206 garden party fundraiser with silent auction
donations, sponsorships, tickets and volunteer labor

We’re currently wrapping up phase two of signs to be placed primarily on the Third Street and
City Park Avenue corridors between Livingston Avenue and Schiller Park, and phase three
research is in progress, which will roughly follow Mohawk Street from Beck to Schiller Park.
Stay tuned for stories about German language newspapers, streetcars and more!

In addition to The Brickline, we continue to fulfill orders for house plaques, which reflect the
unique history of an individual property, and we are working on a digital platform that will
support the overall historic sign project.
SAVE THE DATE for TEA 43206 on August 17, 2019. This year’s theme is “RoyalTEA”! We’ve
heard from a number of people already who are planning some spectacular interpretations on
the theme!
Darci Congrove & John Pribble, 5/9/19

Parks, Public Spaces, and Community Events
Minutes of the April 4, 2019 Meeting

Members Present: Frank Wickham, Jim Chakeres, Ann Lilly, Chelsea Craig, Craig Seeds, Connie Swain, Linda
Friedman, Mike Cornelis, Katharine Moore.
With Committee Chairwoman Carol Mullinax out sick, Ann Lilly called the meeting to order at 9:00am.
Frank Wickham moved that the Minutes of the March 7, 2019 meeting be accepted into the record; Katharine
Moore seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
GERMAN VILLAGE GARTEN CLUB
Jim Chakeres distributed copies of the Pre Order sales form for the Garten Markt and noted that the Garten
Club’s website is accepting orders as well. The first clean-up of Frank Fetch Park has taken place and another is
scheduled for Earth Day.
Plans for GartenMarkt are well underway. Jazz and Juleps will be held on May 10, and will feature music by
Honey and Blue. The sale will be open to the public on Saturday, May 11.
The pergola project is on hold until the City of Columbus provides a survey of the property.
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH and SCHOOL
Frank Wickham had more wonderful news to share on the St. Mary renovation: the first mass in the renovated
church will be celebrated on Palm Sunday, with a community open house event also planned for that day. One
of the many highlights will be seeing the alter, which has been taken back to the 1865 design. From paint colors
to lighting design, the details of the project have been overseen by Father Lutz, and the outcomes are, according
to Mr. Wickham, spectacular! Franklin Park Conservatory is designing the landscaping and the bells are already
ringing once again. There is a very useful calendar on the new St. Mary School’s website. The school will present
the musical “Annie” on April 11, and a Schiller Park community event is being planned.
A Farmer’s Market is being organized to take place in front of the school on Saturdays from May 25 to October 5
from 9:00am until noon – and 20 vendors have already been lined up.
GERMAN VILLAGE SOCIETY
Chelsea Craig reported that all hands are on deck to produce an outstanding 60th anniversary Haus und Garten
Tour on June 29 and 30. The organizing committee is trying to close a portion of one of the Schiller Parkadjacent streets for the cocktails party on Saturday night and the neighborhood brunch on Sunday. Patron
Tickets are on sale now; regular tickets will go on sale to the public on May 3.
The Society will again sponsor a float in the Gay Pride Parade; this year’s creation will feature the Umbrella Girl.
Caretakers of a Legacy is scheduled for May 8 from 6pm – 8pm.
Ms. Craig also noted that a baby grand piano has been donated and is located in the Warner Fest Hall. She is
recruiting talented neighborhood musicians who would be interested in playing for various events.

FRIENDS OF SCHILLER PARK
Katharine Moore did not have a report to share.
GV 9
Mike Cornelis reported that the German Village 9 marched in the 150th Anniversary Cincinnati Reds’
Opening Day parade. The 2019 season is on the team’s Facebook page, which has gotten lots of shares
on social media, to include WCBE. The first game is scheduled for April 28.
The team is looking for 3 new players. There is no cost to join, and the only physical requirement is the
ability to run to first base.
HIGHFIELD GARDEN
Ann Lilly said the garden is awaiting spring.
FUN COMMITTEE/BUNCH
Mr. Cornelis announced plans for the Second Annual Slider Slam, with a theme of “A League of Their Own” on
Saturday, April 27 from 6:00 – 9:00pm. Guests may bring 12 or more sliders for the contest, or are more than
welcomed to come for the feast and the fun. (BYOB). Great music from the Big Band era promised!
GERMAN VILLAGE FARM
Connie Swain said there are several open farm plots for this season. Participants from any area neighborhood
are welcomed, with two requirements: farmers must contribute $20 for their “plot” and agree to help tend the
community plot that benefits the Livingston Avenue United Methodist Church’s food pantry. Anyone interested
should contact Elspeth Willoughby.
HUNTINGTON GARDEN
Linda Friedman made a report much like Ann Lilly’s. The Deadheaders are waiting for drier, warmer spring
weather to get started.
RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT
Craig Seeds said there will be minor Schiller Park pond work done to prevent further erosion. He reported the
installation of an additional “Don’t Feed the Geese” sign. Mr. Seeds and Ms. Moore shared that Bert Stevens
has contracted with a firm to reduce the geese population at Schiller pond, with money she has raised from
supportive neighbors. Ms. Craig said she had secured a brochure about geese and has hard copies and a PDF
that can be shared. Mr. Seeds shared concern that capital funding for Recreation and Parks may be reduced.
Those dollars come from the sale of Bonds.
NEW BUSINESS
Ms. Craig reminded all members that she was standing by to receive photos and updates to share through the
Society’s various social media platforms.
Mr. Cornelis said the GV9 plan to clean and rake the Schiller Park field where they play on Earth Day.

With no additional business to come before the committee, and a memorial luncheon for the friends and family
of Madeline Hicks to prepare, the meeting was adjourned at 9:37am.

April 2019 Update
FUN Committee
Slider Slam Two was held on April 27. Thanks to everyone for coming out for another FUN event. Lots of
great sliders to choose from. So much great food and fun people. Our numbers were down a bit from
Slider Slam 1, but it was a very busy Saturday night in Columbus with many, many conflicting and
competing events. Still we had 15 entries into the slider competition, which actually was a lot easier on
our judges (from tasting 23 entries in 2018!) Here is a recap on the winners:
Willa & Wayne - An da Beet goes on Beet Sliders > Judges Choice
Michelle Kelly - Sock it to me Salmon Sliders - Best Theme
Judi Politi - Boozie Mud Slide - Most Creative
Anthony and Tyler - Bacon Cheeseburger sliders - Best Tasting
Jill ? - Curried egg salad & heirloom slider - Slam Tastic
Thanks also to our judges, Brian Santin, Rob Ferguson, and Liz McClurg
For our pot luck dinner event in April 2020, we are considering a new theme > Crockpot-A-Polooza!
Hope to see you all there!
Our May event is usually the Dig In! in conjunction with the Friends of Schiller group. They are telling us
that this year they may not need us for Dig In! but instead need us for Mulching. They are hoping to get
back to us sometime soon.
Our June event is typically our group drop in to Sommerfest at Germania. But Germania moved it up a
week this June, so many of our group cannot attend. We may move our drop in to their August date.
July / August > We contacted Chelsey in the GVS office to ask about who there might be coordinating the
German Village night at Clipper Stadium / Huntington Park now that Shiloh won’t be doing this. Our group
is game for doing this again with the rest of the German Village tribe.
October – our Pet Parade leaders are hoping to hear the date of Monster Bash so that we can schedule
the Pet Parade for a different weekend.

German Village 9
Our 2019 program and schedule is out and copies are available in the visitor’s center.
We want to thank the Friends of Schiller Park for their great help in getting our permits for our home
games. Our home field is not the baseball diamond. We play on the field near the Northwest corner of the
Schiller Statue.
The GV9 hosted the Mansfield Independents on April 28 in Schiller Park. The GV9 prevailed by a score of
29 to 13. We plan to play to the Mansfield team at their field next season. They are also a historical
baseball team and play on the Ohio Reformatory historical grounds as part of the Shawshank
Redemption historical tours.
Our next home games in Schiller Park are scheduled for May 19 in a round robin, 7 innings or 1:15
minute per game format. Game times are:

Noon – GV9 versus Columbus Buckeyes
1:30 – GV9 versus Moscow Monarchs
3:00 Columbus Buckeyes versus Moscow Monarchs
Refreshments, fellowship, and half price pizza to follow around 4:30 that day at Gresso’s Tavern. Hope to
see you all there!

Long Range Planning Committee

April 18, 2019 Meeting Minutes

Long Range Planning Committee works to identify avenues in which the German Village Society might educate,
advocate, and influence for the GVS Mission, Vision, and Values for the continued stewardship, advancement, and
evolution of the German Village neighborhood.

Action Items from Previous Meeting (March 21, 2018)_
1) Compile Research and Planning Documents – ONGOING
2) Compile Precedent/ Existing Initiatives – ONGOING
3) Identify themes and web of connections – ONGOING
4) How we Work
a) Value to the City
b) Innovators/ Pilots
c) Partnering
5) Evaluation Structure
Members Present:
Jordan Ballinger, Nelson Genshaft
Current Meeting Minutes_
1) See the attached 11x17 layout for meeting minutes and discussion.
Action Items going Forward_
1) Continue Coordinating with Historic Preservation and Civic Relations Committees
a) Define the Mission of Each Committee
2) Set-up Google Drive to Compile Research and Analysis
a) Upload Research and Planning Documents
b) Upload Precedent/ Existing Initiatives from News Articles
c) Upload Placemaking Programs and Events
3) Continue to Compile Research/Planning Documents/Precedents/Initiatives
4) Identify themes and web of connections
a) How we Work
i) Value to the City
ii) Innovators/ Pilots
iii) Partnering
5) Analysis and Evaluation Structure

Next LRPC MEETING will be announced soon – keep an eye out in Neighbors 4 Neighbors
GVS - Long Range Planning Committee
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German Village Society Committee Report
Committee:

Guided Tours Michelle Mazeke

April 2019
Tour Type

Tours
Given

Tour
Guests $

Coach
Coach + Explore
Explore Walking
Pride
Scavenger
OnDemand Walking
Standing Walking

0
0
0
0
1
1
1

0
0
0
0
16
32
4

$0.00
0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$75.00
$160.00
$54.00

Total

3

52

$289.00

German Village Society Committee Report
Committee:

ODC

Attendees names:

Meeting date(s): April 22, 2019
Next Meeting: May 29

Jeanne Likins
Jim Penikas
Susan Sutherland
Nancy Turner

Highlights/Discussion:
Jeanne will go through the Board leadership dropbox and determine what needs
to be updated. The committee reviewed the status of likely Board slate nominees.
We also reviewed outcomes of meetings with potential GVS leaders and assigned
next steps. There was a discussion about concerns regarding orientation and
training. ODC would be happy to help with Board orientation. Just let us know
how we can be of assistance..

Plans and Assignments:
Board members can help identify individuals whom you believe should be in the
leadership pipeline. Please let any one of us on the committee know who you
have in mind.

Do you have issues or concerns that require consideration by the
Board or staff for possible response or action with timeline
included? (Could include the need for time/support from GVS staff
or volunteers, or the need for financial resources)
Any ideas/concerns about safety:

Any ideas/concerns about sidewalks:

Outstanding volunteers:

Any other things you would like to share with the board?

May Board Report
Nancy Kotting
Preservation Committee
(See submitted report from Committee chair Robin Strohm)
Public Policy
No Updates
Haus und Garten Tour
I am responsible for the permitting process for the event- gathering signatures for require street
closures, obtaining our health dept permits, etc.
Grants
No updates.
Columbia Gas
Work on the 2019 routes is underway; we remain in communication with Columbia Gas on a regular
basis throughout this process.
Commission Interface
May GVC applications were published on our web site shortly following the business meeting and
emailed 986 recipients Friday prior to the May 7 Commission meeting. I was joined by Executive Director
Delilah Lopez at the May meeting. I spoke on two applications, one requesting the use of vinyl which is
not acceptable per our guidelines. I also spoke on a non-conforming use variance recommendation
request. In response to internally generated parking data provided the Commission by the Chairperson
of the GVS Parking Committee, I requested that data be struck from the record. On request from the
City of Columbus Historic Preservation Officer, internally generated parking data is not credible and
should never be used in our public advocacy efforts. Only data obtain via third parties is to be used. This
has been communicated on more than one occasion to committee members and residents through the
course of various advocacy efforts.
Tech support
I have fielded 5-6 technical support inquiries per day this past month. Several have required site visits,
while others are executed via email or phone call. I have filed 3 code violations.
Signage Program
Historic House Plaques
We are encouraging orders! We have perfected our research protocol and have tightened up the
turnaround time on orders. We have one batch in production now and I have 3 new orders in the que
being researched.

Brickline
I am proud to report that the Brickline was a winner of a Caretaker’s of a Legacy Award this year!
Content and images are complete for the next two routes. I continue to secure easements and am
working with MKSK on finals edits, templates for installation and associated details.
Interns
The interns have completed the district wide survey of sidewalk, curb and street conditions. Our last
survey was done two years ago and we are in need of an update. They will be creating a spread sheet of
this data as well as a google map identifying conditions. Once this is completed I will present our
findings to the Board. Next steps may include communicating with the city to determine when priority
street repairs are to be scheduled. Once this project is complete, interns will be researching our GIS
Mapping project options.
Tours
See Jena Wilsons Report
UIRF
No updates
Events
Caretakers of a Legacy was held May 8th at 6:00 PM here in the Fest Hall. Emilio’s was kind enough to be
our sponsoring caterer and The Bakers Rack provided us with a lovely desert. The event was labor
intensive but worth the effort! I secured the sponsors, coordinated with the Commission on the
research and presentations, collected or took the necessary photos for the slide show, created the slide
who presentation, obtained our pianist for the evening, set the room up with the assistance of my
fellow staff members and hosted approximately 50 residents for a wonderful evening of celebration.
-Nancy Kotting

Chelsey Craig, Manager, Business Relations & Events
German Village Business Community
The GVBC is working to form a task force committee to prepare for the ASAE Annual
Meeting. I have met with Experience Columbus and GVBC chairs to discuss optimal
plans for engagement, visibility and brand awareness. I look forward to working
with Jeff Lowe & Greg Gamier to lead this task force committee to success. This
opportunity is sure to bring tourism and national love for German Village.
A Village Lights sponsorship packet has been drafted and we look forward to
meeting with members of the community and potential partners to showcase our
exciting options. With continued growth and excitement built around the event we
believe we are in an excellent place to advertise our sponsors and provide full
exposure.
Events
Haus und Garten is well underway as we head into May. Last Sunday we hosted a
mingle and appreciation event at The Westin Great Southern Whiskey Bar to kickoff Haus und Garten. The event was well attended and a great opportunity for
homeowners and dinner hosts to meet and swap stories, recommendations and
share a laugh.
In this 60th year we look forward to showcasing 11 stunning homes and gardens. In
order to do so, we’ll need your support! You can volunteer by contacting Jena
Wilson, you can purchase tickets at germanvillage.com, and you can share our event
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!
With many new changes to the event there has been much to communicate. I, with
the help of Jena Wilson, have crafted a marketing plan to begin rolling out
announcements and build buzz around the event. Look for our weekly blog posts in
N4N and on social media.
A special thanks to GVBC chairs Greg Gamier & Jeff Lowe for stepping forward to
help with the AfFARE. An additional committee was needed to secure vendors and
ensure the success of the event, and our business chairs rose to the challenge! I look
forward to partnering with them to strengthen our GVBC ties while building out an
even more successful Haus und Garten PreTour!
Follow along on germanvillage.com/2019hausundgartentour for updated dinner
menus and an updated AfFARE menu. This is sure to be a PreTour you won’t want to
miss! So don’t forget to get your tickets before they sell out.
Misc.
A special thank-you to our outstanding Art Committee! Their first gallery opening
and show, Bricks & Brushes, was a success. Next up is internationally acclaimed

artist Ryan Orewiler. His opening on June 9 from 2-4PM will be filled with surprises
and a special installation, so join us in celebrating community and art!
If you haven’t heard – PRIDE 2019 is off to a glowing start! Our partners, and
presenting sponsors, American Family Insurance, Boldman Agency have secured us
a partnership with Que Jones. You might recognize the name from Village Singers,
but he’ll also be teaming up with us for PRIDE. We’ll be saluting our Village gem,
Schiller Park, with a tribute to The Umbrella Girl. Stay tuned for build dates.
I am excited to announce that not one, but two, very talented and eager interns will
be joining the German Village Society team this summer to assist with marketing,
events and all other things German Village! They join the team this June so you’ll be
able to read their special features in N4N soon. If you know of anyone looking to
gain professional experience in nonprofit, marketing, events, hospitality, or historic
preservation please have them submit a resume and brief cover letter to
german@germanvillage.com.

Jena Wilson, Development & Marketing Coordinator
Membership Development
Members that expire in April and May have been notified whether they are on auto-renewal or if they
are needing to renew their memberships. I am working on getting a more streamlined way to remind
individuals to renew their memberships. It seems that still the best way to get membership renewals is
through standard mail. As always, renew your membership so you can continue to support historic
preservation in German Village.
Marketing
I have been hard at work with creating content for our walking tours but welcome any and all
suggestions that anyone might have on how to really kick off tour season here at GVS. I have been
working closely with Michelle Mazeke, our volunteer tour coordinator, to ensure that we are getting
tours in front of people in the most effective way possible.
We have been working to update our tours to drive schools into the visitors center as well as creating
updated content for marketing of tours. From the recommendations and suggestions of members, in
April we changed the name of the Innovators of German Village tour to the German Village PRIDE Tour.
I have been trying to revamp our N4N in subtle ways, like adding the Instagram photo of the week next
to our calendar section up at the top. Because so many people post about German Village, I wanted to
show off all the beautiful posts that we see come though. Be sure to tag us (@german588) on Instagram
for your chance to be featured in N4N.
Visitors Center (VC)
See Bonnie’s report on the Visitors Center for information about visitors to the Meeting Haus along with
package delivery statistics. We have been having issues with increasingly larger packages taking up the
VC. Please be mindful that the VC is for visitors as well as neighbors when delivering your packages to
the Meeting Haus and to pick up your packages promptly.
Building Management
We have had several rentals this month already and have several more on the books. If you have a
meeting afterhours, please make sure all of the doors are locked and all lights turned off before setting
the alarm.

